Cavalier Poets
Two views:


'Gentlemen indeed; the ragged Infantrie of Stewes and Brothels; the spawn and 
shipwrack of Taverns and Dicing Houses'


(John Milton Prose III)


'Amongst the highest and most refined Wits of the Nation, the Gentile and Princely


Poet [Suckling] took his generous rise from the Court; where many flourish'd with 


splendour and reputation, he lived only long enough to see the Sun-set of that


Majesty from whose auspicious beams he derived his lustre'


(V. Mosely on Suckling in intro to poems)

For idealised model see Herrick's 'His Cavalier'

Some key dates/influences/ideas
1603 
Accession of James I. Divine Right of Kings:


‘it is manifest that God by His Almighty Providence hath preordained it to be 


so ... I am the husband and the whole island is my lawful wife ...’ (Address to


Parliament 1604)


‘Tis true the kings have been instruments to cast off the Pope’s supremacy, but


we may see if thay have not put themselves into the same state’ (Anon. Radical


observer in A.S.P Woodhouse (ed) Puritanism and Liberty (Dent 1986) p.40)

1605   ‘Gunpowder Plot’; Bacon The Advancement of Learning -- attempt to 


encourage scientific method. (Nb Milton: ‘The end then of learning is to


repair the ruins of our first parents by regainig God aright’ Of Education

(1643)) Baconian method would come to dominate Oxford during 1650s.  
1611
Authorized version of the Bible

1614
Webster Duchess of Malfi

1616
Ben Jonson Works; dramatist poet, at Gresham College; becomes centre of  group (The Tribe of Ben) meeting at the Devil Tavern. 
1620
Population reaches approx 5 million from 2.5 million in 1520. Emmigration of 


Pilgrim Fathers; endpoint of separatist trends in CofE; Puritanism ---> 

Dissenters
1623
Shakespeare first folio

1625
Accession of Charles I

1626
George Villiers, (Buckingham) Buckingham failed mission to Cadiz; Parliament 
moved to dismiss him; King retaliated by dismissing Parliament but later recalled as needed money to fight war with France and Spain (Catholic powers). , 
1628
King  re-issues Thirty Nine Articles into the CofE. . 
1629
Parliament debates Petition of Right: control over religious practice and taxation. 


Charles arrests nine members of Parliament.


Dissolution of parliament (-1640); Court ce.ntre of power; a series of elaborate 


Court masques conducted. Idealisation of royal marriage. Woman as cultural 


icon powerful, but very little actual power; part of larger ‘feudal’ structure:


‘Only freemen be considered as subjects and citizens of the commonwealth, not


bondmen who can bear no rule nor juristiction over freemen, as they are the 


goods and possessions of others. And in this consideration we also reject 


women, as those whom nature has made to keep home and to nourish their


family ... (Sir Thomas Smith De Republica Anglorum (1583))

1633
Laud becomes Archbishop of Cantebury. (Laudanism v Calvinsim).

‘Some think that one of a hundred, some but one of a thousand may be saved.’


(Sir Arthur Dent The Plain Man’s Pathway to Heaven (1601)) 

‘I evidently saw that unless the great God, of His Infinite Grace ... had 


voluntarily chosen me to be a vessel of Mercy, though I should desire and long 


and labour until my heart did break, no good could came of it. Therefore, this


would stick with me, How can you tell you arebelected?’ (Bunyan Grace 


Abounding (1666)) 

1634
Carew's masque Coelum Britannicum; Ship money
1639
Carew accompanies King in expedition against the Scots

1640
Short Parliament; Long Parliament (-1653) --- parliaments called to raise money to 


fight Scots; impeachment of Laud 

Publication Jonson's posthumous Works in 2vols.; includes Timber or Discoveries,

--41 in which Jonson sets out some of his views of poetry.


The true artificer will not run away from Nature as he were afraid of her, or depart


from life and the likeness of truth, but speak to the capacity of his hearers...'


'... out of the observation, knowledge, and the use of things, many writers perplex 


their readers and hearers with mere nonsense. Their writings need sunshine. Pure 


and neat language I love, yet plain and customary.'


'Sense is wrought out of experience, the knowledge of human life and actions, or 


of the liberal arts ... Metaphors far-fet [far fetched] hinder to be understood 


[contra Metaphysicals (?)]; and affected, lose their grace ... the chief virtue of 


style is perspicuity, and nothing so vicious as to need an interpreter. Words 


borrowed from antiquity [Classicism] do lend a kind of majesty ... they have the 


authority of years ... Some words are to be culled out for ornament and colour ...; 


but, they are better when they grow to our style ... A strict and succinct style is 


that where you can take nothing away without loss, and that loss to be manifest ...'


Suckling, after years of court service and gambling, as an MP attempts to rally 


army to support King; actions questioned by Parliament; forced to flee. Takes his 


own life (?)

1641 
Triennial Act: Parliament to be summoned without royal command, declared 'ship money' to be illegal; Parliament issues Grand Remonstrance --- list of criticism of King.
1642
King tries to arrest five MPs including Hampden and Pym. They flee; Parliament takes control of Militia, King seeks support on Continent; King rejects Nineteen Propositions: new constitution, parliamentary control of law, army, church. 

Carew's Poems --- posthumously published. Lovelace presents Kentish Petition 


(Royalist manifesto) to Parliament; imprisoned for first of several times; writes 'To


Althea from Prison'. Subsequently financially ruined by support of Royalist cause. 


CIVIL WAR

1643
Royalists win battles 

1644
Marston Moor: defeat of royalist Cavalry led by Prince Rupert (battle involved c.45,000)
1645
Lovelace's brother part of the Royalist force defending Carmarthen; New Model 

Army.
1646
Suckling Fragmenta Aurea; Edwrd Hyde (Lord Clarendon (1660)) begins 

History of the Rebellion and Civil Wars in England (pub 1702): 
‘castigation of heaven universal apostasy in the whole nation from their religion and allegiance’. (ed. W. Dunn Macray 6 vols. (OUP 1992) 1.1)
1647
Herrick expelled from his church post as Royalist sympathiser; Putney Debates: popular calls for democracy, changes in land and property ownership, largely ignored by authorities
1648
Herrick Hesperides (published with Noble Numbers -- religious verse)

1649
Abolition of monarchy and House of Lords; execution of Charles I; general 

Millenerial beliefs; Eikon Basilke v Milton’s Eikonoklastes; Digger takeover 


of wasteland at St George’s Hill, Surrey quashed by Govt. forces.


ABIEZER COPPE. A Fiery Flying Roll. 

Ch. 1: 1. Thus saith the Lord, I inform you, that I overturn, overturn, overturn. And as the Bishops, Charles, and the Lords, have had their turn, overturn, so your turn shall be next (ye surviving great ones) by what Name or Title soever dignified or distinguished) who ever you are, that oppose me, the Eternall God, who am UNIVERSALL Love, and whose service is perfect freedom, and pure Libertinisme. 

2. But afore I proceed any further, be it known to you, That although that excellent Majesty, which dwells in the Writer of this Roule, hath reconciled ALL THINGS to himselfe, yet this hand (which now writes) never drew sword, or shed one drop of any mans blood. (I am free from the blood of all men) though (I say) all things are reconciled to me, the eternall God (IN HIM) yet sword levelling, or digging-leveling, are neither of them his principle. 

Both are as farre from his principle, as the east is from the West, or the Heavens from the earth, (though, I say, reconciled to both, as to all things else) and though he hath more justice, righteousnesse, truth, and sincerity, shining in those low dung-hils, (as they are esteemed) then in the sunne, Moone, and all the Stars. 

3. I come not forth (in him) either with material sword, or Mattock, but now (in this my day---) I make him my Sword-bearer, to brandish the Sword of the Spirit, as he hath done severall dayes and nights together, thorow the streets of the great City. 

4. And now thus saith the Lord:<L> Though you can as little endure the word LEVELLING, as could the late slaine or dead Charles (your forerunner, who is gone before you--) and had as live heare the Devil named, as heare of the Levellers (Men-Levellers) which is, and who (indeed) are but shadowes of most terrible, yet great and glorious good things to come. 

5. Behold, behold, behold, I the eternall God, the Lord of Hosts, who am that might Leveller, am comming (yea even at the doores) to Levell in good earnest, to levell to some purpose, to levell with a witnesse, to levell the Hills with the Valleys, and to lay the Mountains low.
1657
Cromwell refuses crown

1658 
Death of Cromwell; Richard Cromwell Lord Protector

1659
Resignation of Richard Cromwell; Pepys starts diary;Lovelace Lucasta: 
           Posthume Poems
1660
Restoration of Monarchy: Charles II; founding of Royal Society; Herrick restored 

to position.  
The Civil War was a class war, in which the despotism of Charles I was defended by the reactionary forces of the established Church and conservative landlords. Parliament beat the King because it could appeal to the enthusiastic support of the trading and industrial classes in town and countryside, to the yeomen and progressive gentry, and to wider masses of the population whenever they were able by free discussion to understand what the struggle was really about. The rest of this essay will try to prove and illustrate these generalisations. (Christopher Hill The English Revolution 1640 (Lawrecne and Wishart, 1940) p. 1).
Great events do not necessarily have great causes, thought it is natural for historians to seek them. Until recently early seventeenth-century parlia​mentary history has suffered from the straightjacket of the whig tradition, with its overriding but anachronistic concepts of 'government' and 'opposition'. Now it is plain there was no high road to civil war. There was not bound to be a struggle between king and parliament in order that the
balanced constitution of the eighteenth century could be its outcome. Nor, it has been established, can the war be explained in terms of social revolution: the ultimate split was quite clearly a split within the governing class. (Andrew Fletcher The Outbreak of the English Civil War (NYUP, 1981) p. 407)
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