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This written piece of work will try to discuss the importance of promoting Welsh language within the Welsh education. Many educators around the world trying to create language programmes which will encourage young generation to become bilingual. For example, ‘French immersion programmes in Canada have increased by 21% over the last five years’ (Statistic Canada, 2018). Also, in some European countries such as Germany or Spain, several tongue programmes are up as people are finding an interest in learning a foreign language. In Wales, bilingualism is right now on the education agenda. According to Welsh Government (2018) around 3% more children selecting to go for Welsh-medium education. Moreover, since 1999, Welsh officially became compulsory subject for Welsh and English-medium learners up to the age of 16. It is important to mention that English-medium schools still majority in Wales with a number of 76% of learners who still study in English (Welsh Government, 2020). In these schools, Welsh is not a core subject and is reduced to a few hours per fortnight. Also, not enough qualified teachers making an impact on delivering Welsh effectively. However, to improve the situation at present time Wales is reforming education systems. The Welsh Government has put in place different programmes, legislation and policies to improve the use of the Welsh language and is aiming to reach a goal of million Welsh speakers by 2050. Most of the setting such as the primary, secondary and special schools are essential part in delivering and developing a new curriculum which was presented in January 2020 with coming into life in 2022 (Welsh Government, 2020) as: 
It is proposed that schools will be required to implement their curriculum from September 2022 for learners up to and including Year 7. Secondary schools will then be expected to roll out their curricula on a year-by-year basis, with Year 8 in September 2023 through to Year 11 in September 2026. In advance of September 2022, all schools will be required to design their curriculum, including the supporting assessment arrangements, ready for its adoption. To prepare for this, they should develop the vision and methodology detailed in this ‘Designing your curriculum’ guidance (Welsh Government, 2020).
Educators expecting a new curriculum to be more holistic and that ‘will focus on more aspects of the learners’ development than merely exam performance, including helping learners see the relevance of study to their daily lives’ (Newton, 2019). The Welsh Government has an idea of creating a “language literacy and communication area of learning and experience” where attention will be put on understanding and practical usage Welsh (Welsh Government, 2020). This is crucial as authority recognises that Welsh language is not only a ‘subject’, should be taught in a significant manner and the National Curriculum Framework is followed. Theme based teaching have many advantages as helps the children to acknowledge connections between the subjects. It is vital to choose a theme and ensure that adequate resources are available. And in Wales linking subject matter to Curriculum Cymreig – helping extend learners understanding about the country they live in, its culture and language (Welsh Assembly Government, 2003). Furthermore, curriculum must tie to the Education Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship framework (ESDGC).  According to Welsh Assembly Government:
A Curriculum Cymreig helps pupils to understand and celebrate the distinctive quality of living and learning in Wales in the twenty-first century, to identify their own sense of ‘Welshness’ and to feel a heightened sense of belonging to their local community and country (Welsh Assembly Government, 2003, p. 2). 
Curriculum Cymreig is a vital part of a Welsh child’s education as it helps to build respect and understanding of the country, they live in. Moreover, it is important that pupils develop key skills throughout their time in education as they are: 
Enable learners of any age to become successful, whether in school, the workplace, at home or elsewhere, and they need to be firmly embedded into the experience of learners across all their learning (Welsh Government, 2008).
[bookmark: _Hlk52714381]In addition, to increase learners’ use of Welsh in school and in social life the Welsh Language Charter (Siarter Iaith) been implemented. The main idea of it is ‘to develop learners’ use of the Welsh language’ (Welsh Government, 2019, p.4). To build up certain attitudes through purposeful planning and to encourage learners to use language inside and outside school as that will help them to become bilingual (Welsh Government, 2019). In addition, Donaldson (2015) outlines significance of educational experience as a part of the curriculum as it burst learner’s imagination and enjoyment in learning.  It is important to indicate that each school can develop its own action plan in order to promote Welsh language.  Setting should create strategy and monitor the progress. As has been outlined earlier in this work, many changes have been made in Welsh education and there is many more to come. That is why vital is to remember when a new thing being put in place, it might cause some disruption which can impact children’s and young people wellbeing. As Cardiff University comments:
In Wales, improving student’s wellbeing is a key focus of the new curriculum review, commissioned by the Welsh Government, and is reflected in a ground-breaking piece of Welsh legislation: The Well-being of Future Generations Act 2015 (Cardiff University, 2014). 
This new law aim is to build Wales as the ‘better place to live now and for people in the future’ (Welsh Government, 2016, p. 2). The new requirements are necessary, and it claim ‘that public bodies in Wales must think about people now and in the future when they make their decisions’ (Welsh Government, 2015, p. 3). They must take to consideration the decisions they are making having a massive impact on people living in Wales. Avoid repeating mistakes from past and tackle possible challenges. The Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship is a document worth to mention as it intends to:
[bookmark: _Hlk52724222]Equip people with the knowledge and skills to deal with the major challenges that face the world and its inhabitants, such as climate change, fuel and food shortages, biodiversity and species extinction, international wars, terrorism and poverty (Welsh Government, 2012, p.2).
ESDGC is simply about the links between environment and people’s lives, the needs and rights of parents and children, future generation. Additionally, as Welsh Government (2012, p. 3) comment, ESDGC points out how important each individual is as world citizen and how crucial the understanding of the values and responsibilities of being a part this global community. Besides, ESDGC can be applied into many aspects of school activities and for people involved with the school such as learners, teaching staff, parents and visitors (Welsh assembly Government, 2008). 
[bookmark: _Hlk52730243]To promote Welsh language is vital to understand that the teaching starts with a simple tasks such as asking the class to answer the register in Welsh or  giving children a simple and short commands in Welsh, repeat it in English and then say it again in Welsh to strengthened. There are many different activities provided in school setting which helping to improve and develop Welsh language. One of them can be celebrating St. David’s Day on 1st of March. Children can be thought that this day is in the early spring, and that the national flower of Wales is the beautiful yellow daffodil (Cardiff University, 2016). The other activities which also support learning mother tongue are singing songs such as Y Tywydd/ The Weather and while that kind of sung melody expands children’s Welsh language around the seasons and weather. Providing children with a range of different colouring pages which include key phrases and words is also beneficial. Moreover, creating different posters in Welsh language can support children’s learning. It is necessary to remember that all activities should be age and development appropriate. Vital is to remember what Bruner (2001) said that repetition is the foundation of teaching as supports important educational goods such as discovery, ability to reflect, consistency and helps to clarify thought. In addition, two well-known theorists also outlined the importance of repeating information. According to Piaget and Inhelder (1969, p.8) ‘development is the result of repeated patterns of exercise of the reflex’. Vygotsky (1978, p.29) likewise Piage outlines that ‘through repeated experiences…children learn covertly (mentally) to plan their activities’. Both Piaget’s and Vygotsky’s theory about the way children learn can be apply in classroom. In addition, Bruner (1960, p. 13) also expressed ‘as it develops basic ideas repeatedly, building upon them until the student has grasped the full formal apparatus that goes with them’. Furthermore, Bandura (1977, p.24) believe ‘that repetition plays a role in the self-corrective adjustment process of refining newly acquired behaviours. Gupta (2016) as well points out that repetition is simple, effective method of teaching and ‘help if you’re trying to learn a new language, remember your entire musculoskeletal anatomy, or preparing for a big exam’. So, to promote Welsh language in school important is to develop and deliver variety of different activities. Vital is to make them adequate to child’s age and stage of development.  Again, Piaget (1969) suggests that children develop in stages and should be taught accordingly to what stage they are. The use of appropriate plan of action plays a critical role as every child has a different way of learning and remembering (Richards, R. 2008). That is why educators must pay attention to learners’ reactions to the plans and try to use strategies that closely match child’s learning style (Stevens, 2014). Some pupils remember better by making a note, others by seeing a picture and another by translating the information or ideas into their own words. According to Hendrick (2017) teaching one step at a time is vital and ensure that pupils understand each step before are moving on to the next one. To teach and promote Welsh language teaching staff should have knowledge, training and be able to provide correct guidance. As Vygotsky (1978) said that the teacher should have more knowledge than student to provide accurate structure and support.   That rule applies when delivering Welsh language as children's linguistic growth relies on hearing language regularly. Moreover, Baker (2007) points out that children learn languages quickly by ‘catching’ language rather than being taught. According to Ward (2014) bilingual children are more likely to perform better in assessments or tests and understand that there is possible to describe something, for example an object or concept in more than one word. In addition, Cosslett (2019) suggests that children feel that they are belong to the society if they can speak more than one language.  It helps them to grow their understanding of Wales and build their confidence. Their attitude is changing, and they can influence other children. With age their point of view is changing, and they are becoming more aware of what is important in their life. Educators role is to plan and deliver adequate instructions and information, pronounce words correctly and clearly, repeat vocabulary and ensure the children have understood. As stated by Narewska:
Children love language, they see the connection between the language skills they are using and the real world, as well as potential future careers. The immediate purpose of their writing is also clear (Narewska, 2014).
To promote mother tongue children should be surrounded by the language, for example important is for the teachers and other staff in school to speak Welsh. Moreover, it is crucial to value children's native language and try to make studying Welsh fun. Furthermore, Chiles (2020) suggests that ‘Learning Welsh isn’t pointless. You see the world from a whole new angle’.  Also, according to Tomblin (2019):
When children develop their mother tongue, they are simultaneously fostering a whole host of other essential skills, such as critical thinking and literacy skills. It is these skills that they take with them into formal education (Tomblin, 2019).
These principles are supported by different legislation such as Equality Act 2010, United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989 and Welsh Government's Seven Core Aims where one of them states  ‘that all children and young people are listened to, treated with respect, and have their race and cultural identity recognised’ (Welsh Assembly Government, 2000, p.1).
Summarising, promoting Welsh language is vital and it is not only educator’s role. Children learning from others, parents, friends, family and peers. They are copy what others are doing and if other people speak Welsh, they are more likely to do the same as they feel  involved not left outside as they are able to understand world around them and other culture. Wales has undergone many changes in the past years, especially regarding the Welsh language. The Welsh Assembly has introduced different policies and strategies in hope to increase the numbers of people able to speak Welsh in everyday life. This is visible in government publications, in local authorities’ letters, in schools, banks as Welsh is visible as much as English. In 2010 the Welsh Government formed an organisation called Y Coleg Cymraeg Cenedlaethol which also aim to ‘increase, develop and broaden the range of Welsh medium study opportunities at all the universities in Wales’ (Agored Cymru, no date, p. 21). Furthermore, in order to promote usage of the Welsh language strategy called ‘A living language: a language for living 2012-1017’ has been published (Vale of Glamorgan Council, no date, p. 7).  Lastly, according to Muir (2013) teaching Welsh is vital as it keeps the language and cultural identity alive. In the end ‘the area of learning which develops the Welsh language links to every area of learning within the Curriculum’ (WJEC, no date). And, as The Welsh Government in its Foundation Phase Framework, states:
The Foundation Phase contributes to the Curriculum Cymreig by developing children’s understanding of the cultural identity unique to Wales across all Areas of Learning through an integrated approach. Children should appreciate the different languages, images, objects, sounds and tastes that are integral in Wales today and gain a sense of belonging to Wales, and understand the Welsh heritage, literature and arts as well as the language (Welsh Government, 2015, p. 49).
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