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Global Perspectives on Education
Elizabeth Trovall (2017) describes Having a global perspective is to understand the world around you, to teach children and young people if you want to succeed then you need to learn how the world works and how to understand and interconnect, and to have acceptance and understanding for all cultures and how others live, recognising that not everyone lives the same way. This essay explores the globalisation differences between Vietnam a middle-income country and Wales a higher- income country and their standards of living, education, and the economy, identify the barries that affect our children who live in poverty and the disadvantages this can bring, especially access to a good education. Focuses on the policies of the governments and how and what they are trying to do to improve, the comparison of the education system and Vietnam’s teaching methods to here in Wales. And the connection of Vietnams teaching style to the social theorist Lev Vygotsky. 
Vietnam is a country that occupies the Eastern and Southern part of Indochinese peninsula in mainland Southeast Asia, with the south China sea along its entire coast. The capital of Vietnam is Hanoi and China sits to the north and Loas and Cambodia are to the West. The Prime Minister is Nguyen Xuan Phuc, and the official language is Vietnamese. With a population of around 103,196 million. Vietnam is a one-party communist state and is becoming south-east Asia’s fastest growing economies, even though it is a developing country it still has one of the lowest unemployment rates in the developing world. Duiker (2021).
Communism means the economic system is where the group owns the factors of production this means in Vietnam that the government represents the group and production represents labour, entrepreneurship, capital goods and natural resources. Even though the government does not legally own the labour force, the central planners can still tell the people where they should work Amadeo (2020). Vietnam has a long history of affiliating with a superior civilisation and adopting that civilisation’s ideas such as their technology and institutions for their own gain. The history of China’s and Vietnam and their relationship shows evidence of this affiliating when the descendants of the Mandarins responded to the challenge of the West by rejecting tradition and became a communist's country to combat colonialism Duiker (2021). 
Since 1986 Vietnam has been transitioning from a centrally planned, highly agrarian economy to a more industrial and market-based economy raising incomes (Inforplease.com no, date). Since the late ninety’s centralized economy has transformed Vietnam with an annual growth rate of 7.4 percent, this has helped the country move from the list of low-income country to a middle-income country in 2009 (Save the Children,2014, p 4). However, even though it continues to make significant economic and evolutionary progress over the last decade while operating in an increasingly global landscape, families living in rural areas are plunging deeper into poverty (Asia foundation, 2008). Within Vietnam’s rural areas families struggle to make ends meet, at least ninety percent in total are poor. As urbanization grows it is pushing them further away from economic and educational opportunities (Asia foundation, 2008). It continues to dismiss the social, ethnic and regional inequalities those like the most vulnerable subgroups and the very poor. (Save the Children, 2014, p 4).
The continuing growth of the wealthy nations changing from national resources in the past to knowledge today with advancing technology and a better understanding and knowledge have generated the globalization process Altbach (2004) Military, culture, immigration and the environment became a large part of the new phenomenon of globalization which became huge in the late twentieth century (Ane Le, 2016, p 3). To be able to develop economically, countries will have to develop and invest in education and training this will have a huge impact on the poorer countries Ane Le (2016). 
Since 2008 the Vietnam government has recognised that education is a national priority it has been spending twenty percent of its budget on education (Global partnership, 2020). Parents also believe that education is critical, as it has helped the countries recovery after decades of war. Their dedication to education is cultural Lu (2016), as the Vietnam war or the American war, which is what the Vietnamese call it, was long and costly with a divisive conflict that challenged and divided the communist government of North Vietnam against South Vietnam and their principal ally, the United States of America. The war claimed the deaths of three million people of which half were Vietnamese civilians (history.com,2020).
Vietnam was the first Asian country and second in the world to sign the Convention on the Rights of the Child (Save the Children,2014) however, the socialist country has yet to socialise education entirely and education is meant to be free and primary schools compulsory, other costs such as textbooks and uniforms and fees for secondary schools and beyond means that there are a lot of families that cannot afford to send their children to school. The United Nations body have been importuning the Vietnamese's law makers to commit to Article 59 and guarantee free education Hoang (2013). 
All children between the age of six and eleven must go to school, however families in the country find it a struggle to send their children to school as they live so far away in rural areas and when the farms are at their busiest with planting or harvesting then parents need the children to stay and work (kidcyber.com) children as young as six are unable to attend schools because their families cannot afford it. This is quite common throughout Vietnam Hoang (2013). In 2012 out of more than forty developing countries Vietnam was recognised as to have done better than expected, the government has made significant efforts in completing a legal policy, incorporating international laws, regulations into the national legal system. National programmes on child protection have been put into place to protect the child (Save the Children, 2014). Continuing with the need to improve both access to education and quality, Vietnam has adopted the Dakar Education for All (EFA) Framework for Action (Thi Lan and Jones, no date). The Dakar Framework for Action is based on the most extensive evaluation of education ever undertaken Senegal (2000). The EFA was an international initiative started at the “World Conference on Education for All.” in Jamitien, Thailand in 1990 by the UNESCO, UNDP, UNFPA, UNICEF and the world bank. Vietnam has made education one of the country’s key objectives and has a strong political commitment to the EEF (Thi Lan and Jones, no date). According to the Dakar Framework for Action 2000 “Quality of education” can be viewed and defined in different ways. However, in Vietnam they define the quality of education a little different, they strongly believe that the quality of education comes from the teachers, quality of the curricula and learning materials (Thi Lan and Jones, no date), the methods of the teaching of learners, motivation and the school's ability to prepare the student for life Phuong (no date). Similarly, to the social theorist Lev Vygotsky who examined the social environments that influence the learning process. Vygotsky argued that culture is the determining factor for knowledge construction and believes that students learn through the interactions of their teachers and other expects Neff (no date). in Vietnam they believe that their teachers are the hierarchy and are senior to the students, the opinions and knowledge of the teacher is right and not to be questioned. Moreover, there is only one set of textbooks and their words are to be taken as standard (Global Partnership,2020). Like Vygotsky stated, “we learn through this cultural lens by interacting with others and following the rules, skills and abilities shaped by our culture” Lev Vygotsky (1962) In 2015 as part of their commitment to the EFA Vietnam develop a promising new programme to support disadvantaged children. The programme involves abolishing all primary school fees, poor children in the highland areas will not be charged for textbooks and new schools to be built (Thi and Jones, no date). Equally important to a quality education in Vietnam is to make sure that recourses, time and effort must be invested, starting with updating the curricula, training teachers and suppling them with the right materials, improving administration by updating ICT, quality school facilities and the use of high standard assurance practices Phuong (no date).
The education system in Vietnam is influenced by its history and culture which is very much the same in Wales. Wales has a characteristic culture full of traditions, such as its language, Customes, holidays and music (kids kiddle,2020). Wales is a small nation with a population of three million and is located to the west of the United Kingdom, and is famous for its vast mountains, forests and farmlands Juliao (2019). Wales has endured many battles and conflicts over the years including World War l and World War two ll, however, one of its many conflicts have been with the English parliament and its power over the Welsh language. During the Eighteenth and Nineteenth centuries Wales’s biggest employment for men was down the coal mines, which were situated hundreds of miles below ground in very small and dangerous conditions. To help provide light and keep the door shafts closed for safety reason, children as young as five years old would be used as these areas were too small for adults. Being in the mines for the adult men was a dangerous occupation however, for the young children mainly boys they would be lucky if they survived and if they were lucky to reach their tenth birthday then only half of them would make it to twenty years old. During this time many religious organizations and social reformers fought to improve the standards of public education. Over time conditions gradually improved for the children and compulsory education enacted, the Education Act 1870 passed to enforce basic standards however, decided to banish Welsh completely from the education system (Every Culture, no date). Currently the Welsh language was the dominant language only a few educated men were able to speak English. English was the language of power and if you wanted to progress in life you would need to speak it Johnes (2019). In Westminster questions were being raised to why the education in Wales was so poor and one of the answers was because they spoke Welsh. They believed that the language was a drawback and therefore the people of Wales would have better morals and material conditions for the people would only improve with the introduction of English. The Welsh language was actively discouraged from being used in schools; this was when the most hatred symbol of English culture in Welsh history the ‘Welsh Not’ was introduced. The Not was to stop the children from talking in Welsh, whoever was wearing the Not (which was hung around their necks) at the end of the day would be punished Davies (2014). 
Over 150 years later much has changed in Wales, the Welsh language is growing stronger than ever. People are proud to be Welsh. We have both primary and secondary Welsh medium and English medium schools that teacher the Welsh language and enjoy learning and celebrate about the history and culture. Wales has its own government and has made education its national mission to improve the experiences, knowledge and skills that the young people of wales need for employment, lifelong learning and an active citizenship (Hwb.gov, 2020). Since the Welsh Government signed the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child back in 2004, they have made all their policy making related to children and young people adapting the UNCRC articles, with the four main principles to have non-discrimination, to put the best interest of the child first, that the child has the right to life, survival and development and to always listen to the views of the child. Following the Education Act in 1988 which introduced the basic curriculum, Wales has gone through many reviews and has arrived at its most recent curriculum which is relevant to the 21st century. Professor Graham Donaldson was commissioned by the Welsh Government and introduced the ‘progression steps’ the curriculum would transcend all learning from age three through to sixteen Evans (2015). The new curriculum should be running in all schools by 2022 with four main purposes so that all students can become ambitious capable learners, ethical informed citizens, healthy confident individuals and enterprising creative contributors (Morriston primary, no date).
 In Wales school is compulsory from the age of five years old until they are sixteen where they can leave after sitting their GCSE’s or continue onto further education. However, with the new entitlement children between the ages of three and four can attended school in the foundation phase (Eacea, 2020). Compared to Vietnam were school is optional for children under six, after which school is compulsory until eleven years old (Sydenham and Thomas, 2020). Uniforms are worn in both countries, and must be bought by the parents, though in Wales you can receive financial support towards the cost. School rules in Vietnam are strict but respect is shown to the teachers by the students in the same way as they would their own parents and other adults (Sydenham and Thomas, 2020). In Wales we have rules however, rules are written by the class, this allows the children to come up with what they like to follow and what is right and work together to implement these rules, with this there is more of a chance that they will respect and follow their own classroom rules. 
Overcrowded classrooms seem to be a problem in both countries the difference is that in Vietnam the classrooms are not well equipped and do not have playgrounds ((Sydenham and Thomas, 2020), whereas in Wales classrooms are well equipped and there is plenty of access to outside play with many school having playgrounds. The teaching style between both countries is very different especially since the introduction of the new curriculum. Children in Wales are independent and are encouraged to work independently or together with their peers, children and teachers are seen as more of an equal so that they feel more comfortable in asking questions and question the knowledge of the teacher and are not forced into taking the teachers opinion and to have an opinion of their own. Children are also encouraged to find information using different resources that are available to them such as reading books, textbooks or using the computers for research. In Vietnam it is quite the opposite teachers are senior to the children therefore their opinions and knowledge is all that matters and is not to be questioned, or open for discussion, they only access to textbooks is provided by their teachers and their words are to be taken as standard Warderson (no date). 
Despite the differences in teaching styles, classrooms and resources one thing in common is the barriers for some of our deprived areas and poorest communities. It is no secret that children who grow up in poorer families will leave school with considerably lower levels of education Goodman and Gregg (2010). In Wales there are around 200 thousand children living in poverty with as many as 90 thousand living in severe poverty, out of the four nations in the United Kingdom Wales has the highest rate of child poverty (PSE, no date) and has the lowest earnings for people in every sector. This affects children who are living in poverty as it will continue into later life Hirsch (2007). While in Vietnam there is still a wide gap between the rich and the poor and the most vulnerable groups such as the ethnic minority groups when it comes to education, a national household living standard survey estimated the child poverty rate was 29% which is the equivalent to 7.5 million children, which 60% are ethnic minority groups. These figures show that there is a growing concern on the negative impact of the rights of the children belonging to the most vulnerable groups (Save the Children, 2014). 
Both countries have signed the UNCRC, and their governments have made significant efforts linking their policies and national programmes in child protection and the safeguarding of all children and young people. The Welsh government remains committed to the eradicating of child poverty however the responsibility is not entirely of the Welsh governments as the changes to tax and benefits system are the responsibility of the United kingdom's government (Griffiths, 2015 p 6) Wales, however, prides itself on being an outward looking and globally responsible nation Goodman and Gregg (2010), links between tackling child poverty and UNCRC with the Tackling Poverty Plan which is a new approach uses the UNCRC as a basis. Article 26 of the UNCRC; children, either through their guardians or directly, have the right to help from the government if they are poor or in need. And Article 27; children have the right to a standard of living which is good enough to meet their physical and mental needs, are just two of the UN articles that the Welsh government has linked with setting up programmes such as flying start which is a programme that supports families with children under four years old who live in the most disadvantaged areas and the foundation phase which is the statutory curriculum for all three- to seven-year-olds to help reduce educational inequalities and narrowing the gap (Griffiths, 2015 p 9). The 2008 measures (A Common Understanding for Schools (Wales) 2008) promotes Education for a Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship which assists an economy that makes little demands on the environment, acts on social justice, tackles poverty and enhances diversity and biodiversity within its communities. 
Here in Wales, we have free access to family and children services and outside school agencies however, in Vietnam social work and protection services are provided by volunteers and untrained workers without the right skills and qualifications to undertake difficult tasks (Save the Children, 2014). To ensure that the very poor enrol and stay in school, school feeding programmes are needed to make sure that no child goes hungry while in school, this programme is from the Framework for Action, of the Dakar Education for All, they to meet EFA goals Vietnam will require policies to address the nutritional needs of the poorest children. Thi and Jones (no date). To be able to tackle the issues of poverty in our communities, rural areas and in our schools, we need to understand the basic human needs of those individuals. In the case of the theorist Maslow who believed that everyone has the inborn desire to be self-actualized, to be all they can be, and to achieve this they need a few basic needs, such as food, safety, love and self-esteem. It has been reported that different cultures all over the world believe that self-actualizing and social needs are still important even though many of the most basic needs were unfilled Cherry (2020).
In conclusion we recognise the importance of a quality education how it factors into the life and development of every nation. To make sure we receive this then a lot of effort and resources must be invested Phuong (no date). However, not all receive the education that they have the right to. When UNICEF recognised that there were no standards of protection for children the United Nations drafted up the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1989, where 196 countries signed to protect the rights of the child. 
However, since the devasting impact of the pandemic of Covid 19 both countries have seen a rise in poverty with an increase in unemployment. With the closure of schools, many learners including those from vulnerable and disadvantaged groups have found it difficult to access learning this has had a negative impact on their well-being and progress in learning (Gov. Wales, 2020). This will lead to many years of hard work for both countries and their governments to recover from the downturn of the global economy. 




