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Introduction  

Whatever we are now, are the fruit of our childhood 

rearing.  
We become a suitable individual according to the society roots back to the every 

event of our childhood. Starting from the stage of conception.  

The character and personality building starts from the very moment when the 

mother conceives. What were her condition during the pregnancy days tells a lot 

about the brain development of the child. Later on the milestone of the child In his 

early years tells a lot about his intellectual features and personality. The two 

suitable best psychological theory which explains a lot about the development in 

early stages are by Jean Piaget and Erik Erikson   



Jean Piaget  

Psychological theories  

Jean Piaget (1896–1980) was a Swiss psychologi

st who spent thousands of hours observing and w

riting about children in the early and middle 20th c

entury 

 

Piaget’s body of work focused on ways in which c

hildren’s development progresses as they grow ol

der  

 



Stages of Piaget 



The Sensorimotor Stage 

 
Birth to about 2 years of age 
 

In this stage, infants construct an understanding of 
the world by coordinating their sensory experienc
es (such as seeing and hearing) with their actions 
(reaching, touching)—hence the term sensorimotor
. 
 



The Preoperational Stage 

2 to 7 years of age 

 – Symbolic function and intuitive thought 

– Symbolic function substage: The first substage of preoperational thought, occurring b
etween about 2 to 4 years of age; the ability to represent an object not present devel
ops and symbolic thinking increases; egocentrism is present. 

– Now you see now you don’t . 

– Expanded use of language and the emergence of pretend play are other examples of an 
increase in symbolic thought during this early childhood substage 



The Preoperational Stage 

 
– Intuitive thought sub stage is the second sub stage of preoperational thought, lasting 

from about 4 to 7 years of age. Children begin to use primitive reasoning and want to 
know the answer to all sorts of questions.  

– They seem so sure about their knowledge in this sub stage but are unaware of how they 
know what they know. 

– Centration 

– This is present when there is lack of conservation. 

 



Erik Erikson  



Stages of early childhood development  



Stage 1: trust versus mistrust   



Autonomy versus shame 



Initiative versus guilt  



It is very important if the child is being taught various concepts through play. Th

e concept of good touch and bad touch can taught through paly and it is import

ant topic to be discussed in the age of -5  



How parent can help in child development?  

Do not teach but lead.   

In this age children look up to 
their parents and caregiver for 
every act they do. They want e
ncouragement therefore encou
raging children in making them 
take steps in their lives in very 

important  
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