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Using an artefact of Welsh culture as a stimulus (song, object, painting, photograph) create a resource, in a style of an essay, that would be suitable for teachers to use to inspire and enthuse pupils. Base your work on a specific theme (for either children 3-7 years old or for 7-11 years old.) Justify your reasoning with references to theorists and relevant current research.

Name: Aimee Rhian Herbert
Student Number: 1601186
Module: ECAD5005


[image: ]








Introduction

According to Linda Carol Edwards (2010 p.2), “The visual and performing arts provide concrete experiences in which children may encounter and interact with the world in ways that are unique and special to them.” The aim of this assignment is to create a resource using an artefact of Welsh culture which will encourage, inspire and enthuse pupils to learn in a creative and engaging way. I have decided that by using an artefact that is of Welsh background the children will automatically show an interest and a desire to learn, as it is a subject that is historical and local to the area in which they live. According to the document Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage (2000), “being creative enables children to make connections between one area of learning and another.” Creativity and creative thoughts are extremely important for children as it provides them with an opportunity to express themselves openly in a variety of different ways. Creativity should now be treated with the same importance as Literacy in schools, as it is another essential aspect of a child’s progression and development and it encourages children to use their imagination and skills in areas that they do not usually visit. Robert E. Franken (2006) defines creativity as “the tendency to generate or recognize ideas, alternatives, or possibilities that may be useful in solving problems, communicating with others, and entertaining ourselves and others,” whereas Sir Ken Robinson (2006) defines creativity as “the process of having original ideas that have value.” 

I have decided to use a Welsh coal figure (APPENDIX 1) as a stimulus to teach children in Key Stage 2 and by using this cultural artefact I feel that the children will have a wider range of opportunities to express themselves and their own learning in the visual and expressive arts subjects. I believe that by using the Welsh artefact to structure my lessons there will be more opportunities for cross-curricular teaching and learning as well as opportunities for other skills such as Digital Competency and Literacy and Numeracy to be developed. Cross-curricular teaching and learning is particularly important in primary education because it can increase pupil’s motivation to learn and can help to improve the children’s learning as they become more actively engaged and begin to see the value of what they are learning. According to Barnes (2011) “cross-curricular methods can be effective in teaching and reaching ethical solutions, building individual and group motivation, sustaining interest and raising standards.” 
As the artefact is based on Welsh culture, I have decided to make the theme of the activities ‘Coal Mining.’ This theme will then easily link the activities to the Art, Music and Physical Education subjects. The children will be encouraged to use charcoal and other materials during the art lesson. To engage and interest children in lessons, using materials that are linked to the artefact and Welsh culture and history will be beneficial as Janes (2014) says that when using art resources to learn about local history it:

“heightens the interest of the school’s wider community in the work of the pupils and teachers through members of the public helping in the process of discovery, and also through them attending physical exhibitions, or other celebrations, that present the pupils’ findings and responses.”  

Curriculum Cymreig (CC) is extremely important in promoting Welsh identity and it is vital that it is taught and included in school from an early age. According to the document Developing the Curriculum Cymreig (2003) “its requirements will help pupils to understand what is distinctive about life in Wales, to celebrate diversity and to acquire a real sense of belonging.” There are five aspects of Curriculum Cymreig; Cultural, Economical, Environmental, Historical and Linguistic and all of the activities I have planned link to at least one of these aspects. These five aspects endeavour to stimulate critical thinking, evaluation and discussion in the classroom and the activities I have planned will help to encourage these aspects. By incorporating CC into the activities planned, it can help to develop the appreciation, significance and relevance of the Welsh culture in the children’s everyday lives. This can have an effect on Welsh language and culture in the future as if the children are not engaging with the activities and do not find them interesting they may not want to learn about the Welsh language and Welsh culture in the future. This is why it is important to plan lessons that clearly link to CC that are interesting and engaging for the children so that they will want to further their learning of the Welsh language and culture throughout their time in school. 

Main Activities

As the main theme for these activities is ‘Coal Mining’, there will be plenty of opportunity for cross-curricular learning. Barnes (2011) states that “cross-curricular learning occurs when the skills, knowledge and attitudes of a number of different disciplines are applied to a single theme, problem, idea or experience.”  The activities that I have planned will focus on the Art, Music and Physical Education (Dance) subjects but will contain links to Curriculum Cymreig and will also include elements of digital competence, literacy and numeracy throughout the lessons. The children will be required to call on their prior knowledge during these lessons, as the children would have completed a research task on ‘The average day of a Coal Miner’ before these lessons take place. Piaget proposes that children never learn anything from scratch but that they learn new information by building on their prior knowledge and understanding. Piaget (1952) suggests that:

“knowledge is not something we are born with or that comes to children in a fully realized form; rather, it is something that must be seen in action over a long period of time and be constructed by the individual.” (cited in Janes, 2014)

Art 

To begin the Art lesson the teacher will explain the lesson objectives of ‘I can research an artist and examine the methods they use’, and ‘I can experiment with different materials to create my own piece of artwork’ to the children. This will ensure that the children are aware of what they will be learning during the lesson and by knowing the lesson objective beforehand it can also help the children to engage in their learning. During the Art lesson the children will be using iPad’s and laptops to research Josef Herman who is a realist painter who lives in South Wales. Josef Herman based the majority of his paintings on the Welsh mining community and the workers who worked down in the Welsh mines. There are clear links to the cultural, economic and historical aspects of Curriculum Cymreig within this lesson. According to the document Developing the Curriculum Cymreig (2003), children will be using their prior knowledge to “understand the role played by Welsh industry shaping the economic, political and cultural character of Wales” and will “understand how lives and localities have been shaped by the past, through learning about the history of Wales, its political, economic, social and cultural aspects.” There is an opportunity for Digital Competence within this lesson as the children will be using iPad’s and laptops to research the Welsh artist. It is very important to teach Digital Competence in schools as it allows children to develop their confidence in using digital technology and helps to provide experience with using digital technology ready for when the children progress to life after school. The Digital Competency Framework Guidance (2016) supports this statement as it states that:

“Digital competence is the set of skills, knowledge and attitudes that enable the confident, creative and critical use of technologies and systems. It is essential for learners if they are to be informed, capable and have the potential to be successful in today’s society.”

Once the children have researched Josef Herman and have collected information about him they will then have the opportunity to share their findings with the other students in their class. This task is a good example of cross-curricular learning, as the children will be improving their literacy skills. The children will develop their reading skills as they will be “finding information and ideas from web pages” and “reading individually and collaboratively.” The children will be developing their writing skills as they will be “using appropriate vocabulary and terminology to discuss, consider and evaluate their own work and that of others,” and the children will have the opportunity to develop their oracy skills as they will be “speaking and listening individually, in pairs, in groups and as members of a class.”  Programme of Study for English (2016). 

After the children have completed this task, they will then be recalling the information that they have learnt on the topic of ‘the day of a Coal Miner’ from the previous lessons. By recalling the information that they have already learnt the children will be challenging themselves and using their thinking skills as well as helping to improve the children’s self-esteem as Blooms revised Taxonomy suggests that it “provides a way to organise thinking skills into six levels” as cited in (Pohl, 2000, Learning to Think, Thinking to Learn, pp. 7-8.) The teacher will then need to explain to the children that they will be using chalk and charcoal to create their piece of artwork based on the life of a coal miner and Josef Herman’s artwork. (APPENDIX 2) During this activity, the children will have copies of Josef Herman’s artwork available for them to see and they will be encouraged to use chalk and charcoal to create light, dark, and shadows in their own artwork. At the end of the lesson, the children will look back, reflect on their own work and on the other children’s work and discuss with each other what they have done well and what they can do to improve. This is a good way to get children to converse with each other, evaluate their work and help to develop their oracy skills. The children’s work will be put onto A3 sheets of paper and will then be placed on display in the main hall. The children will be developing many skills during this Art lesson. Some of these are that they can “evaluate the methods and results of their own work and that of their fellow pupils through discussion and reflection,” they can “describe and make comparisons between their own work and that of others,” and will also have opportunity to “explore, experiment with and apply the elements of the visual, tactile and sensory language of art.” Art National Curriculum (2008). 

Music

Music provides plenty of opportunities for creativity, imaginative thoughts and learning and gives children the opportunity to express themselves in a stimulating, fun and engaging way. According to Robson and Jones (2008, p65): 

“As a form of expression, music can provide an active and practical application for creative thought, a medium through which imagination can become a reality, a means by which ideas may be put into action.”

To start the lesson, the teacher will explain the lesson objective of “I can plan and make a piece of music based on a coal miner’s day.” The teacher will then use the Assessment for Learning (AfL) strategy of ‘think, pair, share’ and ask the children open ended questions such as “How do you think a coal miner would feel working down the mines?” Assessment for Learning strategies are extremely beneficial to children in Primary Schools as stated in a document written by Sampsel (2013) that talks about the effects on Student confidence and participation on ‘think, pair, share’: 

“The study found that students’ participation increased, the number of long explanations given by students increased, and students comfort and confidence when contributing to class discussion also increased.”

This will give the children the opportunity to discuss their thoughts and will help to enhance their oracy skills, as they will be able to “respond orally to a variety of stimuli and ideas” and “speak and listen individually, in pairs, in groups and as members of a class.” Programme of Study for English (2016).

Once the children have shared their ideas with the rest of the class the teacher can then go on to ask the children what musical instruments they think they can use to represent a day in the life of a coal miner. This can include the weather, the environment in which the coal miner works and the feelings that the coal miner may show throughout their workday. After the children have shared their ideas and decided what musical instruments they would like to use, they will need to create a ‘graphic score’ (APPENDIX 3) as a class, making sure to use different symbols for each rhythm and instrument so the children are aware of when they will need to join in. The children will be split into four groups where they will be set the task of creating their own composition using the graphic score. The children will need to work together to decide who will play certain instruments and who will need to play in each section of the composition. This is another fantastic opportunity for the children to develop their quality of dialogue and to work together to improve their group work. Nearing the end of the lesson, the children will be able to share their compositions with the rest of the class and this can allow the Afl strategy of Peer Assessment. This is another extremely important strategy that needs to be utilised in the classroom because as identified in the Self and Peer Assessment document NFER, (2007) “having assessed the work of others, pupils will find it easier to identify weaknesses in their own work and to see how they can make improvements.” This can then help to critically evaluate their own learning, as they are able to reflect on other pupils work and then apply any feedback given to them.
To finish off the lesson the children will all come together as a class and practice performing all of their compositions at the same time. The teacher will conduct the children to play along the time scale (that runs along the bottom of the graphic score) and once the children have practiced enough times this can then allow the Teaching Assistant to audio record the children playing their compositions, so they are able to use the music to dance to in the next lesson. By completing these tasks, the children will be developing many Music skills such as “planning and making decisions about which music to perform and how to perform it” and how to “improvise, compose and arrange music.” Music National Curriculum (2008). There are also clear links to the cultural, economic and historical aspects of Curriculum Cymreig as according to the document Developing the Curriculum Cymreig (2003), the children are “gaining knowledge of one’s own community and its values and traditions, “understanding the role played by Welsh industry” and also “understanding how lives and localities have been shaped by the past.” 

Physical Education

For the final lesson which is Physical Education, the children will be making up a dance in pairs and then in groups. As an introduction, the teacher will explain the lesson objective of “I can create a dance based on a coal miner’s day.” The teacher will then show the children a video of traditional Welsh dancing (APPENDIX 4) and the teacher will ask the children to participate by asking them to demonstrate any moves/steps that they saw. Once the children have practiced some traditional Welsh moves, the teacher will put the children into pairs (boy/girl pairs as much as possible) and will then play the music that the children composed in their previous lesson. The children will be asked to create two short sections of dance which represents the coal miner’s average day (making sure to include elements of Traditional Welsh dancing) and will then join up with another pair to create a group of four. Once the children are in groups of four they will each teach the other pair the sections of dance that they have created and combine them altogether to create a dance that represents the coal miner’s day. “Vygotsky theorized that when children scaffold each other, they modify a task and offer assistance to each other to help complete the task (Tharpe & Gallimore, 1988)” as stated by Aschermann, in the Children Teaching and Learning document. When children teach each other, usually the child who is more able and confident will interact and aid their peer. After the children have been working in their groups of four and have completed their dance, there will be opportunity for the children to share their work with other members of their class. This is a good opening for the AfL strategy of Peer Assessment as the children can give feedback to their peers by explaining their strengths and suggesting how to improve their weaknesses. Encouraging children to take part in Physical Education is vital as it can have a significant influence on the children’s health in the future and how they view the importance of Physical Education. It also provides plenty of opportunity for group work and the development of important skills such as problem solving and Literacy as they will be encouraged to discuss decisions in the pairs/groups. 

The children will be developing many Physical Education skills throughout this lesson some of which will be that the children will “recognise the principles of simple composition and choreography in order to use them to plan sequences and a range of movement patterns” and “communicate ideas and emotions using gestures or other non-verbal signals to convey and enhance meaning,” Physical Education Curriculum (2008). The children will also be developing their Numeracy skills during this lesson as the children will be encouraged by the teacher to use ‘sets of eight’ dance counts to help to keep the children in time to the music they have composed. This develops the skill of “exploring sequences of whole numbers involving addition,” Programme of Study for Mathematics (2016) as the children are given the opportunity to practise and reinforce this skill outside of a maths lesson. The children will be developing their Literacy skills throughout this lesson as they will be discussing in their pairs and groups what moves to include in their dances and how to improve them. This helps to develop the literacy skills of “responding orally to a variety of stimuli and ideas,” “communicating for a range of purposes,” “speaking and listening individually, in pairs, in groups and as members of a class” and “listening and viewing attentively, responding to a wide range of communication,” Programme of Study for English (2016). There are links to Curriculum Cymreig during this lesson as the children are “celebrating the distinctive cultures, languages and traditions of Wales”, “understanding the role played by Welsh industry” and “understanding how lives and localities have been shaped by the past,” Developing the Curriculum Cymreig (2003). 

Celebration of the children’s work

To conclude the theme of ‘Coal Mining’ and to celebrate the work the children have completed over these lessons, the children will put on a performance where they can show their artwork, compositions and dance pieces to their parents and guardians. By performing to members of the public the children will be able to achieve the Physical Education skill of “performing and developing an appreciation of movement from different traditions,” Physical Education Curriculum (2008). I think it is important for the children to have a celebration of their work as it will enhance their confidence and motivation to carry on learning, as they will feel a sense of achievement and pride in their abilities. Donaldson (2015) supports my opinion as he states in Successful Future’s that: 

“The expressive arts provide inspiration and motivation as they bring children and young people into contact with the creative processes, performances and products of others and stimulate their own experimentation and creativity.”

Conclusion 

In conclusion, the Visual and Expressive Arts are extremely important in primary schools as it provides a variety of opportunities for children to express themselves in ways that they would usually shy away from. By incorporating the Visual and Expressive Arts subjects into primary schools more frequently, the children will become more confident in their abilities and have more opportunities to work alongside and with their peer group. According to Bloomfield and Childs (2000) “all children, whatever their background or aptitude, have the ability to express themselves successfully through the arts, gaining confidence and a new means of accessing other areas of the curriculum.” I believe that using an artefact to teach in a classroom opens up many possibilities for cross-curricular learning and encourages children and teachers to explore new and interesting resources to structure their learning and teaching. I also believe that by using an artefact to teach in a classroom, children become more motivated and engaged in their learning as it is a new experience and can become more challenging for them. Robinson (2006) stated, “We don’t grow into creativity, we grow out of it.” I agree with this statement as I feel that children only ‘grow out of creativity’ if they do not have enough opportunity to engage in it whilst they are in school. I feel that it is important for children to be creative and for them to use their imagination whilst working as this can help to encourage those children who may struggle with the more academic subjects to shine. Creativity can also build children’s confidence, as there is never a right or wrong way to express yourself and it is important that children are aware of this. The children have gained a selection of skills from the lessons that have been planned, which have enabled them to experience a variety of different activities, which have given them the freedom of choice and the opportunity to show their individuality and creativity. The Education Minister Huw Lewis supports my opinion as he states, “the arts fire up our imagination, inspire us and help us develop new skills.” To conclude, I believe that creativity and the Visual and Expressive Arts subjects are very important to teach in schools as it enhances the children’s learning and develops numerous skills, which they will need to use in their future lives. Bloomfield and Childs (2000) stated that “the integrated arts mode accords dance, drama, music and visual art a collective, central and pivotal role in primary education.” 
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