[bookmark: _Int_1LPbcdU3][bookmark: _Int_b8sq44wu][bookmark: _Int_pDj6DgoB][bookmark: _Int_VBDj55ak][bookmark: _Int_JfVR7HcW][bookmark: _Int_BqkTFQ8l][bookmark: _Int_Q6vnbGo3][bookmark: _Int_kOI7VHNP][bookmark: _Int_cxJPFN6m][bookmark: _Int_OlArLS2w][bookmark: _Int_toY3KXlf][bookmark: _Int_ywiAo2mN][bookmark: _Int_62XICX3g][bookmark: _Int_X2J6wEB8][bookmark: _Int_0XwYyM9U][bookmark: _Int_ue9hKsXf][bookmark: _Int_6zGKS11G][bookmark: _Int_86dF5KOf]“The rise and fall of nation-states is not new in a modern era when national states constitute the building blocks of legitimate world order” (Rothberg, 2002 p.1). The ever-present struggles of these nations which sometimes result in their violent destruction as seen in the current Ukraina crisis with Russia, means that there is an imbalance in the world order. This world order is constantly evolving and changing and is being threatened by nations scrambling to be at the top or to be recognized as developed and as world powers. When one considers the palpable weakness and underdevelopment of selected nations such as India, the Caribbean islands, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Ukraine, and some African countries it raises many questions as to how these countries came to be in such positions and what would be there role on the world stage if they were to reach the status of ‘developed nation’. In this world order many of the new and emerging nation states waver precariously between being seen as failing or failed states or in a more politically correct term developed, developing and underdeveloped. They are further streamed into first, second and third worlds. Therefore, what emerges is a pattern of unequal development across nations which makes it hard for desirable international standards to be achieved across the globe. Understanding the dynamics of national development or underdevelopment thereof has thus become an issue of central debate. “How best to strengthen weak states and prevent state failure are among the urgent questions of the twenty-first century.” (Rothberg, 2002, p.1) This essay aims to critically examine the contemporary cases of nation-state development with a focus on the nation of India by first looking at its development as a colonized nation and the postcolonial developments that occurred following its independence and briefly analyzing its prospects on the world stage. I aim to discuss these developments and analyze them using the various analytical frameworks such as the: globalization and postcolonialism.
[bookmark: _Int_xGS9rxqG]It is important to understand the development of nations by looking at how the past shaped the present context. “The picture of the past may not play important role in the present situation, but it is a mirror through which one could see one’s venture into the present.” (Abdullah, 2003, p.62) When examining India’s development over the years several questions are raised “What is India? What did she represent in the past? Does she represent anything vital now? How does she fit in to the modern world?”  (Neru, 1959, p.22). Pre-colonial India wasn’t as backward as colonial history seems to imply. During the 17th and 18th century India had emerged as a major center of European trade and increasingly, trading companies, like the British East India Company established trade ports on the subcontinent so as to take advantage of trade opportunities (Chadhuri,2022). India became an official British colony when Britain gained control of The British East India company in 1858. The British appointed governor generals who ruled on the crown’s behalf, but these persons did not sufficiently represent the people. For example, the justice system established by the British Raj was inherently unjust as was exemplified in the ‘Blue Books, East India (torture) 1855-1877' laws which protected its employees from persecution for crimes against Indians. It was against this background of social, political and economic injustice that an atmosphere of unrest began stirring. 
[bookmark: _Int_74KeaJAA]Indian nationalism began to take shape in the late nineteenth century. India has a prolonged history of national struggle as evidenced in a series of key developments in the aftermath of the 1857 mutiny (India First War of Independence) such as: The Swadeshi Movement (1905-1911), The 1913 Ghadar Movement, The Home Rule Movement (1916-1918). These events were significant because they sent strong messages to the British Raj that they had lost control in India and sparked the independence fire, resulting in a domino effect. The Home Rule Movement was especially significant because Indians were allowed to assembly their own political representation since British Raj too control of the country.
[bookmark: _Int_HX5Abzcg]One of the most significant developments in India’s quest for national freedom was the actions of Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhi orchestrated several peaceful protests geared at redressing various social, economic, and politic unjust the Indians were facing under the British administration. Gandhi also promoted the independence of India by campaigning against ‘dependency’ which was keeping the nation handicapped and subordinate to Britain. He argued that India should stop payment of taxes to Britain and avoid the purchase of British goods. Gandhi’s first act of civil disobedience, the Champaran Movement, occurred in 1917. It was aimed at redressing the economic oppression farmers were facing with tax regulations that had been imposed by the British. Gandhi orchestrated three more such protests in Ahmedabad, Champaran and Kheda between 1917-1918. In 1919 Mahatma Gandhi decided to support the Khilafat Movement (the Indian Muslim Community who were also fighting for recognition and freedom against the British Raj). This movement started with a campaign of non-cooperation on September 5th, 1920. The movement was aimed at the eradication of social injustice through boycotting actions and while it resulted in some violence such as ‘the Chauri Chaura incident, (1922) but was successful. Gandhi was able to gain the support of the masses and used this to his advantage in organizing ‘Satyagrahas’ (a type of non-violent protest). Some of the most famous satyagrahas that Gandhi orchestrated included: The Rowlatt Satyagraha (1919), which occurred in response to the 1919 The Anarchial and Revolutionary Crimes Act more commonly term the Rowlatt Act. This Act granted the government authority to imprison citizens for up to two years without trial and restricted freedom of press severely. It resulted in a national industrial strike which ended in a bloody incident (the Jallianwala Bagh massacre). Other Satyagrahas included: The Salt Satyagraha (1930), The Individual Satyagraha (1940) and the Quit India Movement (1942), the 1930 Civil Disobedience Movement commonly known as the Salt March/Salt Satyagraha which resulted in ‘the Gandhi-Irwin Pact’. The Gandhi-Irwin Pact resulted in the declaration of January the 26th, 1930 being marked as ‘Poorna Swarajya Day’ meaning total Independence Day. Following these events, Britain reluctantly ceded its control over India and India became fully independent on August 15th, 1947. However, the British made one final damaging blow to India by divided the nation between India and Pakistan. This division would later handicap the internal affairs of the nation and create red tape for their national development. The separation meant that India was surrounded by enemies and at risk of war to the social unrest that was still ongoing post colonialism.
[bookmark: _Int_2jPLp59Y]It may be argued that the exploitation wrought by colonialism is one of the reasons why India is streamed into the discourse of developing on the world stage today. However, it would be wrong to assume that colonialism was the only reason India is still weak. India’s early efforts to rebuild the nation post-independence were not altogether as successful as they promised when the idea of independence was blooming. The early years of independence for most ex-colonies were characterized by poverty and stark economic struggles. Desirable international standards like Human Rights, transparency, supremacy of law and United Nation Development Goals have made India’s struggle to improve more challenging. These same standards are the modern yardstick wherein the development of nations is measured on the world scale. The dominant discourse argues that Western ideals, traditions, and technologies define development and that ‘the rest’ must catch up with ‘the West’ to be recognized as ‘developed.’(Krishna, 2009). However, the ‘West’ represented colonial powers who were also economic exploiters bringing with them fundamentally differing cultures. It was this rape of nations which helped the West to be ahead of the rest when argued from postcolonial perspective (Khrishna, 2009). The subordinating character of the colonial relationship meant that India had been living under the shadow of a dominating world power and this hegemonic relationship was not beneficial to India’s development. Thus, for India to make an entrance onto the World stage they had to become independent. (Thinking of summarizing or omitting but I will drop below word count..)
[bookmark: _Int_IZbbL5kF][bookmark: _Int_gJIXYg6E][bookmark: _Int_g1ssKHnb]Following independence and during the 1980s the nation of India was in a paradox. On the one hand, they boasted a population of 1 billion that was on the verge of becoming the world’s second largest populace after China, a magnificent civilization that had achieved intellectual and material accomplishments over 3,00 years (Racine, 2008). On the other hand, however, the country’s economic and diplomatic status did not reflect this historical depth or demographic expanse because India’s contribution to global trade was less that 1% despite comprising approximately 15% of the world's population (Racine, 2008). Several key developments took place in India post-Independence. One key development of independent India was the establishment of a new parliament. The new parliament focused on socioeconomic reformation using socialistic model which raised many controversies among the nation (Brown, 1994). The Westminster model of parliamentary government was established. Adult Suffrage was introduced, and many laws were changed or created to include fundamental rights for previously oppressed castes/tribes in India’s society. It is arguable that the independence and adoption of a new constitution during the infancy of India’s independence was part of the process of India gaining a representative government. The parliament also ensured the unification of its people through the consolidation of the various royal states which made up the various units of India’s state. This was equally important for the peaceful transfer of power from British to Indian hands, in the provinces in the 1930s and 1947 where a process of mutual cooperation had to be established between rulers and ruled (Brown, 1994). India adopted a new constitution on January 26, 1950 and was declared a Republic. This constitution promised to establish citizens justice, equality, fraternity, and liberty. Also, Hindu was declared as a national language alongside other languages which gained recognition.
[bookmark: _Int_dfzOvd61][bookmark: _Int_H5pPtEmi][bookmark: _Int_QoxL3oK0] 	India successful held multiple peaceful general elections post-independence and successfully undertook several Five-year economic plans. These are significant events because they demonstrate the stability and strength of India's economy. During the period 1950 to 1951 India saw an increase in their Per Capita Income as well as agricultural and industrial production. Between 1996-1997 there was a considerable increase in India's food grain production from 52.2 million tons in 1951 to 1952 to 199.32 million tons between 1951-1952 because of The Green Campaign (Racine, 2008). The India that was previously equated with crowds, pollution and half naked fakirs was gradually becoming famous for its educated populace, industry, and economic status. 
[bookmark: _Int_4W5rlUhl]India’s national development has therefore evolved into a new historical epoch. India was defined as ‘unbound’ by analyst (Das, 2005), empowered (Gupta, 2006) and ‘The Next Global Superpower (Bhandare, 2007) “a self-confident and united nation moving forward....” (Singh, 2008). India may thus be said to be an emerging world power on the global whose influence is far reaching (Santoshi, 2022). The Foreign Secretary to the UK in 2011 noted that “India will soon be a world economic superpower and the world’s 3rd largest economy in 25 years” (Browne, 2011). India currently boasts an economy of two trillion dollars, which is ranked as the world’s fifth largest in the world.  (Ayres, 2017). In 2021, India’s $2.6 trillion economy became the world’s sixth largest, outstripping France, and has the potential of overtaking the U.K.’s economy, according to a projected average GDP rate of 7%-7.5% (O'Neill, 2022). It is also suggested that it could outgrow Japan’s by 2032 (Wilson and Purushothaman, 2003). India has been categorized among the ‘BRICS, a group of countries including Russia and China, which are perceived as having the greatest potential for economic growth (Carol, 2016). This is evidenced in the infrastructural development like railways, road and communication systems. Also, geopolitically India has aligned with global powers. India is currently a non-permanent member of the UN Security council and has retained this position for the past eight years. However, India has not managed to enter the UN sanctorum permanently and it contribution to global trade has only seen a marginal increase (Racine, 2008). India not only established itself as self-reliant, but also a donor state. They have established global relations through humanitarian aid in 53 Pan African countries and funded several five-year development plans in places like Nepal. Major international financial bodies like: The World Trade Organization (WTO), The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank and The International Monetary Fund are partners with India
Furthermore, BBC 2022 reports claim that “Indians are set to receive $100bn in remittances this year, according to a World Bank report - the first time a single country has reached that number.” (Mena, 2022). Many Indian emigrees who obtained successful jobs in high-income countries due to wage raises and strong labor markets have invested it into their own economy so that money is draining out of major economies like the US, UK and Singapore and filling Idia’s cup! These remittances are not only a source of household income but are expected to help the overall state in areas of healthcare, birth rates and education. According to BBC these remittances make up approximately 3% of India’s GDP (Mena, 2022). India is anticipated as becoming a prominent leader in modern day Asia, promoting democracy, economic development/stability, and peace. (Burns and Joseph, 2005). 
[bookmark: _Int_w717ZOnc][bookmark: _Int_3TrenV7A]While India may be seen as developed this may be contended because there are issues which the nation needs to address before it can adequately establish its place on the world stage. For example, despite having a vast educated population, 21% of this populace live below the poverty line (Carol, 2016). India’s reputation and legitimacy is marred by various sex crimes, murder, gender violence, and domestic violence which plague their society. The Indian government is perceived by many as having failed, oppressed, and suppressed women and girls because of unjust cultural/religious practices such as forced marriages including the marriage of girl children and Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) (Deshpande, 2022). Also, while India has emerged as the dominant power in South Asia, their inability to reconcile with their largest neighbors Pakistan and Bangladesh, has made it difficult for them to maintain normalized relations.
To conclude a critical examination and assessment of India’s development and its role in the world today based on extensive research shows that India is a major global player on the world stage. However, even in modern times the cultural presence of European ideas is still dominant on the world stage. The process of colonialization left Indian and many ex-colonies in a stage of development after draining their economies and devastating their social and political cultures. Thus, despite whatever the historical reality of pre-colonial India may have been, the post-colonial and modern India is no longer in a par with the dominant British whose cultural presence and ideas remain dominant on the world stage. History has been colonized and needs to be decolonized. The dominant paradigms which suggest that former colonized countries need to be like their colonizers or maintain relationships with them to survive needs to be reexamined. Many ex-colonies have disproved these assumptions by developing on the world stage independent of a colonial relationship as demonstrated by India; and ironically, they were standing alone even as colonies as they were not really ‘supported’ but exploited. Thus, while many countries like India have gained political independence they are still seen as developing nations on the world stage today. However, this does not mean they will remain that way in the future.
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