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	Aims and Objectives:
-Evaluate and research the history of logos.
-See if this was explored in Wittgenstein and particularly Heidegger.
-Use this as a way of discerning whether the analytic continental divide can be clarified using their thinking and brought more into communication with each other productively. 
-Clarify the nature of the concept of “life”, personhood/the soul/experiences etc. as a solution to this confusion between the aims of the analytic and continental tradition.
-Write a 15,000 word dissertation on my chosen subject.
-Work with my assigned mentor to meet the standards and academic objectives of this project.
-Have my thesis evaluate and marked along with a cross examination of the different research and discussion to determine a grade for the overall project.
-Engage and research for an extensive long term research project for the first time.



	Abstract (approximately 500 words): 

The split between continental and analytic philosophy has been so pervasive in characterizing the disputes between these two sides in philosophy, which derive from Heidegger and Wittgenstein both in the 20th century. Both seem to, however, with the respective emphasis on Being and language to have reached an impasse that has led to the respective development of these two sides and created in part the philosophical traditions that have come out of each.  A reemphasis on the nature of the term logos and the way that Wittgenstein’s and Heidegger’s conflicting thinking leads to a distortion in the very characterization of this term, etymologically, which includes both Being and language together, and creates this noted conflict between the two parts of logos, namely language and Being, as just mentioned, may be a way to resolve the paradoxes inherent in both sides of the argument and the consequent ensnarement on either side of this philosophical divide.
 This discussion mainly returns one back to the Pre-Socratic etymology of the term logos. The Britannica defines it as such: “logos, in ancient Greek philosophy and early Christian theology, the divine reason implicit in the cosmos, ordering it and giving it form and meaning.”  (“Philosophy and Theology”, Britannica). Also, it traces back to the Stoic’s, understanding etymologically, where the Britannica defines logos as the, “providence, nature, god, and the soul of the universe.” (“Philosophy and Theology”, Britannica). This seems to relate the ideal of logos closely to the ultimate ground, which for Heidegger, he is attempting to understand through the term Being, but looking at Being largely alone and treating it like a reified general category, at least this is my general impression rightly or wrongly—especially in Being and Time— and distorts the Pre-Socratic meaning of this term though Heidegger does admittedly look back keenly towards the Pre-Socratic understanding of the term logos. So, determining how much Heidegger addresses and specifically how he addresses his indebtedness to the Pre-Socratic term logos, in his framing of the Being question, remains pertinent. Logos also traces through the definition of reason and to other definitions directly to the term word, which defines it more specifically through Wittgenstein’s understanding of language, and his theories about language, using as it does words.
 Understanding this debate in terms of Dilthey’s discussion of the human sciences especially understood in terms of understanding the human in terms of Dilthey’s philosophy of the life sciences, does little to characterize the terms Language and Being, without a deeper appreciation that I will have to explore later in Dilthey’s philosophy; but Scheler’s conceptions of the different types of life, from trees and animals to humans, characterizes at least a preliminary delimitation of the concept within the larger nexus of the “life sciences”, relating this to Dilthey, i.e. biology, and harkens back to Aristotle’s prior categoric understanding as a biologist of different classifications of species. This, however, does little to illumine the peculiarly human aspects of logos as a life process, of Being and reason/word taken together, and thus little to delimit the differences between the philosophical debate between Wittgensteinian inspired thinkers and Heideggerian camp of philosophers. The history of logos in the Western tradition, therefore, remains curiously obscured, and will need to be explored in terms of Aristotle, Scheler, Dilthey and other thinkers like the philosophical anthropology that Heidegger tried to distance himself from in terms of thinkers like Plessner for one, and Scheler already mentioned, chief among the representatives of this largely 20th century movement. 
Thus all attempts to understand logos as the key to understanding the human being specifically in terms of life itself as the experience of logos, but not merely as mostly biology, so as to distinguish from the aforementioned philosophy of Aristotle as well as Scheler and philosophical anthropology, needs to be better understood, as opposed to the heavily worn over categories of Being and language characteristic of the linguistic turn with Wittgenstein and the overemphasizing of Being, with Heidegger understanding them as intimately connected, in logos, and not in the reified way the 20th century thinking has often understood them as being separated, as unified in the underlying Heraclitean and Pre-Socratic understanding of logos as a fundament to life itself, human life particularly. 
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