Essay one: 
How have past instances of police malpractice and misconduct influenced modern professional policing? 
Support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources. 
Word limit: 1000 words.

This essay is going to examine the effect of past incidents of police malpractice and how they have played a part in impacting and influencing the development of policing, into the way the police conduct themselves today. It will be drawing from a range of sources and attempting to find a direct link in which evidence of past malpractice has influenced change. 
The biggest and most impactful change to modern day policing can be argued to have come from the formation of the police and criminal evidence act 1984 (The police and criminal evidence act, 1984). The police and criminal evidence act (PACE) forms and sets out the guidance under which all of modern-day policing must adhere to. PACE itself came about as a direct result of police malpractice and was the result of growing judicial and public criticism of the polices conduct whilst dealing with suspects.
The major catalyst for the formation of PACE came from the Scarman report following the Brixton Riots of 1981 (Scraman, 1982). The Brixton riots would come to be seen as a race riot between black members of the community and the police force, however despite there being a strong racial element, it was ignited by a general feeling of anger and resentment felt towards police at the time by many.
There were other occasions prior to this not involving black members of the community such as issues arising from the Birmingham six who were wrongfully sentenced to life imprisonment in 1975 following convictions for their role in the bombing of a Birmingham pub. The bombings were attributed to the IRA and as the six men who were accused had a connection to the IRA being that they were attending a funeral for an IRA member, the men were all detained and threats and violence were used against them by police, which ultimately led to them confessing to committing the bombings. It was only later that the reliability of these confessions based on what the men had endured was brought into question (Scaplehorn, 1993).
Prior to the introduction of PACE there were no guidelines clearly stipulating how police would conduct themselves, as well as the reasons police would need to give in order to stop and search individuals (Holdaway, 1983). During this time there was also a higher indication of institutionalised racism within the police service. (Holdaway, 1998). It was the combination of these factors that led to police stopping and searching black individuals whilst on patrol within the area of Brixton, London, without any genuine reason to do so other than that they were of black ethnicity (Jefferson, 2012)
Following the three days of Brixton riots in 1981, a report was headed by Lord Scarman to investigate the problems which existed within policing and how they could be resolved. It was Scarman’s report which ultimately concluded that the events of Brixton were not a race riot despite there being a strong racial element with black youths. Scarman (1981) concluded that the riots were essentially an outburst of anger and resentment by young black people against the police, but that it was a sentiment shared by many in the way that they viewed the police service at the time. His report ultimately determined that there was a need for relations to be improved between the police and the community. This is backed up by one of the basic principles of which the police service was founded in that the consent of the public is needed in order to police effectively (Scarman, 1982)
The formation of PACE had the purpose of unifying police powers within a single set of codes of practice and to balance the powers held by the police against those rights of the individual (Bryant, 2021, p.68-70). There was clearly a growing feeling at the time that police officers were able to conduct themselves in a different manner to the typical standards which would be expected of the general public (McLaughlin, 2023). PACE was introduced to regain the balance and set out rules which allowed the police to continue to do their jobs with extended powers such as stop and search, but by stating that there needed to be sufficient grounds to demonstrate why these practices were necessary.  
It is as a direct result of these incidents of malpractice demonstrated by the police service that new regulations have been brought in in the form of PACE, as well as the further development of organisations such as the IOPC which has changed significantly throughout the years. Not only do these measures work as a potential deterrent to any future incidents of malpractice by serving members of the police service, but they instil a further confidence from the public in the police as the investigation from such bodies shows that the concerns of the public are taken seriously. Each police service has also set up its own standards department in order to address any concerns and increase public confidence (IOPC, 2020).
Unfortunately, there are still occasions of malpractice and misconduct which prevail in the police service to this day, however the measures which have already been taken have dramatically reduced this (Maguire, M. 1994 p.72). With the introduction of bodies such as the IOPC and in house standards departments, as well as continued media coverage and justifiable scrutiny of the police service, this will continue to allow the necessary improvements to be made ultimately increasing the publics confidence in the police service and giving the police more of a mandate to continue their work to protect and serve the people. 
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Essay two: 
How does media coverage affect policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents? 
Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies. 
Word limit: 1000 words.
This essay will set out to explain how media coverage of the police has an effect on policing strategies of public protection incidents, as well as looking at some of the changes that have been brought about as a result of this. It is also going to be looking at the benefits as well as the drawbacks to the media having an influence on the police either positively or negatively.
Policing has had to change significantly throughout the years and media has played a crucial role in this. In more recent years it has become more significant through the introduction of social media platforms as well as technological advancements allowing any member of the public quick and easy access to cameras, as well as the ability to instantly upload information online. As a result, the actions which the police service takes in response to incidents is under more scrutiny than ever before (Newman, 2009).
One past occasion in which media coverage has directly influenced policing is the case of the Birmingham six in the seventies. Following their arrest, the six men were treated appallingly by police and subsequently were beaten to the point where they eventually confessed to committing the bombings of a Birmingham pub (Scaplehorn, 1993). It was only following media coverage which first began to air in 1985 exposing the potential miscarriage of justice, did the conviction of the six eventually get overturned on 14th of March 1991. It was as a direct result of several media reports about the handling of the case, which led to the public outcry for justice and the quashing of their conviction (Corker, 2017). 
Another occasion in which media coverage has played a pivotal role in the polices response to public protection incidents is the murder of Stephen Lawrence. Stephen Lawrence was a young black male stabbed in an unprovoked racially motivated attack by a group of white males, whilst waiting for a bus home and died as a result of his injuries (Cathcart, 2012). The investigation which followed by police led to the arrest of five suspects however did not lead to any convictions. Following outcry and a public campaign from the family of Stephen Lawrence, media interest grew in the story. It was reported by the media that this was believed to have been a racially motivated attack, and as a result of growing media pressures a public inquiry was held in the form of the Macpherson report. This report found the original investigation by police to be plagued with issues of institutionalised racism influencing the case (Foster, 2005). 
As a result of this enquiry which followed the media backlash, the formation of the criminal justice act 2003 came about. This helped to reform the law as held in part 10 of the act, permitting retrials in respect of very serious offences, where new and compelling evidence has come to light (PNLD, 2023). This amendment allowed for the retrial of two of the suspects Gary Dobson and David Norris who were eventually sentenced for the murder (Cathcart, 2012).
One event which in more recent memory is that of Wayne Couzens. Wayne Couzens was a serving police officer with the Metropolitan police when he travelled to Clapham where he met and abducted Sarah Everard. It is believed that Couzens used his authority as a police officer to gain the trust of Sarah to aid him in abducting her. He then raped and murdered Sarah and lied to police during their initial investigation hindering attempts to find her. Understandably the case amassed a vast amount of media coverage, due to the nature of Couzens employment (Morton, 2021).
As a result, the police response to the handling of this needed to be immediate due to him being a serving police officer as the further damaging impact it could have on trust of the police within the community could be everlasting. There is still a significant impact on trust in the police which it has not recovered from (Vigil, 2022). According to the 2020 crime survey of England and Wales, public trust in the police was already decreasing from 62% in 2017 to 55% in 2020. It continued to say that since that time trust in the police has been severely affected by several high-profile events which include the case of Wayne Couzens. A YouGov poll of 1,699 adults has since found that 47% of women and 40% of men said their trust in the police had decreased since Wayne Couzens crimes were made public in court (YouGov, (2023)).
There have also been incidents whereby officers have been killed whilst responding to routine calls such as the case of PC Nicola Hughes and PC Fiona Bone. They were shot and killed whilst responding to what they believed to be a burglary call in 2012. (BBC, 2012). There have also been incidents of terrorist attacks within the UK such as the 2017 London Bridge attack (BBC, 2017). Whilst the media has generally praised the actions of police as a whole in relation to their response to these incidents, there has been a significant amount of debate among media outlets about the issue of whether or not police officers within England and Wales should carry guns. There has been a response from the police to increase the number of authorised firearms officers, which could be argued to be as a result of media coverage of incidents such as this (Bennett, 2004).
In summary, media coverage has the ability to have a massive impact on policing strategies. It has led to benefits such as the introduction of new police powers as well as investigatory bodies set up to hold the police to account and eradicate racist views. However, the media also has the ability to severely damage the trust which the public holds in the police service. Ultimately, I personally believe that increased media coverage does lead to an improvement in the way in which the police conduct themselves daily, and even negative media coverage has the potential to positively impact change in the future.
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Essay three: 
How effective is early intervention in preventing young people from offending, or re-offending? 
Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies. 
Word limit: 1000 words.

This essay is going to explore the effectiveness of early intervention in preventing young people from offending. In order to do this, information has been gathered from a number of sources to enable an analysis and ultimately attempt to come to a conclusion based on this information.
As a starting point this essay is going to look at the different types of services which can be used as an early intervention technique in relation to young peoples offending. There are a range of programmes aimed at preventing young people from getting involved in criminal offences. These include youth inclusion programmes as well as support panels. These are voluntary and their aim is to keep young people between the ages of 8 to 17 years old engaged in other activities. They can also include services such as getting extra help at school, treatment for mental health concerns or ensuring that they have access to local services. These services rely on an intervention plan which must be agreed on by the young person as well as their family, which describes what they are expected to do (Embrett, 2016).
One service which is possibly undervalued as a deterrent for young people offending is the establishing of youth centres. These like the above options provide activities for young people to keep them from participating in criminal offences, as well as having them meet with peers of their own age without the added concerns of peer pressure causing them to commit offences (Warr, M, 2002). These are believed to be in general quite effective as a means of preventing young persons from involvement in criminal activities, although not conclusive as it does also seem to depend on the individual circumstances also (Nichols, 1997).
Another service which could be considered as an alternative is the youth offending service. This service is in place to offer intervention if a young person gets into trouble with the police either by being arrested, or if they are charged with an offence. The youth offending service is able to provide intervention in the form of an out of court disposal provided that the young person has admitted to their crime and is willing to apologise for their actions (UK government, 2023) 
From analysing UK government statistics in relation to offending and reoffending rates, the juvenile reoffending rate has decreased by 3% over the course of a year, however the overall number of offenders has decreased dramatically by 86% since 2009. In comparing this to the rates provided for adult offenders and reoffenders they have stayed broadly the same over the same period. This information would suggest that the services which are offered to young people are having a successful impact on reducing offending behaviour (UK government, 2023)
Youth offending teams were set up from 1998, however over the last decade reports indicate that funding for youth services has been cut by over 70% (YMCA, 2022). This is contradictory to the above evidence that youth services such as youth centres are responsible for the marked reduction in offending figures. One possible alternative explanation for the contradictory figures is that youth offending rates have not in fact dropped as reported by the statistics, however have remained steady on a par with the figures observed within the adult cohort. One possible explanation for this is that due to a larger number of young people being dealt with via the out of court disposals offered by the youth offending service as opposed to being directly dealt with via the courts, the figures have actually become warped and do not accurately reflect offending rates.
This theory can equally be as quickly dismissed however as statistics show that out of court disposals for the same period have in fact dropped from 273,867 to 204,498. As offending and reoffending rates within the adult cohort have remained largely the same during this period, while offending rates among the juvenile cohort have appeared to decrease dramatically this evidence would suggest that youth services being cut have not had the perceived impact on the offending rate of young people (Neyroud, 2018)
However, another alternative could be that despite there being a noted reduction in the funding of certain youth services, the government has in fact continued to invest funds in other youth services. In addition to this, the establishment of youth services by charities such as UK Youth which works with a network of over 8000 youth organisations, (UK youth, 2023) as well as other local level youth services which have been funded by the local communities themselves as opposed to government, may be having the desired effect of reducing offending rates amongst young people (UK government, 2023)
Another possible alternative is that the young people who made up the previous statistics have simply grown up and entered into the adult cohort of statistics. On comparing the statistics provided by the national consensus based on 2009 and 2019, this theory would also not be supportable as numbers are not believed to have altered severely enough, with there being significantly more 10-14 year olds than there were 10 years earlier.
A case study from the British Journal of Community Justice by Alison Suthers (Suthers, A., 2011) debated young offenders views in relation to youth offending panels. The conclusion of this case study was that young offenders should have a stronger emphasis placed on them being involved in youth offending panels as this would improve their outcomes.
In conclusion, unfortunately there is not enough evidence to support either side in the discussion over whether early intervention is effective in preventing young people from offending or reoffending or not. There is certainly a strong argument to suggest that it is effective, but equally the evidence would suggest that the statistics do not corroborate this.
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Essay four: 
Are partnership approaches the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders? 
You must use academic research, rather than personal opinion, to support your answer. You may make reference to relevant case studies. 
Word limit: 1000 words.

This essay is going to take a look at how effective a partnership approach to policing can be in relation to preventing further offences. It is going to be examining if the police and the law should ultimately have one voice over everything, or whether partner agencies are more effective in taking the matter out of the hands of police after the initial crime has been dealt with.
Firstly, there is a need to briefly explain what constitutes a partner approach. In simple terms, a partnership approach can be described as a cooperative relationship between two or more organisations with the aim of achieving a common goal. Effectively there is an argument to suggest that no single agency can effectively deal with or be responsible for dealing with an offender by itself, as there are far more complex issues involved than whether an offender is simply guilty or not guilty of an offence (Barton, 2013).
For example, if we look at the police service, there is certainly an argument that could be raised that the best deterrent to prevent reoffending is to arrest a person. (Maxwell, 2002, p.51). Having been caught following committing a crime it would not be an unreasonable assumption to assume that this may deter them from attempting the same crime in future. However, in practice this clearly does not work, with reoffending rates for adults currently at 24% according to UK government statistics, with the overall reoffending rate fluctuating over time between 22.7% and 30.6% (UK government, 2023).
Looking at the alternative of a partnership approach, the police are still able to deal with the criminal aspect of the offence in much the same way. However, in getting a partner agency involved there is the opportunity to identify the root cause of the issue which led to the offending in the first instance. Certain offences for example such as theft offences, can be motivated by external factors such as drug or alcohol misuse, or even pressures exerted on them by peers. According to gateway foundation “Theft is a heart-breaking but all too common side effect of substance misuse, stemming from a need to get money to buy more drugs” (Gateway foundation, 2023). According to drug wise research studies “suggested that one third to over a half of all acquisitive crime is related to illegal drug use” (drugwise, 2023)
If a person was arrested for an offence of theft from a shop, police are able to conduct drug testing as it is classified as a trigger offence. Following this support can be offered to the offender from agencies which provide support with drug or alcohol dependencies. Following successful engagement with these agencies, it is possible that the cause of the offending can be removed, causing a rehabilitation of sorts as they no longer have a requirement to commit the offence to ascertain money for drugs or alcohol. 
One case study is that of the home office which has examined the effects of rehabilitation in persons released from prison or leaving residential rehabilitation (Fox, A, 2005). The study examined the effects of a rapid assessment and response (RAR) methodology. The key areas identified were that there was a need for timely assessments of persons as to ascertain their needs as soon as possible. It also identified that there was a need for an aftercare process following their release from prison if there was to be success from the programs. It focused on six established aftercare facilities in England as well as twelve prisons which accepted the majority of referrals for rehabilitation methods. The study found that there were other needs identified with persons with substance misuse on their release from prison such as issues regarding support with housing issues. In conclusion the study could not say for certain if a partnership approach was effective or not, as it found it was highly dependent on the individual in many cases. It concluded that different types of service may suit different persons at different times in their life, with some people needing close and intense supervision and others being able to maintain the progress made whilst in prison with minimal involvement from other agencies.
A partnership approach would appear to work in certain individuals, although there can be issues with communication between different agencies. This could lead to failings and a greater risk of reoffending as the support which they believed was there for them is taken away. If a person became reliant on support from a certain agency to which they were referred, but due to confusions over who has ownership of the persons rehabilitation, it could in fact lead to that person being more likely to reoffend as they lose faith in the system set up to rehabilitate them.
In conclusion, modern day policing has developed a greater ability to work with partner agencies in addressing the problems identified in individuals within society. It would appear that the benefits of working with partner agencies are evident as reoffending rates have generally gone down since the introduction of such measures compared with statistics provided by the UK government before the year 2000. Police are not able to provide the diverse range of services that people require and are quite often more of a reactive service. The benefit of working with partner agencies is that they can help to identify root causes of a problem and work proactively to prevent it from becoming an issue or further issue for the police service and society as a whole.
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