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AIM(S)
* To provide an historical overview of the development of critical theories of interpretation and literary production.
* To develop students’ awareness of the implications and possibilities of different theoretical positions and techniques for their own reading and critical practice.
* To interrogate the distinction between literature and theory by studying literary aspects of theoretical texts and by questioning the view of literature as a body of language that needs to be explained through the authority of theory, which is seen as a body of knowledge.
LEARNING OUTCOMES
By the end of this module students should be able to:
* demonstrate a sound understanding of the challenge posed to the critical orthodoxies of Literary Studies by developments in critical and cultural theory;
* describe the main conceptual underpinnings and practical methodologies of a range of critical and theoretical approaches to textual interpretation;
* apply these critical and theoretical concepts flexibly in the analysis of specific literary and cultural texts;
* show awareness of the ways in which the authority of theory may be interrogated and challenged by considering its literary origins, ongoing formation, development and re-interpretation and by considering seriously the historical and other objections to the application of modern theoretical formulations to literature.
CONTENT
This module aims to provide an historical overview of the development of a wide range of critical and cultural theories, demonstrating their conceptual underpinnings and methods of textual interpretation. A careful balance will be struck between detailed theoretical discussion and the practical exposition of particular techniques, so that students are enabled both to develop a degree of conceptual sophistication and to apply these ideas directly to their own critical practice.

In any given year, four or five of the following critical approaches will be expounded and engaged:
* New Criticism
* Russian Formalism
* Marxism
* Feminism
* Psychoanalysis
* Postcolonial Theory
* Queer Theory
* Cultural Materialism
* New Historicism
* Dialogism
* Structuralism
* Post-structuralism
* Semiotics
* Deconstruction
* Reader Response Theory
Moreover, the module will adopt an interrogative approach to theory itself, specifically integrating literary and theoretical texts and exploring the relationship between (figurative) language and knowledge, as well as examining the challenges to theoretical knowledge posed by historical and cultural change.

ASSESSMENT
Coursework			                                                                    100%	

1. Assessed Essay (c. 2500 words)	50%
2. Oral Presentation with assessors’ questions (to the equivalent of 2500 words). 
Further details will be provided by the module co-ordinator.	50%		
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