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Describe and explore Feminism Theories
[bookmark: _GoBack]This paper will explore the vast nature of the term feminism and the theories as to how it evolved. Historical events incorporating the three waves of feminism will be described and discussed. Further insight will be made by exploring and discussing several feminist movements that have influenced the shaping of societal normalities within the 21st century. The first point to present would be feminism’s history which has been broken into consecutive timelines, known as ‘waves’ (Nicholson, 2010). The wide diversity of feminism will also be discussed, along with the development through history and as it stands today. An array of the types of feminism shall be investigated and analysed. Finally, an exploration as to whether feminism has achieved any lasting impacts towards the world today.
A definition of feminism must be given before discussing the topic, as it is a large theory to reflect upon. One definition of feminism is the movement or theory to aid women to advocate or achieve positions in legal, economical, political and gender equality (Offen, 1988). Feminism is not a single theory (Baer and Goodin, 2011) it is a diverse topic upon which many forms of ideologies, political and social movements collaborate to try to reach the same goals. Not only women are classified as feminist, men may also carry this theoretical label (Holmgren and Hearn, 2009). It is a very misunderstood term and can be seen as negative and a forceful movement of a group of females. Whereas it is trying to compose the equality of sexes in many different forms (Anderson, Kanner and Elsayegh, 2009). Despite the misunderstandings and conceptions about it, the subject is very intriguing and opens a further understanding as to why the feminist movement has arisen.
First Wave
The development of feminism derived from the oppression and restrictions women received from a male dominant society of traditionism. The first wave of feminism began in the mid-1800s and lasted until the 1920s (Caughie, 2010; Faupel and Werum, 2011). Women were to be seen and not heard, to keep the house, children and cater for their husbands (Sultana, 2011). Women were considered as their husband’s property, thus resulting in the restriction of independence within the female population (Omvedt, 1986). It was seen as a wife’s duty to cater for their husbands needs whether that was material, mental or physical, they did not have full rights over their own bodies. Regardless of how the wife felt themselves, their views, thoughts and beliefs (Doepke, Tertilt and Voena, 2012). Many restrictions applied to women with regard to the ownership of property, only gaining inheritance and income if they married, thus showing the oppression they faced. Women were entrapped to serving men due to financial dependency on males for solely providing income for the family. Women’s liberation was seen as the key part of obtaining economic, social and political justice (Bryson, 1992; Ehrenreich, 1776).  Women also did not have the right to vote as their opinion was irrelevant, they had lower rates of pay and were portrayed inferior or weaker (Haeri and Puechguirbal, 2010).
The first substantial stepping stone was the right to vote. Women became increasingly concerned to the fact that they could not have their say through political issues and voting. This influenced the Suffragettes movement (Ccea.org.uk, 2019). Lydia Becker, leader for British suffragettes, founder and publisher of Women’s Suffragette Journal, founded the National Society for Women’s Suffrage in 1867 (Parker, 2001). The right for women to vote was beckoned for through constitutional and peaceful means. Groups of this nature attempted to influence parliaments decisions through letters and petitions. The National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies was then formed in 1897 in which brought together numerous small suffragette groups (Library.manchester.ac.uk, 2019). 
Frustration continued from the lack of progress, thus leading onto a generation of women who believed new tactics needed to be utilized (Rubio-Marín; 2014, Bearman, 2005). A member of the suffragist movement Emmiline Pankhurst, saw the suffragist movement needing more working-class women’s support as it focused too much upon middle class. In 1903, Pankhurst and her two daughters Sylvia and Christabel instigated the Women’s Social and Political Union, thus beginning the suffragette movement (Purvis, 2003; Mayhall, 1995). The movement aimed to gain the women’s right to vote through more forceful and militant means. Hunger striking, mass meetings and marches, breaking windows, damaging public property, and graffiti were a few examples. Many of these women immersed themselves into dangerous protests and were imprisoned for doing so (Chapman, 2014; Parkins, 1997).
 In 1909 Marion Wallace Dunlop, known as the first British suffragette to hunger strike, was arrested for graffitiing the house of commons walls. Dunlop refused to pay a fine and was convicted to serve a month in prison. After being imprisoned, Dunlop began a hunger strike and after 91hours was released on medical grounds. The imprisonment process was an unbearable time, as authorities forced tubes down the suffragette’s nostrils to force feed them, and were treated terribly in prison (Miller, 2016; Thomas, 2003). An outcry became apparent, for staff to help force-feed prisoners as the number of women doing so increased. In 1913 the Prisoners Act was enforced to tackle the hunger strikes within British and Irish prisons. Thus enabling prisoners on hunger strikes to be released, due to their decreasing health, on the terms that their sentence would be upheld on a later date. This became renowned as the ‘Cat and Mouse Act’ (Chris, 2016). Within the same year another famous protest was performed by Emily Davidson a suffragette who had already been imprisoned eight times, for the enforcing tactics she used. Davidson stepped in front of the king’s horse at the Epsom Darby of 1913, in hope of pinning a vote for women badge upon it, she was struck full force by the horse, hospitalized and died in June of 1913 four days later (The National Archives, 2019; San Vito, 2004).
The First World War broke out in August of 1914.  Campaigning and protests ceased from English suffragettes, as women were needed in the workplace as men departed to fight in the war. It was essential to keep the country going and created a new perception of women’s roles in society. More than one million women had replaced men in employment between 1914-1918. Industry roles such as the transport and civil service were opened up along with weapons manufacturing (Striking-women.org, 2019). Women were placed in their adequate roles for their gender (Verniers and Vala, 2018). Never judged upon how well they performed a job, there academic abilities, their physical and mental strength. The work which women undertook within the war spurred the creation of the ‘Representation of the People Act 1918. This act entitled women over thirty to vote, if they met the criteria of being an owner of property over £5, wives of householders or university graduates. Women’s oppression was still at large, due to ladies in other brackets to be ignored. The Parliament (Qualification of Women) Act 1918 also emerged, thus allowing women over twenty-one to stand as members of Parliament. The vote was granted for women of all criteria to vote in 1928, with the aid of the Representation of the People Act (Muggeridge, 2018).
The Second Wave
Onwards the women’s rights movement lay dormant up until the late 1950s-1960s. A new generation of activists came to light and called themselves the second wave of feminism (Gordon, 2013). Then the impending issue of abortion came to light and was the second waves immediate issue of debate. Women wanted full control over their decisions of having children and their bodies. Abortion became the central issue for feminists and was up taken in parliament (Marina Brown, 2004; Wills, 1982). In 1961 the contraceptive pill was produced, created from a combination of the hormone’s oestrogen and progestogen. It would temporarily subdue a women’s fertility to stop unwanted pregnancies. Although, the pill was later offered to all UK women in 1967, it was only available to married women.  tThis decision did not solve the current issues at the time as the grey area of fertility through rape was still an underlying concern (The British Library, 2019).
 During the six years, women under the single status and other areas of the world were still subdued to such fertility issues. Women who were raped had no choice but to continue with the forced pregnancy (Siegel, 2012). However, in 1973 abortion was legalized by the supreme court in the united states due to the Roe v. Wade decision (Justia Law, 2019). Therefore, allowing a decision of a pregnant mother within the first trimester, along with her doctor, to decide to abort an unborn child or not. In the later trimesters state laws would still enforce. This was one of the most well understood if not famous cases that taw down many state laws (Beckwith, 2001). 
The second wave brought many feminist authors. Betty Frieden, one of the contributing instigators of the second wave published a book called ‘The famine Mystique’ in 1963, which was a huge contributor to feminism in the United States. From there it spread through the western World and beyond, opening the eyes of many women (Henderson, 2007). More authors for sexual liberation emerged. In the 1970s Germanine Greere, a public intellectual and Australian writer wrote that the Nuclear family was the source of women’s disempowerment. She was perceived as one of the major voices within the second wave. And is still present putting forward her views and impacts on society today (Greer, 1998).
Kate Millet, an American writer, wrote the bestseller ‘Sexual Politics’ also in 1970, and called out male dominance as a cultural construct. Equality had still not been reached by this point (Snipp and Cheung, 2015). In 1976 Take back the night Marches began, feminist anti rape campaign was a powerful movement for female and male individuals (Reclaimthenight, 2019; Mackay, 2014). The marches continue annually to this day. This gave women power over their own body and more of their own decisions, a revolution for the time.
In 1979, Margaret Thatcher became the first female prime minister in Britain. Changing history forever, increasing women’s empowerment on regard to the political scene. However, Thatcher was a tough determined disappointment to a vast number of women and shunned feminism portraying it as poison (Purvis, 2013). Thatcher did not practice polices that were women friendly and dismissed equal pay, childcare and nursery provisions. Consequently, she became a hate figure in working-class communities, particularly in England and Wales, due to a mass rise of unemployment (Biddiss, 2019; Durham, 1989). With her determination to obtain the successes of the polices she vouched for, she dismissed personal hardships of many common individuals.
Thatcherism became the term for Thatcher’s policies and shaped the nation considerably (Hills, 1998; Gamble, 1989). She became known as the Iron Lady, as dubbed by a soviet journalist, due to her leadership style and uncompromising politics. In parliament today, only 146 MPs are women, whereas 504 are male, indicating that Margaret Thatcher’s reign as prime minister may have negatively impacted the idea of female political bodies (UK Parliament, 2019). Underlying issues such as this should be reconsidered as Thatcher was not an idealistic example of the capabilities of female politicians. As a critical comparison, the public would not perceive politicians such as Tony Blair as a representative for each male Politian to come as they did with Margaret Thatcher.
The Third Wave
Then came what was seen to be as the third wave. In 1989, Kimberlee Crenshaw created the term ‘Intersectionality’ a demarginalization of race and sex (Sigle-Rushton, 2013; Crenshaw, 1989). It is a metaphor for understanding the ways that multiple forms of inequality are disadvantaged and shows the complexity of race and gender being the issue. The power of the feminist movement had almost forgotten women of colour, feminism seen as a white women’s empowerment. Thus, intersectionality helps remove barriers and confusion of feminism on regards to sex and race. Intersectionality has become a known term and has consistently been used to this day (Crenshaw, 2006; V. Knudsen, 2006). 
In 1992 Rebecca Walker acclaimed herself as ‘The third wave’ and followed in the footsteps of her mother Alice Walker (who in 1983 created the term Womanist, which represents a black feminist or feminist of colour). With her beliefs, teachings and writings she co-founded the Third Wave Foundation in 1997, this institution supports intersex women, queer, coloured and trans individuals (Gilley, 2005). The foundation helps empower and guide women to be leaders in their communities by giving them the resources and tools they need. To this day the organisation now provides projects and grants to support young women. 
However, theories regarding third wave feminism are primarily focused towards issues concerning women, thus, intentionally or unintentionally disregarding the complexities of rights concerning men (Baily, 2014; Bailey, 2012). An example of this could convey, the lack of mention towards inequality towards men compared to literature regarding inequality towards females. This consequently implies that feminism up to today has lost its defining characteristic of cultural equality (Rao, 1993). It appears that female feminists have diminished their primary characteristics of equality within a social culture. This meaning, feminism as a whole is desensitised to inequalities towards men, therefore can be perceived as not fighting for equality (T. Wood, 1994). The third wave is continuous or arguably is becoming the forth wave (Maclaran, 2015).
Conclusion
Feminism comes in many diverse forms only, but a few have been mentioned here. The begging question being as to whether feminism as whole has made a difference to today’s society. Without the upstanding of those mentioned in this assignment and credit to others, history may have played the same tale of women’s oppression till the present day. Arguably, today’s society still presents many issues with equality although the United Kingdom has the Equality Act 2010 (Legislation.gov.uk, 2019). This stating, no discrimination of individuals of the other sex, race, disability and so on. With all the political stunts, cries for help, campaigning, marches and strikes came a varied amount of small victories for women of any race. However, with many centuries of attempts, and so many forms of feminism created the original issues still withstand to this day on a global scale (Wadesango, 2011; Dollar, Fisman and Gatti, 2001). From religion degrading women, to slavery, and the old-fashioned views of the perfect nuclear family still being upheld. Not all women see issues, some are ignorant to the fact of the inequality, and others are just raised and indoctrinated into the belief that life should be the perceived way. Amongst all who do not understand the oppression and inequality’s, are few fighting and willing to stand up for what they believe to be right (Citizensadvice.org.uk, 2019). Stretching from the writings of authors, to full blown radicalists and protesters. Feminism keeps that injustice in the lime light, and shadows over the wrongs of the global society, no matter the form.
Interestingly to be noted, in 1892 Charlotte Perkins Gilman, wrote ‘The yellow wallpaper’ which to this day has become a feminist press best seller. The story is about a woman who was closeted in a room postpartum by her husband for the sake of her mental health. After three months of the segregation becomes incredibly mentally ill and obsessed with the rooms revolting yellow wallpaper. This was based on her own experience with her first husband and having to follow what he and her doctor demanded. They placed her in the segregation to cure her depression without taking into account any other aspect of her physical, mental or emotional wellbeing. A projection of exactly how women were treated at the time, which arguably was considered barely even human (Ghandeharion and Mazari, 2016). This early stage of feminist writing appears to be making a large impact today.  Traditionally, to modern days the vast timeline of feminism shows constant fights, awareness and the emergence of women who can be empowered for equality in all areas of society. Evidence appears to conclude that whether it is accepted or not, feminism shall be present.
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