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Introduction

In his 2004 dissertation, Bernard Eccles highlighted a decline of interest in astrology despite continued popularity of New Age and spiritual ephemera. His paper examined factors leading to its fall, analysed options, and proposed conditions for its survival, which were in association with ecological and neo-pagan movements. Almost twenty-years later, there is clear evidence of astrology, not only as a strong feature of counterculture but as a mainstream interest, with references seen across media, fashion, and music. This research set out to explore the cosmology of astrologers in 2023 to identify whether this resurgence of astrology is connected to paganism and ecological movements and to examine what the findings mean for astrology’s future. This research took place in the UK and online in April 2023, with 69 respondents to an online questionnaire and 28 responses to a subsequent questionnaire. 


[bookmark: _Toc133937988]Aims and Purpose of the Research Project

This paper explores the proposition made by Bernard Eccles in his paper, Astrology in England in the Twenty-First Century, that ‘the most promising direction for astrology to take for its survival was in association with ecological and neo-pagan movements’[footnoteRef:1], as well as consider Michael York’s claim that religion is ‘a compilation of suggestions and techniques by which we may have become receptive to the supernatural and encourage its operation within our lives’.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Bernard Eccles, Astrology in England in the Twenty-First Century, (Bath Spa University, 2004)]  [2:  Michael York, Pagan Theology: Paganism as a World Religion (New York University Press, 2003)] 

The aim of the research was to survey astrologers via online questionnaire regarding their cosmological views to obtain quantitative and qualitative data for initial examination of the research question, identify emerging themes and follow up with interviews to explore emerging themes at a deeper level.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Judith Bell and Stephen Waters, Doing your Research Project (Open International Publishing Ltd, 2018), pp.23-46] 

The purpose of this research is to examine astrologers’ beliefs in 2023 to determine whether the resurgence of astrology is due to association with paganism and ecological movements and to establish how astrologer’s beliefs intersect and manifest as cultural and spiritual practices.
The objective is to build on previous research examining the state of astrology, its future, and the associations it may make for its survival and growth, and to place this in context with current cultural factors to identify correlations and draw conclusions regarding what the future holds for astrology.

[bookmark: _Toc133937989]
Literature Review

Bernard Eccles (2004) highlighted a decline in astrology at the turn of the century and proposed the most positive direction astrology could take for its survival was in association with ecological and neo-pagan movements.[footnoteRef:4] This literature review aims to provide an overview of research that has explored such topics to provide the basis for interpretation and analysis of research data from this study on which to form a conclusion.  [4:  Bernard Eccles, Astrology in the 21st Century] 

According to Nicholas Campion (2012) all of us have a personal cosmology and set of beliefs about the way the cosmos works and how we fit into it.[footnoteRef:5] Freya Mathews (1991) wrote about the conditioning of cosmologies in reflection of historical, environmental, technological, psychological and social factors.[footnoteRef:6] Religion is often used to refer to organized belief and practice, while spirituality is held to involve one’s deepest values and most profound religious experiences (Taylor 2010).[footnoteRef:7] Linda Woodhead has argued (2009) that religions like paganism are part of a new religious paradigm in which spiritual practices are at once individual and influenced by cultural forces.[footnoteRef:8] Michael York (2005) and Paul Heelas (1996) note the metaphysical or magical aspects of contemporary paganism have links with what is commonly called New Age Spirituality. Many techniques and practices, as well as a view of the world as alive and connected, are shared by both communities. Helen A. Berger’s survey of contemporary pagans (2019) confirms a trend towards eclecticism and solitary practise[footnoteRef:9], which correlates with Walter and Waterhouse’s findings (1999) of increasing privatised religion and diverse beliefs.[footnoteRef:10] Geographer Clarence Glacken has argued that a worldview, in which the world is alive, interdependent, and sacred, was one of the long-standing ways people have oriented themselves to nature and have understood how religion and culture are related.[footnoteRef:11] ‘Nature Religion’ (Taylor 2010) is commonly used as an umbrella term to mean religious perceptions and practices characterized by a respect for nature and which considers its destruction sacrilegious. Dark Green Religion (Taylor 2010) is a belief system in which nature is sacred, has intrinsic values, is due reverent care and can be observed whether belief in an immanent force is co-present or not.[footnoteRef:12] According to Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1762), natural religion and an epistemological turn to nature could lead the way to a life free from the alienation and materialism of Western civilization.[footnoteRef:13] In terms of a conducive relationship with ‘pagan-like, ecologically-oriented spirituality’, Patrick Curry has outlined a conception of astrology in which nature is central and involves contextualising astrology as a divinatory practice in which the Earth and its animist apprehension is indispensable.[footnoteRef:14] [5:  Nicholas Campion, Astrology and Cosmology in the World’s Religions (New York University Press, 2012)]  [6:  Freya Mathews, The Ecological Self (Routledge, 1991), p.109]  [7:  Bron Taylor, Dark Green Religion: Nature Spirituality and the Planetary Future. 1st ed. University of California Press, 2010. http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/j.ctt1ppt59.]  [8:  Linda Woodhead, Old, New and Emerging Paradigms in the Sociological Study of Religion, Nordic Journal of Religion and Society, 22:103-21 (2009)]  [9:  Helen A. Berger, Solitary Pagans (University of South Carolina Press, 2019)]  [10:  Tony Walter and Helen Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England, Sociology of Religion, Vol.60, No.2, (Summer 1999), pp.187-197]  [11:  Glacken, Clarence. Traces on the Rhodian Shore: Nature and Culture in Western Thought from Ancient Times to the End of the Eighteenth Century. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1967]  [12:  Bron Taylor, Dark Green Religion: Nature Spirituality and the Planetary Future. 1st ed. University of California Press, 2010. http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/j.ctt1ppt59.]  [13:  Jean-Jacques Rousseau, A Discourse upon the Original Foundation of the Inequality among Mankind. (R. and J. Dodsley, 1761) ]  [14:  Patrick Curry, Grounding the Stars: Towards an Ecological Astrology, Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture, 1:2 (2007)] 

[bookmark: _Toc133937990]Methodology

Data was collected through an online questionnaire to provide quantitative and qualitative material on which an objective consideration of emerging themes or topics could be made.[footnoteRef:15] The questionnaire comprised a mix of question types to maintain enthusiasm and enabled the respondent to expand on questions where appropriate to explain behaviour and beliefs within the context of their experience.[footnoteRef:16] The questionnaire sought to capture factors relating to their astrology practice and establish how their interest came about and the reasons as well as exploring theological and ecological beliefs to examine potential connections. It was intended that subsequent interviews would be carried out to explore more deeply associated beliefs to better understand correlation or causality, as well as establish how isolated or conflicting beliefs are reconciled. In the absence of time to undertake interviews, follow-up questions were sent to respondents by email. Questions on this follow-up survey were tailored depending on whether respondents had identified themselves with an orthodox religion or not. The survey was promoted by the London School of Astrology and via social media pages of the Astrological Association and Organisation for Professional Astrologers. This approach was felt to provide confidence regarding a commitment to astrology among respondents to improve the quality of overall response data. [15:  Judith Bell and Stephen Waters, Doing your Research Project (Open International Publishing Ltd, 2018), pp.23-46]  [16:  Hennick, Hutter & Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods (SAGE, 2015)] 
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Statement of results

Three-times more woman than men responded, with only one identifying as gender non-specific. Nobody under twenty-four responded with the number of respondents increasing with each age group. This is common in surveys generally.[footnoteRef:17] The demographic data confirms the response is predominantly female-dominated and Western-world-oriented.
 [17:  Groves, R. M., & Peytcheva, E. (2008). The impact of nonresponse rates on nonresponse bias: A meta-analysis. Public Opinion Quarterly, 72(2), 167-189] 

[image: Forms response chart. Question title: How long have you been practising astrology?. Number of responses: 69 responses.][image: Forms response chart. Question title: Age. Number of responses: 69 responses.]


The respondents' astrology experience was a good cross-section to analyse data relative to experience level. Just under half have been astrologers for over 20 years. The other half started practicing more recently, allowing for comparison with Eccles' dissertation, to determine if they fit the proposed criteria. Respondents were asked how they felt practising astrology benefited them or their life. Key words were coded and grouped into thematic areas using the grounded theory approach.[footnoteRef:18] Categories are shown in order of the number of times references were made. Thematic areas comprise key components of any human life and show astrology to have broad and far-reaching benefits. [18:  B.G. Glaser & A.L. Strauss, The discovery of grounded theory: Strategies for qualitative research. (Aldine de Gruyter, 1967).] 


Table of Categories & Concepts 
[bookmark: _Toc133937992]
Theological Beliefs and Practices

Belief in God was possibly too arbitrary a question, which proved challenging for some to answer. Thirty-nine (57%) answered yes, four said maybe, and seven said no. However, nineteen people, although positive in their view, could not give a direct answer and articulated their position by confirming belief in many gods, gods and goddesses, ‘something we are born out of and return to’, a benevolent spiritual force, and god pervading every cell of our being. Ultimately, the consensus was of agreement of a higher power or divine force. Religious identification was grouped by those with over 20 years’ experience and those with less than 20 years’ experience in astrology, who are the main interest group in relation to Eccles’ proposition.

	Religion/Belief
	Under 20 yrs. 
	Over 20 yrs. 
	Total

	Orthodox Religions
	
	
	

	Buddhism
	2
	
	

	Catholic
	
	1
	

	Christian
	8
	4
	

	Hindu
	
	1
	

	Jewish
	1
	
	

	Muslim
	
	1
	

	
	11
	7
	18

	Non-Orthodox
	
	
	

	Animist
	2
	
	

	Druid
	1
	1
	

	New Age
	2
	3
	

	Pagan
	4
	4
	

	Spiritual
	4
	1
	

	Theosophist
	
	2
	

	Vedic
	
	1
	

	Wiccan
	1
	
	

	Witch
	
	1
	

	
	14
	13
	27

	No Religion
	3
	6
	

	Not clear regarding beliefs
	2
	2
	

	Prefer not to say
	6
	1
	

	
	11
	9
	20




The data shows little change in the number of pagans or those with non-orthodox beliefs/practices regardless of experience, while those identifying with orthodox religion increased by over 50% for those with less than 20 years' experience. The majority (87%) felt there was a difference between being religious and spiritual. 91% considered themselves either very spiritual or moderately spiritual. Just one person did not consider themselves spiritual. More than half (59%) practise Tarot and observe the lunar cycle, while almost half (49%) use aromatherapy, herbal or flower essence remedies, or work with crystals. About 40% engage in yoga, prayer, reiki, and energy healing. A third honour the wheel of the year, maintain an altar, participate in spiritualism, witchcraft, and magic, plant in alignment with the moon, and work with deities. Over 80% confirm they meditate, and 75% believe in reincarnation. Other practices mentioned by a few were music, shamanism, homeopathy, tai-chi, feng-shui, and fasting.
Many felt there was a relationship between astrology and religion through them both encouraging a perspective on the divine or providing ways to make sense of the world, astrology forming the basis and symbology of many orthodox religions, and the tie that astrology and religion both have to seasons and cycles. There was a strong view of religion as something that attempted to control the masses, whereas astrology supported exploration and self-growth. Twenty-four people did not see a relationship. Some felt that religion is a construct based on dogma and ritual with outdated perspectives of astrology as a form of witchcraft.

[bookmark: _Toc133937994]Ecological Beliefs

Participants were provided with three statements that are considered to describe the primary ecological worldviews:
· Humans are the most important beings on the planet and nature is a resource to be utilised for human benefit – Anthropocentric position.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Mark Sagoff, The Economy of the Earth: Philosophy, Law and the Environment (Cambridge University Press, 1988)] 

· All living things have inherent value and human actions should be guided by concern for the well-being of all life, not just the human species – Biocentric position.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  P.W Taylor, Respect for Nature: A theory of environmental ethics (Princeton University Press, 1983)] 

· Humans are just one part of a larger, interconnected web of life, and human well-being is inseparable from the entire ecosystem – Deep Ecology position (incorporating Ecocentrism).[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Arne Naess, Ecology, Community and Lifestyle: Outline of an Ecosophy (Cambridge University Press, 1989)] 

Participants were not told which worldviews each statement related to and were just asked to confirm which statement they most identified with. 78% of respondents identified most closely with the deep ecology view and 22% with the biocentric view. Not a single respondent chose the anthropocentric view. Participants were also asked how important the issue of climate change was to them personally on a scale, with 1 representing ‘not important’ and 5 representing ‘very important’. More than two-thirds (69%) selected 4 or 5 suggesting the issue is of high concern. 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: How important is the issue of climate change to you personally?. Number of responses: 68 responses.]
Despite a majority leaning towards a deep ecology/ecocentric perspective, twenty people (30%) either couldn’t see or found it difficult to articulate a relationship between astrology and ecology. Two referred to the ‘politicisation’ of climate change or ‘climate emergency hysteria and ideology’ suggesting political views impacted their response, despite holding an ecocentric view. Twenty-eight (43%) expressed the connectedness of the earth to the wider cosmos, ‘as above so below’, the ability of astrology to explain natural phenomena through cycles of time, and astrology helping awaken one to greater consciousness. Seventeen (26%) connected astrology and ecology through mundane astrology being able to describe geological events or highlight astrological emphasis of areas of focus. This data indicates that while respondents easily identified their preferred ecological position when presented, it is not a topic on which respondents seem well versed, perhaps highlighting its infancy as a dialogue.
[bookmark: _Toc133937996]Combined worldview

All respondents (100%) felt their cosmological beliefs were complementary or compatible, suggesting a confident approach to select and use beliefs and practices they feel support their spiritual growth and wellbeing, whether religiously compatible or not. This corresponds with the findings of Walter and Waterhouse regarding the emergence of privatised religion that accommodates potentially incongruent or contradictory positions.[footnoteRef:22] [22:  Tony Walter and Helen Waterhouse, A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England, Sociology of Religion, Vol.60, No.2, (Summer 1999), pp.187-197] 
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Follow up Questions

Eight people identifying as belong to an orthodox religion responded to follow up questions. They were asked to define their identity more specifically and explain how they determined which aspect takes precedent or was the more defining factor. Four people identified as a ‘Christian who practices astrology’. However, despite identifying as Christian, one respondent elaborated saying, 
“I don’t follow anything as a faith. I was conditioned by family to be a Christian by label, but the values are my values anyway not because I follow it. It means nothing to me to be called a Christian, it’s just something passed down through generations.” 
A second added, 
“I was raised Christian so I suppose that’s what I am, however, I’ve never been so narrowed minded to not allow other schools of thought such as reincarnation or astrology to determine what I may or not believe. I’ve made an assumption that the way I was raised must be part of me, but perhaps it’s not.” 
A third said, 
“Astrology is my connection to the universe/God head. Christianity to me is a set of values  - they are part of my value system.” 
Two respondents were not sure how to define themselves further saying, “
I guess I'm an astrologer whose Jewish cultural heritage is very important; however, my spiritual explorations have been nourished by several different traditions and astrology itself, which has been a powerful means of imaging myself within cosmic cycles and patterns” 
and 
“I’m from a very lax C of E background. I believe there is a greater spirit other than our own, but I’m not sure there is a current faith system in which to place my beliefs. Buddhism is probably the closest, but even that has its own formality. I suppose it’s the formality that puts me off.” 
Two felt their faith was equal to their astrology practice and one considered themselves an astrologer that follows the Jewish faith saying, 
“I consider myself an astrologer, with extensive religious training, which instead of understanding it as totally alternate points, I have been able to complement them.” 

Respondents that had identified with an orthodox religion were asked if they were more likely to attend a church or astrology event. All eight confirmed they would most likely attend an astrology event and most spoke unfavourably regarding church activity.
Comments included,
“Church events are meaningless and don’t relate to anything in my life. Astrology is linked to my life obviously! Bible stories don’t relate.”
“I attend many more astrological meetings than Jewish events and feel more at home in astrology meetings.”
“Astrology, as rarely go to church; last visit was a commemoration service for my cousin. More like a concert than a service.”
“I attend events such as weddings, funerals, midnight mass quite happily. I wouldn’t attend a church for any other reason. I attend astrology meetings and seminars as they ‘speak’ a more inclusive language. It is about the individual. It looks to assist and support them. Conventional religions feel a lot more, one size fits all. They feel archaic. Astrology allows, in the right hands, opportunities for real evolvement in an individual.”
These comments indicate little incentive to attend church with low relevance to respondents’ lives.  

Twenty people responded to follow up questions tailored for those who had identified with a non-orthodox belief or non-belief. More than half (11) identified as ‘an Astrologer who practises Paganism/Wicca/Spirituality, etc’ confirming astrology as the defining factor of their cosmological identity. This was quite a difference to those in the orthodox category and comments pointed to astrology as an underlying truth of all faiths and practices. 
Comments included,
“Astrology first. All other religious or ritual practice is timed to mark or celebrate or participate in either the solar-lunar calendar or to make use of beneficial planetary positions.”
“Astrology is a part of my spirituality, but I consider myself an astrologer, not just someone who practices astrology.”
“Astrology is a key part of my self-created explanation of Existence. So, Astrology is an almost daily part of my life. Spirituality is a natural consequence of explaining Existence, but apart from it influencing my attitudes to life, there is no practice.”
Just over a quarter (6) identified as faith first and regarded astrology as a tool to support or explore spiritual beliefs. 
They said,
“I describe myself as a spiritual person. Astrology is just one of the tools I use to support me being aligned to my highest truth and spiritual path. Absent astrology, I would still be spiritual. Absent spirituality, it’s highly unlikely I would ascribe to astrology.”
“Wicca is my spiritual path. Astrology is a tool I use to better understand my life and the universe.”
“A belief involves faith in the sacred, related to Destiny or fate. Astrology is simply one of many guides to aid the further understanding of how to read destiny, or those occurrences that appear to be so, and make what use of free will we are able to.”
“Astrology is a tool I use to express and understand my spiritual nature.”
Two people felt their astrology was broadly equal to their spiritual belief saying,
“They seem to walk hand in hand and evolve together.”
“Very hard for me to say which takes precedent. Maybe first is a profound belief in a benign and conscious universe. Second astrology showing us that there is order in the cosmos.” 
An equal number of respondents (8) viewed astrology as intrinsic to their theological beliefs as opposed to a separate practise. Four people were not sure how to answer as they could see ways in which it was both linked but also separate.

[bookmark: _Toc133938002]

Analysis and Discussion

Bernard Eccles highlighted the decline of astrology and explored movements that might provide a suitable ‘host’ for astrology to prevent complete disappearance. He concluded the most promising direction for astrology to take was in association with ecological and neo-pagan movements.’[footnoteRef:23] He also surmised that, [23:  Bernard Eccles, Astrology in England in the Twenty-First Century.] 

“Unless astrology can find some new and revitalising influence, it seems likely that its present decline will continue. It is not impossible to imagine that by 2050 astrology will be completely extinct.”[footnoteRef:24] [24:  Bernard Eccles, Astrology in England in the Twenty-First Century.] 

Michael York claims religion is ‘a compilation of suggestions and techniques by which we may have become receptive to the supernatural and encourage its operation within our lives’.[footnoteRef:25] This reads like a description that could apply to astrology. This research activity therefore aimed to explore astrologer’s cosmological beliefs to determine whether they are connected to a unified belief system, or whether such beliefs operate independently of each other. [25:  Michael York, Pagan Theology: Paganism as a World Religion (New York University Press, 2003)] 

The current resurgence of astrology is evidenced in several ways. Astrology has become increasingly popular on social media platforms.[footnoteRef:26] Many astrologers have gained large followings using these platforms to share knowledge and insights with a wider audience. The use of astrology memes and astrology-specific social media accounts has also contributed to the resurgence of interest in astrology.[footnoteRef:27] Astrology has been featured in several mainstream media outlets, such as The New York Times, The Guardian, and The Atlantic, among others. These articles explore renewed interest in astrology and its impact on contemporary culture.[footnoteRef:28] There has been a rise in popularity of astrology apps. These apps provide personalized horoscopes, chart interpretations, and other astrological insights, catering to the growing interest among younger generations.[footnoteRef:29] Sales of astrology-related products, such as crystals, tarot cards, and astrology-themed clothing and jewellery, have increased in recent years. This suggests that astrology has become more mainstream and is no longer solely associated with niche subcultures or considered on the fringes of society.[footnoteRef:30]  [26:  Frith, J., & Mueller, F. (2020). Social media and astrology: Research on online astrological communities. In B. C. Stahl, S. W. Smith, & S. B. Pearce (Eds.), The Routledge Companion to Media, Sex and Sexuality (pp. 364-373). Routledge.]  [27:  MacDougall, H. J., & Kolb, K. (2020). Horoscopes, hashtags, and self-care: A discourse analysis of astrological self-help in the digital age. Journal of Health Communication, 25(7), 567-576]  [28:  Brown, N. C. (2020). "Astrology is back, baby!": The rhetorical function of "astrological comebacks" in online journalism. Journal of Contemporary Rhetoric, 10(1), 1-14.]  [29:  Filius, R. M., & Vander Laan, A. M. (2020). Examining astrology's resurgence and the increasing popularity of astrology apps. Communication & Society, 33(4), 147-161.]  [30:  Heelas, P., & Woodhead, L. (2018). The spiritual revolution: Why religion is giving way to spirituality. Routledge.] 

[bookmark: _Toc133938003]Why do people practise astrology?

It was clear from the data that respondents regard astrology as a conscious system of practice that provides an effective framework for better understanding and insight of themselves, others, and events in the wider world, which empowers, enriches, encourages tolerance and compassion, improves decision-making and relationships, helping to maintain a sense of enchantment and connecting them to a divine consciousness.[footnoteRef:31]  Max Weber said, “it seems clear that ancient astrology represents a form of Planmäßigkeit (regularity), the systematic application of explicit ideas based upon a rationalised account of the cosmos, to the uncertainties of human experience.”[footnoteRef:32] [31:  Jennie Thomas, Research Project: The Cosmology of Astrologers in 2023, (2023)]  [32:  Max Weber, Essays in Sociology: Science as a Vocation (Oxford University Press, 1946), pp.129-156.] 

Respondents spoke in clear teams about how astrology helped them to better understand and provide meaning in their lives,
“I love the lens that it provides to help make meaning of things that we experience, and to help us better understand ourselves.”
“Helps me to understand developments in my life, relatives lives and in the world in context.”
“Having a greater understanding of our commonalities and differences as people makes me more tolerant, empathic and loving towards others.”

[bookmark: _Toc133938004]The Intersection of Astrology and Religion

[bookmark: _Toc133938005]Is the current growth in astrology associated with paganism?

There are many references for the definition of religion and scholars from various disciplines have offered definitions based on their perspectives and research. This continues to be a subject of much debate within the academic community. Historian Mircea Eliade defines religion as "the human search for the sacred, for that which transcends the limits of the everyday world and gives it meaning."[footnoteRef:33] [33:  Mircea Eliade, The Sacred and the Profane: The Nature of Religion. (San Diego: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1959).] 

Emile Durkheim said,
“There is no religion that is not a cosmology at the same time that it is a speculation upon divine things. At the roots of all our judgements there are a certain number of essential ideas which dominate all our intellectual life; they are what philosophers since Aristotle have called the categories of the understanding: ideas of time, space, class, number, cause, substance, personality, etc. They correspond to the most universal properties of things. They are like the framework of intelligence.”[footnoteRef:34]  [34:  Emile Durkheim, The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life (1912 (McGraw)), p.4] 

Astrology provides a framework that addresses these categories of understanding: time and space are bound in the astrological chart; classes are described by house; cause and substance are signified by transits and aspects; and personality is described by the archetypes of the planets. There may not be another system that better encompasses these fundamental properties in the way that astrology does. According to respondents, astrology provides insight into the order of the cosmos, creating a rationalized schema of the influence of divine powers upon human affairs, in the same way religion seeks to. Ellwood and McGraw state the main component of religion is that it situates the focus of life beyond the ordinary, mundane, physical existence and places it instead on a larger, extraordinary reality of ‘something more’. This can be a transcendent reality outside of our physical world, or it can point to an expanded significance of the world we already inhabit.[footnoteRef:35] Astrology is an example of the latter in that it describes the connection between God and nature. Eccles acknowledges astrology’s inclusion in early religion and obvious theological similarities but asserts that religious doctrines make any association with astrology difficult and that there is little appetite for astrology to be reconnected with religion. However, the data shows that, rather than reconnecting with orthodox religion, astrology is forming part of a newer emerging belief system, that may or may not qualify as a new religion. While many reject the notion of astrology as a religion, others recognise astrology as their faith and an intrinsic part of their theology.  [35:  Robert S. Ellwood and Barbara A. McGraw, Many Peoples, Many Faiths: Women and Men in the World Religions (Taylor and Francis, 2005), IV] 

Most respondents believed in a higher power, but not in a traditional religious sense. The question about belief in God indicated there is a ‘traditional’ but outdated view of God, with several commenting they believe, but “not as defined traditionally’, “not the form of God I was taught as a child’, and “not in a religious way’. Around 72% did not identify with any orthodox religion, indicating that astrology is a secular practice. However, among the under-20 years practitioner group, 50% more respondents identified with orthodox religions. This suggests that astrology, previously considered counterculture, is now becoming more mainstream, attracting those with orthodox beliefs. No respondents, even those with orthodox beliefs, found their beliefs incompatible with astrology.
[bookmark: _Toc133938006]Despite identifying as Christian and practicing astrology, comments revealed that for some, their identification as Christian was inherited and lacked meaning that no longer applies to them. This raises questions about how many people identify with religion based on family or national faith rather than a conscious decision reflecting their values and practices. Growth in astrology has come from those identifying with orthodox religion, though the level of commitment to their faith is low. Dissatisfaction with religious doctrine may be driving them towards astrology for spiritual fulfilment, presenting an opportunity for astrology's survival. It is possible that people from orthodox faiths are becoming more 'pagan' in their outlook, maintaining Eccles's view of an associated and compatible worldview.

Does the evidence point to an association with paganism?

In the same way scholars cannot agree on a definition of religion, a definition of paganism seems just as illusive. Paganism has neither central administration nor an ecclesiastical council. The sacred or spiritual can assume many forms. It may be multiform, pan or polytheistic and at the same time understood as subsumed within some kind of monistic unity. The neopagan worldview sees the entire natural world as filled with divine energy that flows through the human body as well as through the external environment, binding all living things together in a complex magical web.[footnoteRef:36] The essential realms of reality are essentially co-dependent.[footnoteRef:37] As a ‘religion without the middleman,’ it empowers individuals to engage in magical practice themselves rather than relying on priests or other religious authorities.[footnoteRef:38] Most neopagan groups follow a common ritual calendar organized around the solar calendar and the cycle of the seasons.[footnoteRef:39] Most, though not all, believe in some form of reincarnation.[footnoteRef:40] This description of belief and practice is articulated by many respondents, whether they acknowledge it as pagan or prefer a more specific definition for their own beliefs or faith. On this basis, a high number of respondents could be regarded as pagan, though they might reject this. Census figures for people identifying as Pagan would likely be dwarfed by a much larger population that would not self-identify as Pagan, but whose beliefs, perceptions, and practices resemble those held by many in pagan communities. Bron Taylor’s view is that an idolatrous Paganism, including forms that resemble longstanding religions with divine forces and beings, as well as naturalistic forms, which do not believe or are sceptical that such forces and beings exist, appears to be on the rise.[footnoteRef:41] He contends that spiritualities of belonging and connection to nature, which consider nature to be intrinsically valuable and sacred, are growing rapidly around the world and exercising increasing influence. 
 [36:  Hugh B. Urban]  [37:  Michael York, Paganism as Theology  ]  [38:  Margot Adler, Drawing down the Moon: Witches, Druids, Goddess Worshippers, and Other Pagans in America Today (Penguin, 2006)]  [39:  Hugh B. Urban. Wicca and neopaganism]  [40:  Hugh B. Urban. Wicca and Neopaganism, p.166]  [41:  Bron Taylor, Idolatory, Paganism, and Trust in Nature, The Pomegranate, 2010] 

[bookmark: _Toc133938007]Is spirituality a form of Paganism?

People increasingly talk about spirituality rather than religion when trying to express what moves them most deeply; and most respondents considered the two to be distinctly different. However, most characteristics scholars usually associate with religion are found whether people consider themselves spiritual or religious.[footnoteRef:42] Spirituality is often thought to be about personal growth and gaining a proper understanding of one’s place in the cosmos, intertwined with environmentalist concern and action.[footnoteRef:43] Many respondents rejected the term ‘religion’, favouring ‘spirituality’. Religion was seen as institutional, unresponsive to individual needs, hierarchical, and patriarchal. Spirituality, on the contrary, was viewed as connecting an individual to the divine, of being personal and therefore more meaningful. As such, there seems little desire among pagans, or spiritual/New Agers, to have a more structured organisation, which makes forms of spirituality more open to personal interpretation and change, more flexible and harder to define. Spirituality, New Age and New Metaphysics shares much with contemporary paganism. Devotees of all types were shown to meditate, read tarot, observe the lunar cycle, use the same alternative medicine and healing practices and share a view of the world as holistic and interdependent. Individuals participate in practices both to improve personal health and wellbeing and their relationship with self, others and the whole ecological order.[footnoteRef:44] Unless one considers belief in divine beings or forces to be essential to a definition of religion, most contemporary spirituality can easily be considered religious. Mosurinjohn and Watts argue for a more Weberian way of looking at new spiritualities as meaning-making activities enchanting modernity, essentially coping with the status quo through spiritual experiences.[footnoteRef:45] Eccles considered that spirituality is a necessary condition for astrology’s continuance.[footnoteRef:46] Respondents to the survey have identified they are either moderately or very spiritual, confirming a connection between these factors. However, some respondents have confirmed that for them, conversely, it is the practice of astrology that cultivates their spirituality. As Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “The stars awaken a certain reverence, because though always present, they are inaccessible; but all natural objects make a kindred impression, when the mind is open to their influence.” Bron Taylor asserts that it may be that over time, such spirituality will increasingly be recognized as Pagan, and that Paganism will play an increasingly important role in the religious and planetary future.[footnoteRef:47]  [42:  Bron Taylor, Dark Green Religion: Introducing religion and Dark Green Religion, (University of California Press)]  [43:  Taylor, Bron. “Introducing Religion and Dark Green Religion.” Dark Green Religion: Nature Spirituality and the Planetary Future, 1st ed., University of California Press, 2010, pp. 1–12. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/j.ctt1ppt59.5. Accessed 1 May 2023.]  [44:  Linda Woodhead, Religion in the Modern World (Routledge, 2016)]  [45:  Sharday Mosurinjohn and Galen Watts. 2021. “Religious Studies and the Spiritual Turn.” Method & Theory in the Study of Religion. 
1-23.]  [46:  Bernard Eccles, Astrology in the 21st Century]  [47:  Bron Taylor, Dark Green Religion: Introducing religion and Dark Green Religion, (University of California Press)] 


[bookmark: _Toc133938008]The Intersection of Astrology and Ecology

[bookmark: _Toc133938009]Is the current growth in astrology associated with ecological movements?

Ecology advocates responsible and sustainable use of finite resources in an interactive relationship with the earth. [footnoteRef:48] An anthropocentric worldview places humanity at the center, sees the earth's resources as beneficial to people, and considers humans superior to all other species. This view is often unspoken but evident in how people treat the biosphere. [footnoteRef:49] Biocentrism values all life equally and promotes human actions that prioritize the well-being of all living things.[footnoteRef:50] Deep ecology considers humans a part of a larger interconnected web of life and inseparable from the ecosystem.[footnoteRef:51] 75% of respondents hold a deep ecology/ecocentric stance, and 25% are leaning towards biocentrism, with no one adopting an anthropocentric view. Almost 75% consider climate change important or very important, indicating a strong association between astrologers and ecological concern. Is this a finding unique to astrologers? A similar survey among the general population would be needed to establish whether there is increased concern among astrologers by comparison. Some respondents found astrology useful in understanding the influence of the cosmos on climate change or other environmental issues.  [48:  Bernard Eccles, Astrology in the 21st Century]  [49:  M Sagoff, The Economy of the Earth: Philosophy, law and the environment (Cambridge University Press, 1988)]  [50:  P.W Taylor, Respect for Nature: A theory of environmental ethics (Princeton University Press, 1983)]  [51:  A Naess, Ecology, Community and Lifestyle: Outline of an ecosophy (Cambridge University Press, 1989)] 


Speaking about the association between astrology and ecology, respondents said,
“Astrology is an eco-therapy in that it serves to inspire feelings of connection with the greater cosmic and earthly environments of which we are a part.”
“I think astrology can help locate us in a larger story of cycles, so we can best use our talents and contribute positively to the world; similarly, ecology is a way of perceiving the inter-relationship of all and appreciating the unique and interdependent actions of all.”
“Both describe our interdependence and connection with all that is.”
“Astrology grants us a wider perspective of the part we play in the ecosystem.”
Other comments drew comparisons between world events and astrological transits, such as the grand conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn in an air sign just preceding the Covid pandemic.
[bookmark: _Toc133938010]Does the evidence point to an association with ecological movements?

These findings connect astrologers with ecological concerns and a worldview that considers humans one part of a larger, interconnected web of life. This upholds Eccles’ suggestion of a positive association with ecological movements, but rather than as separate entities, there is the possibility of support for the growth of a ‘Dark Green Religion’ that places astrology at the centre of such practice. Political theorist, Daniel Deudney, argued that an earth religion is needed because secular understandings simply cannot inspire the feelings of belonging to place, that are needed to undergird the widespread transformations upon which the planetary future depends.[footnoteRef:52] [52:  Bron Taylor, Dark Green Religion: Terrapolitan Earth Religion, (University of California Press, 2010) p.180-199.] 

[bookmark: _Toc133938012]What is the summary of the evidence?
If we were to dispense with debate regarding the definition of religion or pagan and looked instead at what Wittgenstein referred to as ‘family resemblance’, some values can be identified that most respondents share, enabling a form of ‘prototype theory’ to describe the findings of the data. Listed in order of the strength of commonality, the following defining values were established:
1. Concern for the environment and alignment with an ecocentric or biocentric worldview.
2. Belief in the existence of a divine or sacred cosmic force. 
3. Consideration of self as a spiritual being.
4. Believes astrology provides an important and effective framework for life.
5. Practises meditation.
6. Belief in reincarnation.
Rather than debate whether current practitioners of astrology are pagans or eco-activists, it is easier to dispense with labels and instead to identify what unites, as this provides better insight regarding how astrology might progress from here.
[bookmark: _Toc133938013]What does this mean for the future of astrology?

The current view of astrologers aligns with a belief that the cosmos is sacred. If people believe the cosmos is an interconnected web of life which is interdependent and synchronous, it is not surprising that astrology is looked to as a framework for understanding such mechanisms. Patrick Curry has argued that a fruitful way to understand astrology starts with its origins as divination and continues by grasping the way astrology functions as a physically embodied, socially embedded, and ecologically earthed practice.[footnoteRef:53] He feels that compromises astrology has made, with the engineering of Aristotelian naturalism by Ptolemy, refinement by Aquinas to accord with Christian theology, and more modern leanings toward psychological astrology, firstly by Alan Leo and later Jungian developments, while having maintained a certain survival of astrology, have been at the cost of the true essence of its divinatory nature. He argues that bids to encourage mainstream acceptance of astrology, seen more recently as attempts to achieve scientific probity, have trapped astrology in an unnatural place and he proposes that astrology as a divinatory practice can assist the re-enchantment of humanity by reminding us that our ‘ecos’ includes a cosmic dimension, as do we. Enchantment is an experience of the world as intrinsically meaningful, significant, and whole in a way that is fundamentally mysterious and that includes oneself.[footnoteRef:54] The coincidence of scientism with the ecological crisis, overwhelmingly human-caused, is significant and possibly one of the biggest legacies of dis-enchantment. [53:  Roy Willis and Patrick Curry, Astrology, Science and Culture: Pulling down the moon (BERG, 2004)]  [54:  Roy Willis and Patrick Curry, Astrology, Science and Culture: Pulling down the moon (BERG, 2004), p.112] 

[bookmark: _Toc133938014]The potential return of high astrology?

High (or philosophical) astrology has been virtually extinct for three centuries, and until the present secular emphasis in society changes, it is unlikely to return.[footnoteRef:55] However, the evidence shows that the resurgence in astrology offers potential for this type of astrology to re-establish, in a bid to make sense of the universe, while science is still failing to address the divine. Eccles suggested it was probably easier to think of astrology as a parasite, like mistletoe, which grows readily in the branches of other more established plants.[footnoteRef:56] However, this research shows that for many respondents, not only is astrology the host, rather than the leech, but that it includes higher astrology as an important philosophical framework. Eccles believed that if neo-paganism should develop into a genuine religion or at least a moral philosophy with a way of life to express it, then astrology is ideally placed to provide that top level of symbolism and teaching which neo-paganism presently lacks, and thus for high astrology to be re-born, albeit in a somewhat different form from that in which it last appeared.[footnoteRef:57] [55:  Bernard Eccles, Astrology in the 21st Century]  [56:  Bernard Eccles, Astrology in the 21st Century]  [57:  Bernard Eccles, Astrology in the 21st Century] 


[bookmark: _Toc133938015]Conclusion


The data shows 75% of respondents are non-orthodox or agnostic, but growth is strongest in those from denominational religion. However, their religion is relatively dormant and dissatisfaction with orthodox religion is growing. Respondents are highly concerned about the environment and consider it sacred and alive, which may create fertile ground for a ‘Dark Green Religion’ that reveres nature as sacred. Perhaps this is what Bernard Eccles envisaged when describing an association between astrology and eco-or Neopaganism. Or it may be that over time, such spirituality will be recognized as Pagan through further definition, and that Paganism will play an increasingly important role in the religious and planetary future. Astrology provides a framework benefiting practitioners in many aspects of their lives and assisting them to understand the cosmos in a re-enchanted way. Three-quarters of respondents upheld the position of deep ecology, regardless of their belief in God, suggesting potential for a united perspective for the benefit of the planet and the re-enchantment of humanity. If religion has something to do with what we are bound and connected to then no religious connection is more critical than our belonging to nature.[footnoteRef:58]  [58:  Bron Taylor, Idolatry, Paganism, and Trust in Nature, ] 

Astrology, rightly understood and practiced, has something to contribute to a healthy and hopeful re-enchantment of the world.[footnoteRef:59] Far from becoming extinct by 2050 as Eccles forewarns, we may witness a re-birth. As David Abram has observed, “It is not a matter of going back but of coming full circle.”[footnoteRef:60] [59:  Roy Willis and Patrick Curry, Astrology, Science and Culture: Pulling down the moon (BERG, 2004), p.113]  [60:  David Abram, The Spell of the Sensuous, 1996] 


[bookmark: _Toc133938016]
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Appendices

Questionnaire

Top of Form
The cosmology of astrologers in 2023

As part of my studies for the MA Cultural Astronomy & Astrology, I am conducting a research project to examine the cosmological beliefs of astrologers in 2023. 
You must be 18 years or older to participate in this study. Your participation is voluntary, and you may request to withdraw your data from this project at any time and for any reason.
Any data you provide will be treated with full confidentiality and any published data will not be personally identifiable as yours.
* Indicates required question
1.
Please confirm your consent to participation in this study.*
Tick all that apply.
I consent to participation in the study and understand I am able to request deletion of my data at any time and for any reason. I can do this by sending an email with a subject heading of 'Delete Data' to 2211514@student.uwtsd.ac.uk
Personal Information
2.
Full Name*
Your name is requested here to ensure data can be appropriately managed. However, all respondent data will be anonymised when publishing results, with either a pseudonym or numerical identifier used to discuss responses.
3.
Age
This question is being asked to identify any correlation between age and cosmological beliefs. 
Mark only one oval.
18-24
25-34
35-44
45-54
55-64
65+
4.
Gender
This question is being asked to identify any correlation between gender and cosmological beliefs.
Mark only one oval.
Female
Male
Transgender Male
Transgender Female
Gender Variant/Non-Conforming
Prefer not to say
Other:
5.
Country of Birth
6.
Country of Current Residence

Your Astrology Practice
This section aims to find out about how you identify as an astrologer, your experience and your practice.
7.
How would you generally describe yourself? 
Mark only one oval.
Astrology Student
Personal Astrologer (practices mainly for personal purposes)
Consulting Astrologer (charges clients for astrology services)
Astrology Teacher (hosts classes for students of astrology)
Academic Astrologer (involved in academic astrology research/teaching)
Other:
8.
What type of astrology do you mainly practice?
Mark only one oval.
Traditional (Hellenistic, Medieval, Lilly, etc)
Modern/Psychological
Esoteric
Evolutionary
Medical
Mundane
Vedic
Other:
9.
How long have you been practising astrology?
Mark only one oval.
Under 1 year
Between 1-5 years
Between 5-10 years
Between 10-20 years
Over 20 years
Over 40 years
10.
What drew you to astrology initially? (Tick all that apply)
Tick all that apply.
Saw it as a way to better understand myself
Saw it as a way to better understand the world we live in
Saw it as a potential career move
Friend/Family/Peer Introduction
Sun sign horoscopes in newspapers/magazines
Reading astrology books
Following astrologers on social media
Attracted by its connection to ancient wisdom
Other:
11.
How do you feel practising astrology benefits you or your life?

Theological Beliefs and Practices
This section is designed to find out about your theological beliefs and how these may or may not relate to your astrology practise.
12.
Do you believe in God? (However you interpret this)
Mark only one oval.
Yes
No
Maybe
Other:
13.
How would you describe your religion?
Mark only one oval.
Asatru
Buddhist
Christian
Druid
Heathen
Hindu
Jain
Jewish
Muslim
New Age
Pagan
Sikh
Theosophist
Wiccan
Prefer not say
Other:
14.
Do you feel there is a difference between being religious and spiritual?
Mark only one oval.
Yes
No
Maybe
15.
To what degree do you consider yourself to be spiritual?
Mark only one oval.
Not Spiritual
Slightly Spiritual
Moderately Spiritual
Very Spiritual
16.
Do you believe in reincarnation?
Mark only one oval.
Yes
No
Maybe
17.
Which (if any) of the following tools/practises do you engage with/participate in? (Tick all that apply)
Tick all that apply.
Aromatherapy/Herbal/Flower remedies
Celebrations or rituals at specific Moon phases
Celebrations or rituals at the Wheel of the Year festivals
Maintaining an Altar
Meditation
Planting by the Moon's phases
Prayer
Reiki/Energy healing
Spiritualism (seances, psychic readings)
Tarot
Witchcraft/Magic (spells/sigils/talismans, etc)
Working with Crystals
Working with Deities
Yoga
Other:
18.
How do you see that astrology and religion are related, if at all?

Ecological Beliefs
This section is designed to find out about your Ecological beliefs and how these may or may not relate to your astrology practice.
19.
Which of the following statements do you most identify with?
Mark only one oval.
You believe that humans are the most important beings on the planet and view nature as a resource to be utilised for human benefit.
You believe that all living things have inherent value and that human actions should be guided by a concern for the well-being of all life, not just our own species.
You believe that humans are just one part of a larger, interconnected web of life, and that our well-being is inseparable from the health of the entire ecosystem.
20.
How important is the issue of climate change to you personally?
Mark only one oval.
Not Important
1
2
3
4
5
Very Important
21.
Do you do any of the following?
Mark only one oval.
Donate to an environmental charity (such as Greenpeace, Friends of the Earth, Climate Coalition, etc)
Volunteer for an environmental charity
Sign petitions or lobby on environmental issues
Undertake local action such as litter picking/re-gifting or recycling second hand goods
22.
How do you see that astrology and ecology are related, if at all?

Your Combined Worldview
These questions aim to examine how your beliefs co-exist to form parts of your identity.
23.
Do you feel your astrological, theological and ecological beliefs are...?
Mark only one oval.
Complementary/Compatible
Conflicting/Incompatible
24.
Can you elaborate on your previous answer to provide an explanation for how you see your beliefs either complement or conflict with each other?

Follow Up Activity
25.
Would you be willing to take part in a brief interview (via telephone or Zoom) to discuss your answers further? 
Mark only one oval.
Yes
No
Maybe
26.
Would you like to receive a copy of the results of this research once it has been published?
Mark only one oval.
Yes
No
Bottom of Form


Subsequent Follow up Questionnaire – Orthodox Religions

Follow up questions regarding the Cosmology of Astrologers in 2023

The following questions aim to expand some of the answers you gave to the earlier survey.
1.
In your previous response, you identified your religion with one of the Orthodox religions (Christian, Buddhist, Catholic, Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, etc).

As you also identify as an Astrologer, would you therefore most likely describe yourself as...
Mark only one oval.
A Christian/Catholic/Jewish, etc who practises astrology
An Astrologer that follows the Christian/Catholic/Jewish faith
Other:
2.
Can you provide an explanation for the above answer? How do you determine which aspect takes precedent or is the more defining aspect?
3.
Are you more likely to attend an event/service at church or an astrology event/meeting? Please explain your answer to this question.


Subsequent Follow up Questionnaire – Non-Orthodox /Agnostic

Top of Form
Follow up questions regarding the Cosmology of Astrologers in 2023

The following questions aim to expand some of the answers you gave to the earlier survey.
1.
In your previous response, you identified your religion as one of the non-orthodox practices (Pagan, Wiccan, Druid, Spiritual, New Age, etc).

As you also identify as an Astrologer, would you therefore most likely describe yourself as...
Mark only one oval.
A Pagan/Wiccan/Druid, etc who practises astrology
An Astrologer who practises Paganism/Wicca/Spirituality
Other:
2.
Can you provide an explanation for the above answer? How do you determine which aspect takes precedent or is the more defining aspect of you?
3.
Do you therefore see astrology as an intrinsic part of your theological beliefs or as a separate practice? Please explain.
Bottom of Form
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