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Part 1
In Iceland and similar countries, they believe that it is important for children to access outdoor play. Some individuals gathered information from Government papers and identified that being outdoors is beneficial to children. Within the Curriculum Guidelines, they express a need for outside learning environments as a place for children to reflect on the benefits of a natural world. Also, this can be used as a place for children to utilise the space for exercise, in conjunction with healthy living, according to Noradahl and Johannesson (2014). 
[bookmark: _Int_3wRxMQWX]The emphasis on the outdoor environment has been in place for many years in Iceland and for children from the age of one up until the age of six and they are able to participate in outdoor activities every day. For children aged six until sixteen they can only participate in outdoor activities with their peers when it is break time. We are unaware of what educators are implementing outside in order to aid their learning; however, it has been identified that their practice is unalike depending on where you are placed within the school. It has been identified that within Iceland, there has been an increase in the utilisation of outdoor areas compared to before and within the Capital City Reykjavik, 70% of schools agree that they participate more in outdoor education (Oladottir, 2008). 

Adapted from: 
Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2014) ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using the outdoors’ Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education. Vol 44, No. 4, September 2014, 391-406.

Part 2a
[bookmark: _Int_AidqQiqZ]Within this essay there will be a discussion regarding Forest Schools. The Forest School Network has defined the Forest School as an ‘inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve, and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands-on learning experiences in a woodland environment’ (Murray and O’Brien, 2006, P.27). Many people are concerned about the lack of opportunities given to children and young people regarding outdoor play environments and O’Brien and Murray both believe that they should be given the opportunity to access this. Research around this subject also states that this can define their adult life by missing out on physical and emotional benefits due to the lack of access to nature (Ward Thompson, C., Aspinall, P., Bell, S., Wherrett, J. and Travlou, P. (2004). Learning outdoors differs from a classroom environment and the Welsh Government is introducing a study in order to encourage teachers to participate in Forest Schools, particularly the Foundation Phase. 
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Part 2b
1. Failure to acknowledge the source in which a piece of academic writing originates from can result in plagiarism. It is important that students understand and try to avoid this as it may result in sanctions from your examining body (UNamur, 2022). As a student it is important to understand and acknowledge other individual’s work as this introduces complex ideas within their work (Coltea. I, 2022).

2. As a student it is imperative that all work containing direct quotations or citations have references with in-text references and a reference list at the end of the text. 

3. [bookmark: _Int_lsFEejzX]Wikipedia is not a useful website to search for information to support literature as individuals have the opportunity to edit the text within the document at any time. Also, Wikipedia is not a reliable source of information as it may become biased or there may be factual errors within the document. However, as a student there is an option to use the references that Wikipedia provide and identify whether they are reliable or not (Gradmode, 2021). 

4. To begin with it is important to understand which method of referencing the examining body prefers within the educational setting. Once identified it Is important to understand that in text citations will need to be put into quotation marks with the author, date and page number, if required in brackets. If the person has used indirect quotations but has taken the text and rephrased it within the paragraph then no quotation marks need to be used, but the author and date should still be placed in brackets. Example (Author, Date). 
[bookmark: _Int_FDaBC9jG]There should be a separate page used for a reference list where the full detail of the text is given. This should include the surname of the author, year, title and if it is a publication, it should then include the edition number and place of publication. All references should be placed in alphabetical order of the of the author’s surname, however, if there isn’t an author then the title would be used. This ensures that the reader is able to locate the source as easily as possible. 

Example: Author Surname. First Initial, (Year). Title in italic font. Edition. Place of publication. 

5. When conducting research for an academic assignment it is important to use credible sources of information. Academic websites are a useful source of information as these provide the most current statistics within the topic and can easily be updated to provide sources. However, many websites can resemble academic websites with untrustworthy information, so it is paramount that the reader used websites such as ‘Google Scholar’ to filter out the most fitting websites
Books and journals are also a useful method in conducting research as these provide academic information which has been credited. When conducting research using books and journals the contents page can give a brief overview of the chosen subject and the index page can be used as a guide to follow when collecting the right information. However, when using these methods, it is important to understand that the book or journal may be presented in a biased, first-person view so only using one source of information would make it less credible. 
Journals provide research studies from many people in one source. When using journals, the individual can access many ideas presented from different areas of the chosen subject while also being able to access factual and useful information. When beginning to conduct research using journals the individual can fact check and cross reference information from a range of sources in one place, however topics can be less reliable as they may not present the most up to date statistics. 
[bookmark: _Int_UoRqiwpq]Published reports present investigative research on a chosen topic which can be used to identify factual information that an individual has observed. Published reports are usually peer reviewed which makes them credible sources of information as these have been reviewed by other individuals and fact checked. Also reports have primary data such as questionnaires, case studies and surveys which the individual can use to provide their academic study (George, 2022).
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Part 4
The Welsh Journal of Education: Schooled to Fail? The underachievement debate in Wales, produced by Emma Smith at the University of York outlines the debate that Welsh schools face within education. It states the ‘relatively poor academic performance’ (Smith, 2022, P.84) from a Welsh perspective. The aim of this text is to identify the challenges that Wales have faced within the education system and also how the comparison between England and Wales differs without the consideration of population size and density. 
[bookmark: _Int_SW0F9uql][bookmark: _Int_0OgMtg8F][bookmark: _Int_djMKIIFJ][bookmark: _Int_LCKHyHEO][bookmark: _Int_xYLAHZoJ]The key argument that has been presented within this text is how the population of England differs to that of Wales and within this text it is evident to see that when compared, Wales’ DGP and gross weekly earnings compare closely to those from the North East of England and not England as a whole. It is evident to see that within this text Wales has been compared to England as a whole which is an unfair advantage and taken from this text, England's’ population exceeds that of Wales by over 45,000 (per thousand). Due to this England have an unfair advantage when it comes to comparison as the overall average would be higher due to the population difference. Within this text it is identified through the author that the purpose of it is to state the difference between population, size and GDP between England and Wales. However, not only has this been identified but Smith also shows her intentions to provide factual information from the North East of England which has a closer relevance to Wales’ comparisons. As presented, when comparing the North East with Wales, who have a closer and fairer comparison, GCSE results in Wales exceeded the North East during the 2002 and 2003 period. While outlining this Smith also identifies the difference between the diverse curriculum and how it cannot truly present a certain comparison between the two countries. 

[bookmark: _Int_dTxGnldV]The article written by Emma Smith is structured to provide the most useful information for the current read. All information given provides the best knowledge under the title with paragraphs structured to help the reader understand each point given. All paragraphs provided are linked in to the next which provides the reader with a fluent understanding of the reading without stopping and changing subjects. This supports the reader as we are able to have a flow of information in the correct order to slowly build up our understanding of the subject without having an information overload with a top-heavy article. It has been well organised with the correct tables given for each topic to build up the readers understanding with useful information in each table to cross reference the argument that is provided. 

[bookmark: _Int_rHTAPE6q][bookmark: _Int_bGZ8emt0]The article has been well written with a formal style presented. Although this article that has been presented by Smith may display a one sided and biased opinion it is needed within this text as it outlines the current situation with the comparison between two countries of an excessive difference in population. It is presented in an easy-to-read manner with accurate findings presented in the tables. The use of language within this text presents a debate from one side of the argument. There is use of persuasive language within this text as the Author is able to connect with the reader to show the current debate regarding schooling within Wales and also uses persuasive techniques to provide information to the reader such as outlining issues and backed up with factual knowledge. 
[bookmark: _Int_iS7Pjt5j]Also, within this text, Smith is able to use objective language to outline the current affairs without writing in first person. Although this text can be considered biased, there is no use of personal opinions only ones testified with evidence. All writing is presented by quantifiable research including factual data throughout (short-facts, 2020). 
There is a clear problem within this text as presented by Smith in which Wales’ educational system has been compared incorrectly against a country much bigger than itself. The argument is consistent throughout, however there are counter arguments such as GDP, gender and countries that are also considered. The text relies on factual evidence which is taken from other sources which are all credible and consistent with the topic of the text and all information can be used as reliable information in order to provide effectiveness within a supporting argument. 
[bookmark: _Int_vyctVoQh]In my personal opinion, this text has a strong argument which has been corroborated from factual evidence throughout. The author has used persuasive text throughout to outline the current affair of how Wales have been compared with a country much larger than them, however Smith also provides an argument which can be used instead of the one highlighted. Such as the comparison with the North East that provides a different view of Wales’ underachievement with a counter argument which states Wales, when compared to an area of roughly the same size, is excelling in their examinations and surpassing the North East. It is a cleverly written piece of text which has provided factual knowledge for the reader to engage in and also provide the improved method of cross examining the North East with Wales to provide a fairer judgement of the statement of Wales’ underachievement. However, within this text it can be mentioned that it may sound slightly biased due to the nature of the topic but Smith was able to provide information within the article to assert her opinion. 
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