5.0 - Conclusion 

5.1 introduction
The overall aim of this research was to advance an understanding of the difference in treatment between male and female offenders within the criminal justice system in England and Wales. The specific research objectives within this research were; to explore the prevalence of male and female offending in England and Wales, to compare and contrast the difference in treatment between male and female offenders, and to explore public perception on the treatment of male and female offenders in England and Wales. In order to effectively conclude this dissertation, the findings within these objectives will be summarised and concluded throughout this chapter. 

5.2 Objective one 
The first objective which will be summarised and concluded throughout this chapter will be ‘Explore the prevalence of male and female offending in England and Wales’, as a result of the literature review chapter and the analysis chapter. In terms of the findings gathered from preexisting literature, the results portray that there is in fact a difference in treatment between male and female offenders throughout the criminal justice system. 
The preexisting literature researched throughout this dissertation provides a large contrast between the prevalence of male and female offenders throughout the criminal justice system. In terms of arrests and convictions alone UK Government (2023) states that for every 1,000 people, 19.2 males are arrested in comparison to 3.2 females and furthermore preexisting literature has provided that there is a lack of reduction in terms of male arrests as males accounted for 85% of arrests in 2021. 
In terms of primary research conducted throughout this dissertation, the participants involved with the primary research were posed with the question “According to UK Government (2023), males were 6 times more likely to be arrested than females in England and Wales in 2022. Why do you think this is?”. Answers provided to this question consisted of “gender discrimination”, “Males are more violent”, “Gang cultures” and “the system is more lenient towards women”. in conclusion in terms of this objective, it is clear to state that although there has been no significant findings as to why males are the sex more likely to be arrested, yet the primary research along with the preexisting literature does provide that somewhere within the criminal justice system men are typically more targeted in terms of arrests and convictions. 

5.3 Objective Two
Moving on, the following objective will be summarised and concluded throughout this chapter also based off of the preexisting literature findings as well as findings from the primary research conducted throughout this dissertation; ‘Compare and contrast the difference in treatment of male and female offenders’. 
In terms of researching whether there is a difference in treatment between male and female offenders, preexisting literature has provided that there is a substantial difference in terms of the crimes committed between male and female offenders. UK Parliament (2022) provides that in 2019 women were recorded most likely to be convicted of TV licence evasion at 74%, whereas 98% of males were convicted of sexual offences. Which provides a potential cause to the difference in treatment of male and female offenders. 
Furthermore, throughout the primary research conducted, in order to gain an understanding on whether the public believe there is in fact a difference in treatment of male and female offenders, the participants where posed with questions such as “Do you believe females are treated more leniently than males within the criminal justice system in England and Wales”. Answers provided to this section of the primary research consist of participants stating that they believe that females are in fact treated differently to males with lenience. The responses consist of answers such as “more sympathy towards females”, “because of their children” and “because of their biological needs”. 
In conclusion of this objective based off of the findings summaries, there is without a doubt a difference in treatment between male and female offenders, the primary research correlated with the preexisting literature provides there to be more lenience in terms of female offenders, however in terms of finding a concrete reasoning as to why has proved to be limiting. 

5.4 Objective Three
The final objective to summarise and conclude is that of ‘Explore public perceptions on the treatment of male and female offenders in England and Wales’, this objective was completed through a quantitative and qualitative survey which was accessed via social media for any age group above 18. The participants were provided with a number of questions on the topic of the treatment of male and female offenders in the criminal justice system in England and Wales. In order to effectively gather public perception on this objective the participants were requir3ed to answer the follow question, stating yes, no and why; Do you believe male and female offenders are treated differently within the criminal justice system? 81.8% of the participants stated that they do believe that male and female offenders are treated different throughout the criminal justice system. Responses as to why, consist of; “women have different needs”, “their gender”, “special treatment due to vulnerability”. Overall the publics perception on the difference in treatment on male and female offenders throughout the criminal justice system is that there is a large difference in terms of treatment and it is typically believed to be due to the female gender being viewed as vulnerable and how they are believed to lack a criminality mentality. 

5.5 Recommendations 
The government should provide a strategy plan equivalent to ‘The Female Offender Strategy Delivery Plan 2022-25’ in order to minimise the difference in treatment between male and female offenders, which will also provide males with the same support and guidance females are provided with throughout and after their sentence. 

5.6 Limitations 
In terms of limitations, the primary research could have been conducted in other ways in order to reach more participants. The questionnaire only reached 55 respondents where the aim was to reach 100. Instead of distributing the questionnaire through social media alone, including in person interviews with individuals who work within the criminal justice system would have provided a more in-depth view on the difference of treatment between male and female offenders within the criminal justice system. 

5.7 Conclusion 
Throughout this dissertation the aims and objectives have been thoroughly researched and therefore met and has identified limitations. This chapter has summarised and concluded the findings of the research and has provided recommendations which could improve the future of this topic.


 
