Fellowship
Supporting Statement Template

	Your Name

	Dr Besty Jose

	Applicant Name 

	Dr Mobolanle Bello

	Your Institution/organisation/other

	IICL Birmingham, University of Wales Trinity Saint David  

	Your current role

	Senior Lecturer in Health and Social Care

	Email address

	b.jose@uwtsd.ac.uk 

	Your Fellowship Status (if appropriate)

	

	Relationship to Applicant

	Colleague working together in Level 4 certificate programme that I manage

	How long have you worked with the Applicant (insert dates)

	1 year plus

	




Declaration
	
In submitting your Supporting Statement, you are confirming that the applicant’s submission relates to their higher education professional practice and that your statement is your own work and has been written specifically for this applicant. If the professional integrity of the Supporting Statement is in question it will not be accepted.

I confirm that I have read and agree with the declaration above.

Besty Jose
                                                                              
 Date:17/7/2025
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FELLOWSHIP - SUPPORTING STATEMENT TEMPLATE​ 


Supporting Statement

Please provide your statement to verify and endorse the applicant’s submission for Fellowship in the following section. You are required to comment on the applicant’s recent higher education practice (usually within the last 3 years), providing examples to support your statement wherever possible. 
In completing this Supporting Statement you are confirming that you have read the AdvanceHE Guidance for referees writing a Supporting Statement. In association with the Descriptor 2 criteria, as a guide, you should comment on the following in your supporting statement: 
· your own personal experience of the applicant’s recent and effective HE practice;
· if you have been involved in peer observation of the applicant’s teaching and/or support of learning, please draw on relevant examples from this;
· any inclusive practice and/or contribution to developments by the applicant in teaching and/or supporting learning within their context as appropriate;
· your perspective on the practical examples provided within the application to illustrate the Fellowship requirements.
Two sides of A4 will normally be sufficient for this category of Fellowship.
	
I am pleased to support Dr Mobolanle Bello’s application for Fellowship of Advance HE (Descriptor 2, PSF 2023). I have had the opportunity to observe her teaching and academic engagement closely, particularly in relation to the Level 4  module Digital Skills and Research Methods, which she has delivered to a diverse student cohort. 
Dr Bello demonstrated strong professional autonomy and pedagogical judgement in adapting existing materials to meet the specific needs of her students. The module focuses on academic and digital literacy, reflective practice, and employability skills, all essential for success in Higher Education and beyond.  
Dr Bello tailored her teaching strategies to support a cohort that included many mature learners and students from widening participation backgrounds. Her adjustments included supplementary explanations, differentiated digital tasks, and the integration of practical examples and formative feedback to support student engagement and retention. 
In line with the UKPSF’s five Areas of Activity, Dr Bello (A1) delivers effective learning activities using a blend of face-to-face and digital methods; (A2) adapts institutional content to ensure accessibility and relevance; (A3) provides clear, formative feedback through digital tools and in-person consultations; (A4) supports learners in reflective practice using frameworks such as Gibbs’ model; and (A5) evaluates and enhances her teaching through student feedback and peer discussions. She models inclusive practice by adjusting her teaching pace, using easy-to-understand and real-life scenarios to explain concepts to students, and ensuring that her students feel safe to ask questions and engage in discussion. 
Dr Bello also draws on a sound understanding of the Core Knowledge dimensions (K1–K6). She uses her subject knowledge and experience to bring academic skills to life (K1), applying practical examples from computing and research. She understands how diverse students learn (K3) and uses multiple teaching formats to reach learners at different academic levels. Her effective use of digital technologies (K4), such as live quizzes, interactive slides and collaborative tools like Padlet and Microsoft Forms, enhances student engagement and supports active learning. These tools allow her to check understanding in real time, encourage participation from quieter students, and provide instant feedback, all of which contribute to a more inclusive and responsive learning environment. 
With regard to the Professional Values, Dr Bello’s commitment to inclusivity (V1) is outstanding. She creates a learning environment that supports and empowers non-traditional students. She fosters respect and engagement (V2) and brings ethical awareness to her work (V4). Her lessons incorporate real-life applications and reflect an understanding of how to support learner development within the context of both academic expectations and broader employability (V3). 
Dr Bello is also a reflective practitioner who participates in institutional CPD sessions and reflects on her own practice to improve outcomes for her students. Her teaching is not only well-informed and inclusive but also responsive to the unique challenges faced by non-traditional students in Higher Education. She shows a clear understanding of the ethical and pedagogical responsibilities of the academic role. 
I am confident that Dr Bello meets the requirements of Descriptor 2 of the Professional Standards Framework. She has shown clear evidence of autonomy in teaching, an inclusive and thoughtful approach to student support, and a strong commitment to continuing professional development. I have no hesitation in endorsing her application for Fellowship of Advance HE. 
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