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Does structured group/pair work encourage greater participation  

in less confident pupils? 
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Appendix 1 – Lesson Study 1 Lesson Plan 
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Appendix 2 – Lesson Study 1 Observation Schedule 

 

Note: Originally, I had planned four collaborative tasks for this lesson. However, I used the 

second task question as a whole class discussion. Tasks 1 and 2 were very similar so it did 

not impact on the study. However, it did result in the subsequent tasks being renumbered: 

Task 3 here becomes Task 2 in the study, likewise Task 4 becomes Task 3. 
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The image above shows my research partner’s general notes from the observation.  
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Appendix 3 – Lesson Study 1 Interview Schedule 

A. My interview notes 
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B. My research partner’s interview notes 
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Appendix 4 – Lesson Study 1 Reflection 

Reflection pro-forma (based on Gibbs 1988) 

1. Describe what 
happened 

Intended 4 tasks – 3 pair and 1 group. Missed out Task 2 and 
did as group discussion instead! Tasks 1 and 2 were similar so 
nothing lost.  
 
B was in group. A and C were in pairs again. Many pupils 
absent meant that I had more resources – should have used 
fewer resources and all pupils in groups for consistency. 
 
All groups/pairs more engaged in last task. 
Resources – a factor? Something practical to do rather than 
discussion? 
 

2. Describe your 
feelings and 
emotional responses 

 
 
Pupils engaged 
considerably more when 
given structure 

Pupil A: 
Reluctant to put up hand unless competition involved (lots of 
pupils trying to guess how many words Shakespeare made up 
– group task). 
 
Pupil B: 
Always engaged, always participated. 
 
Pupil C: 
Did task, did not feed back. Needs direct questioning. Last task 
– stayed on task even when partner disengaged. 
 

3. Consider what was 
good and bad about 
pupils’ responses 

Task 1 
Pupil A: Less comfortable in discussion task. Partner same so 
both sat there. 
 
Pupil B: First to engage. Lots to talk about. Talked at partner 
who wasn’t bothered. 
 
Pupil C: Unengaged throughout. 
 
Task 2 
Pupil A: Started then less engaged. Possibly due to partner’s 
disengagement. Would a group task be better in this case? 
 
Pupil B: Fully engaged throughout. Happy to disagree with 
partner. 
 
Pupil C: Disengaged quickly. Let partner do work. Did not put 
hand up to feed back at all. 
 
Task 3 
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Pupil A: Took control of task. Didn’t engage with partner much 
– tried to talk but partner not interested. Happy to do it all 
himself. Group would have been better for him. 
 
Pupil B: Taking control of group. Forward thinking. 
 
Pupil C: Engaged. Didn’t take lead initially but started to enjoy 
it and took control. 
 

5a. What general 
conclusions can you 
draw from the event? 

Overall, the structured task was more enjoyable, more 
engagement. 
Pupil B enjoyed group work more than pair work – more ideas 
if partner not engaging. 
 

5b. What specific 
conclusions can you draw 
from the experience? 

Pupils prefer structured tasks? Practical tasks over discussion? 
 
 
 

6. Based on your 
reflections, what would you 
do differently in future? 

Consider where researcher sits – looked ideal initially (at 
centre of class with the three pupils behind, to the side and in 
front). 
Question asking – leading when no response, asked again in a 
different way (not the question form on the sheet). 
Better if person questioning was not writing? 
Add a box on the sheet for general notes about each pupil. 
Seating plan was confusing. 
 

Later reflection  
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Appendix 5 – Lesson Study 2 Lesson Plan 
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Appendix 6 – Lesson Study 2 Observation Schedule 

 



Joanne Marshall 1900358 

18 
 

 

The image above shows my general observations on the pupils.  
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Appendix 7 – Lesson Study 2 Interview Schedule 

Interview pro-forma 

Date: 30 Jan 2020 

Group: Drama year 11 

 

Question Pupil A Pupil B Pupil C 

What did you like 
about the lesson? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liked 
Got to present what 
we learnt and share 
with class 
 
Fave: Role on wall 
 
 

Liked working with 
different people 
 
Fave: freeze frames 

Liked role on wall 
and freeze frame 
 
Went into more 
depth than we would 
have just reading it 

How do you feel 
about working in 
pairs/groups? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prefer groupwork or 
pair work? 
 
 
 

Like 
 
Other people’s 
opinions and then 
get to share 
 
 
 
 
Don’t mind 
 

Good for building 
confidence 
 
Working with people 
you don’t usually 
work with 
 
More ideas 
 
Don’t mind 

More confident 
 
Get more ideas 
 
Can make the scene 
more easily within a 
group 
 
 
Don’t mind 

Question Pupil A Pupil B Pupil C 

How did you feel 
about task 1? 
 
 
 
 
 

Liked it 
 
Things you may 
have forgotten or 
didn’t take note of – 
partner jogs memory 

Jogs memory Good recapping task 
 
Really nice 
summary 

How did you feel 
about task 2? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liked it 
 
Good knowing about 
characters but nice 
to put our thoughts – 
can be creative/think 
about character’s 
motives/objectives 

Liked it 
 
Can make the 
character who you 
think they are 

Really beneficial 
 
Can go into more 
depth 
 
Justifying opinions?  

How did you feel 
about task 3? 
 

Liked it 
 

Lets your 
imagination go wild 
 

Really good 
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Highlight positive 
and negatives 

I like performing and 
acting things in front 
of the class 
 
Makes us more 
confident  
 
have to think about 
task 
 
+ inner thought 
 
- Speed/rushing 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
+ working with 
people I don’t 
usually work with 
 
- not having enough 
time 

Makes you more 
creative 
 
Have to think off the 
top of your head 
 
Not having much 
time is good for 
exams to get ideas 
more quickly 
 
+/- don’t know 

Question Pupil A Pupil B Pupil C 

Which task did you 
prefer and why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Role on the wall 
 
Like to work in pairs 
– share ideas/get 
ideas you wouldn’t 
have yourself 
 
Liked presenting it – 
gives confidence in 
your own ideas 

Freeze frame 
 
You get to put the 
scene the way you 
want it to be 

Role on the wall 
 
Extensive detail on 
characters and 
being able to have 
feedback from peers 
 
liked 

How comfortable did 
you feel? (If not 
addressed above.) 
 
 
 
 

comfortable comfortable comfortable 

If we were to do the 
lesson again, how 
could we improve 
the tasks? 
 
F: More structured 
scenes? 
 
F: Would it help to 
have a description of 
scenes in front of 
you? 
 

Bigger scenes 
 
 
 
 
 
Yes 
 
 
 
Yes 
 

- 
 
 
 
 
 
Agreed 
 
 
 
Agreed 

- 
 
 
 
 
 
Agreed 
 
 
 
Agreed 
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Appendix 8 – Lesson Study 2 Reflection 
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