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The total police funding settlement for England and Wales in 2022 to 2023 was £16.9 billion and to a lot of people that would sound to be a huge sum of money but in terms of policing, it can become tight, especially being spread over 43 territorial forces. This figure is determined by the Home Secretary, currently Suella Braverman, who also determines how much each individual force should be allocated. Over the last 13 years, the budget for policing has slowly been increasing after the spending cuts brought in by the United Kingdom’s coalition government in 2010. These spending cuts caused outraged and raised many concerns after they brought on a vast range of problems for the police forces across England and Wales. These cuts resulted in a huge decrease in the number of officers and police resources across England and Wales, despite the continuous rise in crime rates. At the time, Police Authorities had control over the budgets within each force however, the government decided that by November 2012 Police Authorities were to be abolished and replaced with elected Police and Crime Commissioners, who would have full control over the forces budget and decide how much to raise from council tax for the police (Politics, 2022). 
[bookmark: _Int_0kweCkZC][bookmark: _Int_OATtywPx][bookmark: _Int_BqoXyVjR]In February 2020, Dame Carol Black published a ‘Review of Drugs’ which included the effects of drug use, current trends and statistics and any future risks in England alone. The review goes into detail about the production, trafficking, and distribution of various common drugs such as heroin, cocaine, cannabis, and synthetic drugs such as MDMA. More importantly, Dame Carol Black highlighted some of the financial issues faced by the United Kingdom in relation to illicit drug use. She found ‘substantial social and economic costs’ including an enormous £9.3 billion spent on drug related crime in 2017-2018, making up nearly half of the total drug related costs for that period. Out of the £9.3 billion, criminal justice services cost £733 million and drug related-enforcement cost £680 million. She also estimated that 46% of the total £19.3 billion spent as a result of drug use was ‘direct costs’ specifically relating to police and health care services. These figures have been referred to as a waste of billions of pounds for the British economy. (Dame Carol Black, 2020). In 2012, the National Treatment Agency for Drug Misuse published figures in relation to the effects of drug use and estimated that in 2010-2011 drug treatments and recovery systems in England alone prevented 4.9 million crimes which saved approximately £960 million (Barber, S. and Pratt, A. 2017). Despite what seems to be a huge saving, Public Health England estimated that the cost of illicit drug use in England for 2010-2011 still amounted to £10.7 billion, with 10% of the sum being spent on enforcement and 54% being spent on drug-related crime (Public Health England, 2017).
[bookmark: _Int_qReZmRVH]In terms of financial investments, the Home Secretary announced in February 2023 a funding increase for forces in England and Wales between 2023 and 2024. The increase of up to £287 million would bring the total budget up to £17.2 billion in order to help support national policing priorities in addition to reducing anti-social behaviour and neighbourhood crime. Police and Crime Commissioners in England will also be granted the ability to raise an additional £349 million through council tax which can be used to tackle priority areas in each force (College of Policing, 2023). This increase in funding has also been said to help support and maintain 20,000 new officers who have been recruited to increase police presence on the streets. These 20,000 new officers are part of a government campaign that began in 2019 which aimed to drive the recruitment of new officers over the course of three years after a funding boost. The campaign named ‘Be a force for all’ was developed by the Home Office in partnership with the police after a review of public feedback and was the biggest drive for officer recruitment in decades (Home Office, 2019). Martin Hewitt, Chair of the National Police Chiefs’ Council commented “This net increase in officers will help us provide a better service to the public, reduce crime, and ease the unprecedented pressure on our people. It will also help us to accelerate our plans to improve diversity in policing.” 
[bookmark: _Int_HyagI00h]As a response to the cost of drug-related crime to England and Wales, in January 2021, the former Home Secretary, Priti Patel, and the former Health Secretary, Matt Hancock, released a newly devised, system-wide approach to tackle crime and protect people from illegal drugs. Project ADDER had a £148 million investment to allow for extra resources for law enforcement to help tackle drug crimes from the highest level, including gang crime and serious organised crime. The investment would also be used to fund drug treatment and recovery in order to cut crime rates relating to substance misuse and prevent reoffending. After successes in tackling crimes relating to county lines, it was decided that £40 million of the investment would be used in relation to crimes involving county lines and the supply of drugs (Home Office, 2021). Northumbria Police marked the year anniversary of their involvement in Project ADDER by sharing the success of the project within their force. The scheme saw Newcastle City Council allocated with £1.1 million and Northumbria Police with a further £550,000 to help stop the abuse of drugs in the area and the manipulation of vulnerable people into organised crime. Since the funding was allocated, the force has seized over £1 million worth of illegal drugs as well as more than £200,000 in assets. Newcastle City Council has further invested funding into drug and alcohol services as well as support for family members who act as carers (Northumbria Police, 2023).
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