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Introduction
The purpose of this reflective report is to critically analyze how the learning experiences in this module have contributed to the development of three key academic skills: These include, Academic Writing Skills, Research Skills and Referencing Skills. As per the Gibb’s Reflective Cycle, below are samples of different tasks and activities that were performed, the setbacks faced, the educational gains obtain and the impact that was gained from the experiences and activities.
Description
Throughout this module, I engaged in several academic activities that made me to develop the academic writing, research, and referencing skills. From the essays and reports to research for the assignments that were being carried out, it was necessary to employ these skills. These activities also incorporated group work, peer review, as well as, self-analysis, that gave me a blend experience. Apart from the above, the module also had activities such as group activities, workshop and shared discussions which make the learning even more dynamic. Many of these workshops were technique-oriented in that you were shown how to construct research questions, structure small literature reviews, and appreciate a number of citation formats. Interacting with fellow students during such tasks was important since one can discuss concerning ideas as well as different approaches that can be used to address different assignments. Extraordinary was the possibility to present our results and receive the immediate feedback since it strengthened the understanding of the concept and showed the areas of possible improvements, thereby making learning more engaging and functional (Sotiriadou et al., 2020).
Feelings
At first, I had the impression that I would not succeed in managing the related academic assignments. As to the volume of reading and the level of critical thinking that it demanded in academic writing it seemed unbearable at times. The processes of research and citation appeared to be especially puzzling since I did not know the patterns and procedures that are used in this period (Matanıarı et al., 2020). But as I got to deal with the tasks more closely, I realized that the academic work has a certain order and discipline that I quite liked. As I advanced, I ceased to feel intimidated as a feeling of achievement took over my heart of valor. The effective and efficient accomplishment of higher order tasks made me gain confidence and I was increasingly looking at tasks as ‘good chances to better myself’. This support eased me out of my comfort zone and gave me the necessary motivation and feedback to overcome my fears and get a better understanding of what I was learning. Little by little I began liking the logical approach in academic work and began deriving pleasure in ‘constructing’ good arguments or ‘discovering’ new facts through research and analysis. This change of attitude was decisive for turning the academic process from a challenging ordeal to a meaningful journey (Hossain et al., 2022).
Evaluation
The skills that were gained in the course were valuable and the most important was the improvement of my academic writing skills. First of all, I can admit the fact that the works written by me were not quite clear and well-structured. Nevertheless, owing to the feedback from the fellow students and instructors and consistent writing, I realized how to organize my arguments more properly and how to substantiate the statements. Skills in carrying out research were another that developed trainees. In the beginning, I faced a problem of non-availability of proper and relevant sources; however, through the guide sessions on usage of database and effective key words, I was able to find many scholarly sources. This is despite the fact that referencing which earlier appeared to be a boring and time-consuming activity had become easier as I had got accustomed to the various citation tools and referencing formats that need to be followed in order to use the work of other writers. In addition, they were iterative, which made it possible for me to witness the progress as it was being made. By going through the previous drafts, I was able to track particular patterns of changes, which included the elimination of a number of grammatical pitfalls and the enhancement of argumentation’s accuracy (Pitt, Bearman, & Esterhazy, 2020). It also influenced my writing in a way that made me pay close attention to converting my approach to writing to more professional and scholarly language. As for scholarly research, increased understanding of the use of different search facilities and ways to critically evaluate the information helped to engage with such issues more confidently as well as with more intensity. The shift from the simple search engines to academic database was a shift to a whole new level of research as far as I was concerned.
Analysis
The module has benefited me for enabling me to develop great academic writing skills thanks to the structured approach given in the module. The assignments called for thesis, as well as for the orderly arrangement of ideas and the critical evaluation of argument – all of which challenged me to develop as a writer. The skills on how to carry research were the direct outcomes of the activities and workshops carried out on information retrieval. These sessions proved useful in applying academic databases and demarcations of the credibility of sources. Referring was equally difficult at first, but over time, that too became easier and using EndNote reduced the actual work required for citation (Prokopenko et al., 2020). In addition, the cyclical process of writing my assignments helped me to gain much more insight into the specific guidelines of academic writing. Getting feedback from the instructors helped to pinpoint certain problematic areas – for example, excessive use of passive voice or not questioning the sources adequately – and then fix them. Regarding the research skills the experience with primary research articles and grey literature and the exposure to different sources of information extended my vision and improved the synthesis of diverse opinions. Regarding citation analysis and formation of the citation, practicing crosscheck with the sources or citation lent to the accurate citations while enhancing my consciousness of the academic misconduct. 
Conclusion
Analyzing the overall learning process, I can prove that the here described module was highly helpful in developing skills that are important in the academic context. The main struggles which I experienced, with regard to research and particularly referencing helped me to significantly increase my level of discipline towards my coursework. All in all, I think that I have progressed significantly, although I still consider that there is some work to be done: mostly, I do not think that I can cope with complicated theories and apply them into practical use which concerns writing to the extent that is needed. This report has aimed at reflecting on the aspects such as writing, research, and referencing in enhancing the academic achievement. Through the use of Gibb’s Reflective Cycle, I have been able to evaluate and assess my learning experiences so as to be in a position to come up with a learning improvement plan. Undoubtedly, the skills that the learner has learned during this module will help them in their future academic and career path.
Action Plan
In the future, I hope to carry on the use and developing of these skills I have used within this assignment. Specifically, for academic writing, I will aim at developing more critical evaluation procedures and paying much attention to the clear propositions of arguments. To improve my research experience and practice I plan to learn more about some deep and narrow searches and read contemporary research essays in my specialty. Therefore, when referencing, I will keep using citation tools and frequently search for citation rules to enhance my referencing. Furthermore, I plan to attend academic writing lectures and join peer writing, as well as cooperating in peer reviewing. Participation in academic-related groups, including forum or study groups, will also enable me expand my horizon in terms of trends and approaches to research. For the development of my referencing competence, I propose to consider more than one usual for my field referencing style and such action is unlikely to harm me since it will provide me with more options and stricter standards in context of referencing. Thus, the more frequently I go back to the fundamental readings regarding the academic integrity and citation ethic, the higher is my work quality and the lower is the risk of any ethical violation.
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