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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

My intended title is ‘An exploration into certain stakeholders’ perceptions of the cost-benefit ratio of implementing body-worn video technology in UK policing’. 

According to the BBC, the implementation of body worn video (BWV) was to have a positive impact on both victims and police, however, this implementation has cost “at least £90m over the past decade” (BBC, 2023). On average over the past decade, there have been around £140,000 police officers in the UK (Home Office, 2023b), this equates to £643 per officer over the last decade. 
To put this cost into context, £10m was invested into the uplift of taser carriers and training in March 2020 which was projected to cover the next year until March 2021 (Home Office, 2020). Of this budget, South Wales Police received £273,075 which provided 331 devices (Police Federation, 2020), which equates to approximately £825 per device. 
Further, to ensure that response to more serious and complex crime is sufficient, more cutting-edge IT is required therefore, each officer is now provided with a laptop device, on average these cost £1,000 per device (PSE, 2021). BWV is the cheaper item of the three listed, however, it is still an expensive device per officer and research is intended to understand stakeholders’ perceptions on whether the benefit of the device outweighs the cost. 


The Office for National Statistics found that a decision was made to not prosecute on nearly half of domestic abuse violent offences as the victim did not support prosecution (ONS, 2018), this increases the need for a victimless prosecution to ensure that our victims are protected. 
Victimless prosecutions are often referred to as evidence led prosecutions (HMICFRS, 2020).  BWV of initial officer attendance at the call can be extremely helpful towards prosecution as it obtains evidence which can include the victim’s demeanour, the scene, and any injuries; evidential capture on BWV could lead to early guilty pleas which then directly cuts the costs of court as the case does not have to go to trial (College of Policing, 2021). In essence, showing that BWV can have a positive impact on victims as it facilitates successful victimless prosecutions. 


In the year ending 2022, there were 87,786 complaints made against police officers in the UK (Home Office, 2023a). As BWV are often referred to as independent witnesses (BBC, 2023), they could have the power to negate an extremely high number of complaints as it resolves situations that might otherwise be a matter of one person’s word against another. However, the use of BWV may also increase the amount of freedom of information requests made to forces (BBC, 2023), therefore, increasing the investment of time needed to fulfil these requests.  



This dissertation will analyse the benefits of BWV in specific the use of them in victimless prosecutions, complaints against officers and investigations. Data will be gathered from stakeholders on their view whether the use of BWV is value for money. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

· Capture stakeholders’ perceptions on the positive impacts of BWV in relation to victimless prosecutions, 

· Explore stakeholders’ perceptions on the impact that BWV can have on the speed with which complaints against officers are resolved, 

· Capture stakeholders’ view on whether BWV is value for money. 



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Essex Police have taken part in a trial which shows that BWV has a direct impact on successful criminal charges (Owens, C., Mann, D., Mckenna, R., 2014). The trial consisted of officers that were the first responders to incidents of domestic abuse. I intend on researching this further, to understand the bearing that BWV can have on victimless prosecutions. 

To answer one of my subsidiary research questions, I want to research the influence that BWV has on complaints made against officers. A randomised control trial within the US shows that BWV has little and “statistically insignificant effects” on the number of civilian complaints as well as the outcome (Yokum, D., Ravishankar, A. and Coppock, A. 2019). This is an American study and there is not much research on this area based around UK police forces. Differences may arise between countries as laws are different and there may be different thresholds to charge individuals. In contrast with the previous article, a review compared the number of complaints made with officers that wore BWV against those who were not, this showed a reduction of 16.6% (Lum, C., 2020). Despite the clear reduction it states that it is not clear what prompted the reduction whether that be a change in reporting or a change in the quality of officer and citizen interaction. 



The National Policing Lead for BWV, Andy Marsh, explains that the release of BWV footage captured at incidents “can be shared to increase public transparency and build confidence in the legitimacy of our actions” (Marsh, A., 2020). A recent example where BWV footage was released was in Avon and Somerset police following the arrest of a female who was with her child on the bus (Quinn, A. 2024) Following the release of the footage there was still a mixture of positive and negative public opinions on the actions of officers; the negative opinions decreased when the community were informed on police training and the circumstances of the call. Therefore, it is likely that BWV footage alone is not likely to decrease complaints it needs to be coupled with education. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

To gather data on this topic, a qualitative approach will be used and compared with literature to demonstrate that there is a gap and the need for the research. The research method that will be used is interviews as a more detailed response can be obtained as people’s responses can be followed-up by asking more probing questions (Jain, N., 2021)

By using interviews, participants who are best suited to discuss the matter will be selected. For example, professional standards department (PSD) as they directly deal with complaints regarding the use of BWV.  
 

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

To be eligible to be interviewed, participants must work with such issues on a daily basis, therefore, officers within the Professional Standards Department as they deal with complaints made against officers. Sergeants in the police also deal with low level complaints about officer behaviour therefore, the target sample will include sergeants as they also often oversee victimless domestic abuse investigations. Finally, the sample will also include a professional from the Crown Prosecution Service as they oversee cases daily and decide to make a decision to charge of evidence led prosecutions.

I plan on reaching out to all participants via email as well as a visit in person to discuss my research in depth to ensure that the participants have a good understanding of my research aim. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Ethical issues will be detailed in full on my ethics form which will be approved by my UWTSD tutor. BERA (2018) states that written consent is usually obtained from participants that are involved in the research study prior to the research commencing. I plan on obtaining written consent from all of my participants prior to commencing the interview with them using a single page form on Google Form. This form will confirm eligibility and consent. 

BERA (2018) highlights that anonymity and confidentiality of participants must always be considered but recognises that anonymity may not always be possible. Due to using interviews, I will not be able to offer the participants anonymity therefore, I need to ensure that confidentiality is offered and abided by, ensuring that when their views are analysed, those reading cannot identify participants. 
 

	TIME SCALE:

I plan on conducting the interviews around the start of completing my dissertation once my interview technique and questions have been discussed with my dissertation supervisor. The interviews will be completed around the same time, however, I will need to factor in the participant’s availability. 
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