Task 4 a
Legislation
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) is an international agreement between 196 countries that applies to political, economic, civil, social and cultural rights of every child under the age of eighteen (UNCRC, 1989). It has 54 articles that sets out how Governments should work together to ensure children’s rights are available to all. 
The Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure (Welsh Government, 2011) has the same status as an ‘Act’, and has placed a duty on the Welsh Government to acknowledge the UNCRC (1989) when it makes policies. Wales is the first country in the UK to reinforce the United Nations Conventions on the Rights of the Child as part of its country’s law.
The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 has bought significant changes to Social Services in Wales (Welsh Government, 2014).  It is based on a legal framework to enhance the health and wellbeing of children who require care and support (Welsh Government, 20). The Act reinforces existing safeguarding arrangements for children, and outlines the safeguarding procedures for reporting a ‘child at risk’ to the Local Authority under Part 7 of the Act. 

National and Local Policies
The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (Welsh Government, 2022) provides specific guidance as to how to report a child at risk. The safeguarding process states that when a child is reported to be at risk, a strategy discussion should take place within one day of the referral being received by the Local Authority. This will determine whether to open a section 47 under the Children’s Act 1989, and to investigate if the child is at ‘significant risk of harm’ (Welsh Government, 2022). 
Should the child be assessed as being ‘significantly at risk of harm’ following s47 investigations, the local authority has a statutory duty to arrange a strategy meeting/discussion Welsh Government (2022). This meeting will determine if the needs of the child can be met via a care and support assessment. Should the concerns be validated the meeting would consider should the child be placed on the Child Protection Register (Welsh Government, 2022). 

Organisational Procedures
Within my organisation, the procedures for reporting a ‘Child at Risk’ are based on the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (Welsh Government, 2014). Should I identify a child at risk of significant harm, I would refer to the Police, and report to my team manager. The Police can issue a Powers of Protection order (PPO) in order to remove a child into a place of safety for up to 72 hours. Should this require extending, an Emergency Protection Order (EPO) would be issued that will last up to eight days.  
Should a disclosure of abuse or neglect be made without immediate danger, I would ensure that I understand and record the information on a safeguarding referral, and refer to guidance from the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (Welsh Government, 2022) as to how to respond. I would also share the concerns with my team manager. Part 7, Section 21 of The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (Welsh Government, 2014) states that the local authority has a duty to assess the needs of the child to determine their support needs.

Task 4 b
DoLS is the framework used to authorise deprivations of liberty when the person being deprived is 18 or over, and they live in a care home. In 2022, it was planned that the DoLS framework be replaced by LPS. The LPS framework now applies to anyone over 16-year-olds. It will provide a system for a responsible body to authorise care arrangements that require an individual to be deprived of their liberty (SCIE, 2022). This will be in line with article 5 of the European Convention on Human Rights (Human Rights Act, 1998) which states that a person must not be detained without good reason. The European Convention on Human Rights is set out under The Human Rights Act (1998) which highlight rights and freedom that all individuals are eligible to have.
There is a difference between adults and children capacity and consent. Capacity is deemed to be different between children and adults. An adult with capacity may choose not to protect themselves, however, should there be significant risks, legislation will be imposed under the Mental Capacity Act (2005). Under legislation by the Children’s Act (1989) and Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (Welsh Government, 2014), children identified as being at risk must follow safeguarding procedures.
According to the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (Welsh Government, 2022) individuals under eighteen are deemed as children and unable to safeguard themselves from harm. They require responsible adults to assess risk on their behalf. Ideally, on the Wales Safeguarding Procedures, practitioners should seek consent from parents (Welsh Government, 2022). By doing this, it is likely that individuals engage in the safeguarding process, working partnerships are promoted, and outcomes are identified. The Regional Safeguarding Boards section 136 of the SSWBA (Welsh Government, 2014). Goosey (2021) reports that their aim is to raise awareness, promote prevention and to protect adults who have care and support needs, or from being at risk.
Children are unable to consent to make decisions therefore there is a legal obligation to have representation on their behalf. However, should the child be assessed under the ‘Gillick’ competence test to determine if they have sufficient understanding and intelligence to make decisions, parents could surrender to the child’s right to make decisions for themselves (Welsh Government, 2022). Adults who are deemed as to have capacity can decline representation should they wish, and independently make unwise decisions towards their care and support needs. 


