









Preparing for Professional Police Practice


Policing by Consent and Its Impact on the Contemporary Society
The Metropolitan Police Act of 1829 established a permanent, centrally structured police force, marking the beginning of the modern notion of professional policing. Officers of the law serve the public by putting themselves in harm's way to protect the people. The Peelian notion of policing by consent is the basis of law enforcement in the United Kingdom. Robert Peel is widely regarded as the inspiration for the creation of the Metropolitan Police. His goal was to generate widespread public support for the police by examining the ways in which they differ from the military and the deaths that have resulted from using the military to quell civil unrest in the past, such as the Peterloo Massacre (Dave, 2021).  As the term "policing by consent" suggests, public trust in law enforcement agencies is established when officers are honest about their authority, behave ethically, and accept responsibility for their actions. That the public and the police share the same ideals attests to the legitimacy of the system. As the public's face of law and order, police officers have a special responsibility to treat everyone fairly and with dignity. It was discovered that the police force is one of the city's greatest assets, and that the police and the public should work together to form a community-oriented relationship based on the principle of consent policing (Bailey, 2015). The purpose of this essay is to provide a critical discussion of Peelian's philosophy of policing by consent or public acceptance and the tools that modern police forces in England and Wales use to achieve this goal. 
Three basic principles of policing by consent emphasise safety via deterrence rather than punishment. Crime is prevented by the police force. Police personnel are not obligated to use force against civilians or penalise them for engaging in illegal behaviour (Jackson and Bradford, 2009). To determine what measures are essential for the rigorous fulfilment of police tasks and to avoid giving the impression of usurping the judicial branch's authority to seek justice on behalf of the state's citizens and mete out punishment to those who have committed wrongdoing. Consent policing's central notion is that it is the best way to reduce crime and win public acceptance. As if they were police officers, people of the community should help with crime prevention efforts. The voluntary character of public aids in developing the community and makes it free from crime (Jackson et al., 2012). Only if the community trusts the police and backs legitimate actions will the people step up to the plate. To increase the degree of respect for the people and to adhere to the community standards is the third major premise of policing by consent. To gain support from the public, law enforcement must be diligent in its efforts, work to improve its image, hire officers who accurately reflect the community they serve, and only resort to physical force or other forms of suppression in extreme situations. The relevance of policing by agreement may be grasped from the basic ideas outlined in Peelian principles. The concept of policing is unlike any other in history since it was developed with the help of the people. Citizens learned to trust and respect law enforcement officials when they demonstrated actions designed to keep them safe (Lambert and Parsons, 2017). "Policing by consent" means that police authority is derived from popular support rather than from the state. Consent and willingness of the public do not provide the people the ability to withdraw from the acts of police officers; authority resides in the hands of police officers. There is no need to injure or display strength to persons to undertake any authorised acts on them if the police have the consent and agreement of the public.
The police force in the United Kingdom is not an arm of the state, but rather the servants of the people and the community; hence it is only fair that they have widespread popular trust and respect. Officers treat the community fairly and with respect, regardless of race, religion, sexual orientation, age, etc., since they are sensitive to the concerns of residents. The police will go to whatever length to ensure that civilians are able to engage in authorised pursuits (Greener, 2021). Officers have a delicate balancing act to do between preserving public order and enforcing the law. Relationship building with the local populace is at the heart of the "community policing" approach. Consensual policing also involves the full-time officer making regular rounds in his assigned area, getting to know the locals, and working together with them to address any issues that arise. Consensual policing and community policing have similar ends in mind: they both want to reduce crime while retaining the support of residents and earning their trust. Consent policing has been shown to lower significant crimes, supporting the shattered window idea (Halder, 2020). In the 1980s, the accountability of police became a major political issue in England and Wales, prompting several research initiatives to examine police authority and responsibility. A consensus was reached that law enforcement should operate within the bounds of democratic oversight. Recent years have seen a decline in the level of controversy surrounding these issues, with the focus instead shifting to the efficiency and effectiveness of law enforcement and the importance of obtaining the public's approval before resorting to the use of force. Most British citizens live in England and Wales, however there are major disparities in the policing systems in England and Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland. The Human Rights Act of 1998 places a premium on ensuring that police are held responsible for their activities within the country (Rawlings, 2012). The United Nations' Law Enforcement Ethics Code Officials in Europe and the UK established policing standards with the dual goals of protecting human rights and elevating the standing of police officers. The policy of consent and the rule of law are at the centre of English society. England has a different strategy to managing public-order offences like riots than the rest of the country does because of its history of "Policing by consent." 
To keep up with the ever-evolving needs and policing endeavours, innovative approaches to crime prevention, evidence collection, and investigation are being created. Instead of using force to interrogate individuals, police in England and Wales rely on privacy-invading technologies like face recognition to piece together the details of criminal cases. Police in England and Wales can more easily engage in consent-based and problem-solving policing thanks to applications that allow them to download data from suspects' devices for investigation (Dave, 2021). Other technological algorithms, such as machine learning, search data sets against machine criteria set in the system, find detailed information about individuals from databases, and more. Consent-based policing necessitates considering the experiments conducted by police agencies employing technology. Authorities often express serious reservations about the accuracy and dependability of the technologies used by police departments. In addition, the security breach caused by biometric scans in public spaces presents a significant challenge when it comes to facial recognition, since accurate matching of varying facial traits is a difficult task. There have been requests to halt the use of face recognition technologies until the challenges and concerns are resolved, and this has been linked to the absence of an established legal framework (Bailey, 2015). However, for the policing by consent approach to be put into practise in the UK, police officers need effective processes to follow that allow them to quickly identify persons without having to confront or search innocent bystanders. Another case in point involves experiments conducted by police in South Wales, where problems were seen when an automated face recognition system was used because some worried members of the community thought it was illegal for the police to run facial recognition on people. But the courts found that the police had met the standards of the Human Rights Act, and that the face recognition system and processes are carried out by trained experts with the public's privacy and safety in mind (Jackson et al., 2012). It would be inappropriate for law enforcement to prioritise the use of technology to facilitate their goals and operations in line with the consent-based policing model. The Digital Ethics Panel also provided guidance to law enforcement on how to be compliant with their operations. It is unreasonable to think that law enforcement agencies anywhere, not just England and Wales, can completely cut themselves off from technology because of ethical concerns. Maintaining police efficiency and legitimacy in accordance with Robert Peel's standards has significant public-interest arguments on its side. Predictive policing and the use of algorithms have prompted the creation of a code of conduct by the Centre for Data Ethics and Innovation (Varghese, 2010). Political leaders, government officials, practitioners, regulatory agencies, advising experts, independent watchdogs, and the public will all benefit from this shift in emphasis. More research and evaluation of public consultation, laws, etc., is needed to understand the foundation for public consent. If the policing by consent concept is to be well-guarded in the digital era, then keeping up with the rapid pace of technological development and its impact on human rights must be a top national priority.
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