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This essay will explore the importance of the Welsh language in education and the wider community, it will explore the reasoning behind frameworks, policy, and theory.  Also looking at the Welsh language playing a part in the new curriculum of Wales and key areas of learning. (Acen, n.d.).
Welsh is one of the oldest languages in Europe, dating back potentially 4000 years.  Sadly, the mother tongue of Wales many have seen and predicted the demise of the Welsh language for many a long year, others have wished it to disappear altogether, whilst others have striven to ensure its survival. 
The year 1536 until the mid-twentieth century was known as the modern period, where the Welsh language struggled to keep going. During the reign of Henry vII, the law in Wales acts 1535-1542 were passed. The acts annexed Wales to the kingdom of England, which extended English law to Wales and specified English as the language of the law, which led to Welsh speakers for some was their first language, speaking English to gain work in public office positions. (Senedd Cymru 2020)
By the 19th century Welsh schools had even put a ban on children speaking Welsh altogether, although for most it was their first language. Any school child observed using the Welsh language would be punished if caught, they would have to wear a wooden plaque which was known as “the Welsh not” (Fisher, 2020)
When the Welsh community thought all was lost with their heritage language, following many protests and political involvement fortunately Welsh people were given back their rights and language under the Welsh language act 1967 (legislation.gov.uk 2011)
Following the education reform act of 1988, Welsh became compulsory for every pupil at key stages one, two and three in 1990 and from September 1999, Welsh became compulsory at key stage four.The introduction of the foundation phase for 3 to 7 year olds in Wales from 2008 has also meant children in English-medium settings and schools come into contact with the Welsh language at an earlier age due to the Welsh language development of learning, an additional requirement for these specific settings and schools.
The four purposes of the curriculum for Wales are that all children and young people will be ambitious capable learners, enterprising, creative contributors, healthy, confident individuals and ethical informed citizens of Wales and the world. Languages have a key role in realizing these purposes.
Education in Wales: Our national mission 2017-21 set out plans to move Wales’ education system forward outlining a commitment that learners become increasingly bilingual with a strong grasp of other languages. The curriculum for Wales published in January 2020 will be used by schools to develop a curriculum for their learners which will be taught from 2022. It includes Languages, literacy, and communication as one of the six areas of learning and experience. Languages, literacy, and communication brings together Welsh, English and other international allowing learners to learn across languages, make connections and build on previous learning. Learners will learn Welsh and English from age 3-16. The Welsh Government (January 2020)
Welsh education made an action plan 2017-21 to set out direction for the development of compulsory Welsh – medium and Welsh education over the next four years, which is in line with the vision of Cymreag 2050: A million Welsh speakers’ (2017) and Education of Wales: Our national mission, action plan 2017-21 (2017). Where they have recognized the importance that early year's sector plays in the development of children’s Welsh language skills. Also acknowledged is the need to ensure linguistic progression into further and higher, however the detail of said action plan is focused on compulsory provision successive governments have recognized the importance of the Welsh language and the role that the education system plays in creating and nurturing Welsh speakers, In 2010 Welsh-medium Education strategy was published for the development  of Welsh – medium education, which set out a vision for an education and training system to enable people of all ages to be able to develop their Welsh language skills. (Gov.wales, 2024)
According to school’s census results from April 2021 there are currently 440 Welsh medium schools in Wales with approximately 110,142 pupils which is contributing tp Cymraeg 50 who's vision is to reach a million people to be enjoying and using Welsh by 2050, as the Welsh language is one of the treasures of Wales and it is part of what defines us as people and as a nation.  In the minister's foreword states that changes need to happen, which is certainly a challenging ambition which is unquestionably worthwhile and necessary if we are to secure the vitality of the language of future generations.
Education is central to the 2050 vision to ensure all children and young people come out of the education system ready and proud to use the Welsh language in all contexts, and to be able to reach a position where the Welsh language is an integral element of all aspects of everyday life, together to enable the Welsh language to grow and create a truly bilingual Wales with a living language for all.  To try and achieve this mighty challenge and be able to achieve targets, they are proposing to make rapid progress to expand Welsh medium early years provisions by 150 nursery groups. Increase the proportion of each school year group receiving education from 22% to 40% by 2050. Increase the number of primary teachers who can teach in Wales from 2,900 to 5,200 by 2050.
Reform the post 16 Welsh medium and bilingual education and skills to ensure that young people continue developing bilingual skills to support a prosperous economy. (Llywodraeth Cymru, 2017) 
With such a huge challenge even with a lot of support from different organizations is it still enough, especially with the struggles of resources, enough qualified teachers, financial support from Welsh government and local authorities will Cymreag 50’s vision become reality.
Curriculum Cymreig is inclusive and aims to reflect the purity and diversity of Wales in the twenty first century. Its requirements will help pupils to understand what is distinctive about life in Wales to celebrate diversity and to acquire a real sense of belonging.
Their common requirements identify five aspects of the curriculum Cymreig.
Cultural
· Celebrating the distinctive cultures, languages and traditions of Wales while respecting the vaues of other cultures.
· Exploring the creative and expressive arts in Wales and in the broader Celtic tradition, traditional and contemporary literature, music, art, craft, dance, and sport.     
Economic
· Appreciating the part which different sctors of the population play in the economic life of Wales.
· Understanding the role played by Welsh industry and agricultural in shaping the economic, political and cultural character in Wales.
Environmental
· Learning about the character of the built environment past and present.
· Learning about sustainable development in Wales and the wider world.
Historical
· Learning about the relationship of Wales with other parts of the uk today and in the past.
· Understanding how lives and localities have been shaped by the past, through learning about the history of Wales, its political, economic, social and cultural aspects.
Linguistic
· Using the Welsh language with access for all.
· Recognising that there are many diverse levels of fluency in Welsh.
Because Wales society is remarkably diverse, curriculum Cymreig is a vital addition alongside the national curriculum to get more children and young people learning and thriving their Welsh heritage. (Developing the curriculum Cymreig, n.d)
2015 saw the birth of The Well-being of the Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. At the heart of this legislation are seven well-being goals, whose aim is to build a better economic, social, environmental and Cultured Wales. One of the seven goals is to construct “A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language” (Future Generations Commissioner for Wales, 2022) Although this Act seems to be primarily for the public sectors, it could and should be available and filtered down to education. This would mean that children and young people could work together with local business and the much wider communities which would see relationships being built and thus would create a community we all want to live in together. Education is where our children and young people. So, they can develop their knowledge and skills to be able to trasition into their adult life. It is also linked to Donaldson (2015) Successful Futers report and later the New Curriculum for Wales (2022) which sees the same outline's key themes to be achieved through education.
The Welsh language focuses widely on the Languages, Literacy and Communication area of learning (Welsh Government 2019) It demonstrates the need to implant the language into the early years, which can then become part of everyday practice. This can be delivered through listening and speaking also reading and writing. It is evident that Welsh through the foundation phase is quite strong which is enjoyed by pupils (Welsh Government, 2015) Contrastingly, those pupils within key stages two, three and four have not go the same craving for the language. Additionally those pupils in years nine, ten and eleven feel that they do not hold the neccessary skills to be able to use the Welsh language across the curriculum and certainly not within the community (Welsh Government 2015) Sadly, Welsh as a second language is the lowest achieved GCSE over any other subject (Business Senedd Wales, 2019).
Together the Successful Futures and The Well Being of Future GenerationsAct report which highlights the need for bilingualism and the role it plays in cognitive development and the world of work. This supported by Marian and slook (2012) who found the positive cognitive effect bilingualism has on children to older age. The curriculum policy settings (2022) states that; 
Welsh, as a language to be learned and spoken, is offered through 		          Curriculum Cymreig and designated lessons as appropriate. Welsh is to be used outside of classrooms is encouraged to form part of everyday life.		This involves many aspects of the Welsh Culture. Ensuring that all pupils   		have access to the particular features and culture of Wales.

Through many years various policies and frameworks have been implemented so that it encourages and enhanced education of the Welsh language.
Laith Pawb in 2003, A National Action Plan for Bilingual Wales set out key targets. Which were to encourage our pre-school learners to be exposed to the Welsh language early enough to encourage bilingualism or movement into Welsh – medium schooling. From this the main target is that pupils are able to take part in a bilingual society. (laith Pawb A National Action Plan for a Bilingual Wales, n.d.) 



Activities
The new curriculum in Wales allows teatchers to teach through a thematic approach. Which allows content from multiple areas of learning which can thn be taught under one topic. Everyday experiences can be taught across all areas of learning. The activities are examples that could be taught across all areas of learning and experience to a foundation phase group, around the topic ‘y Tywydd’ meaning the weather.

Activity 1.
In the first activity it will start to build on using the Welsh language skills on Language, Literacy and Communication. Piaget’s (1936) language developement theory bring the enormity that early procurement of language has on the outcome of learning (Mcleod, 2022) 
The teacher begins by introducing some new words in Welsh Y Tywydd Meaning the weather and dyddiau’r wythnos meaning days of the week, concentrating on explaining correctly how to pronounce them properly. Which are repeated by the pupils. Worksheets can be used with pictures of different kinds of weather which gives pupils that are working in pairs the challenge of matching the correct words to the correct pictures. This is based on Vygotsky’s (1978) Zone of Proximal developing and scaffolding (Kurt, 2020). According to Vygotsky (1978) teaching and learning this way helps to support children which develops their knowledge and skills, particularly from a young age. Children will observe and listen to the teacher explaining the activity and will use the information to help them complete what was being set. This is known as Collaborative dialogue (Mcleod 2020). 


Activity 2.
This will be used for the children to revisit what was learnt in activity 1. This will demonstrate to the teacher that each pupil has remembered what information was given. According to Blooms Taxonomy (1956) remembering and recall are fundamental skills of cognitive development on levels of learning objectives (Stapleton – Corcoran, (2023)
Activity 3. 
This are of learning and experience will be based on Health and Well-being and Expressive Arts. The teacher would introduce a song for the pupils to learn as a group about the weather which has been taught previously. The teacher could then introduce new words in Welsh regarding several types of clothing for different types of weather and seasons.
Evaluation.
Across all of the three activities the pupils will develop numerous skills which include reading, writing along with oracy whilst using the Welsh language from an early age so it becomes part of everyday practice. Each activity is available to all learners regardless of what level of learning ability, the activities could be differentiated to higher or lower levels. The activities can be built on through later stages of learning, working alongside additional areas of the curriculum. Science and Technology can also be introduced with different experiments using knowledge and skill previously learnt. 
As stated in Welsh In Education plan 2017-21:
Our national mission of education reform seeks to raise standards, reduce the attainment gap and deliver an education system that enjoys public confidence and is a source of national pride.
The Wels language is integral to these reforms, as it is to the Government – wide objectives of building resilient communities, culture, and language, and promoting and protecting Wales’ place in the world. (GOV.WALES, n.d.).
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