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1.
This paper begins by looking into my very own my Reflective commentary, I personally shall reflect and evaluate my individual contribution in supporting young learners to develop their literary skills within my video reading.  Also, I shall be exploring the importance of theory and policy and interlinking them to my setting.  The main questions addressed in this assignment is how the support structure for children is changing and developing, what support is given to children with poor reading and writing and oracy skills. In addition, I shall be exploring 3 key theorists and understanding how they have helped change and develop the ever-evolving education setting.
Firstly, what is literacy? Literacy plays a key part in every person’s life, missing vital literacy skills halts a person back at every phase of their development. As an infant they won’t be able to thrive in their setting, as a young adult they will find difficulties in any job opportunity and as a parent they will not be able to support their child academically, this vicious circle makes an equal society more difficult. (trust, 2017) Literacy plays a key part for any person to have a better future.  When ks1 children arrive at their setting they are instantly greeted with a smile from their teachers, ks1 children are unable to read so facial expressions whether sad, angry frustrated or happy is the start to understanding communication through emotions.  Listening to music and being read to play a major role in the start of the literacy journey through imaginative play, exploration, social building skills and experiential learning environments. The National curriculum has also played a key role in supporting learners and is continually adapting the curriculum for healthier futures.   Professor Graham Donaldson lead and independent review and assessments for Wales, Donaldson wanted radical change and to provide a secure foundation for all learners (Donaldon, 2015) Donaldson found inconsistencies in supporting learners and set a new updated curriculum which was full of change and support for all. Donaldson also believed It vital that the curriculum is intended in ways that will involve the interest of all children and young adults to allow them to achieve a curriculum which encourages high potentials for all, can support schools to overthrow the circumstances that condemn so many to educational underachievement. (Donaldon, 2015)


2.  
Donaldson’s changes enabled a wider more supportive equal form of learning for all, slowly leaving the old-fashioned education teaching behaviour’s behind. However, changes were still needed, and the new 2022 curriculum has superseded the older and continues to evolve.  The new curriculum has 4 main area of criteria, these are, ambitious, capable learners ready to learn for a better future, creative contributors ready to learn for a better future, ethical informed citizens of Wales and worldwide, Confident ready to fulfil and healthy confident valued members of society (governement, 2020) with these 4 area’s of learning interconnecting with experiential learning environments offer wider opportunities to break away from the old fashioned conventional way of learning, with open and free structured  learning settings leaves a more confident learner who can wider explore their skills and passions, literacy and the correct interventions and scaffolding are crucial in order for all of these to work.  Les Vygotsky and Jerome Bruner both believed in the spiral curriculum theory putting structure in place to support the learner whether it be the curriculum or individual learning interventions to support the learner. However, Skinner believed in operant conditioning where you can change and adapt behaviour thorough habituation, we use Skinner’s theories in our setting through time management, playing music at different periods for example, clean up time, carpet time, story time.  Using Skinners theories and ideas also interconnect with reward and praise process, we use this when a child has worked hard on a particular piece of work for instance they can write their own name or a child has sat down well to listen to a story, these connect well when using our literacy as this is used as a positive incentive to get the best for the children, interconnecting the spiral curriculum theory and conditioning builds a stronger connection in supporting children as we can support and reward at the same time, nevertheless reward can a change focus on a child’s expectation, children expect rewards without actually working hard for them however using rewards correctly and positively alongside the curriculum in a nurturing environment can have positive results.   When I read my story to the ks2 children, I gave the children the opportunity to earn a Dojo point, a Dojo is a visual reward, if they collect 10 or more, they get a prize from the magic box which consists of writing pads, pencils, rubbers, and colouring pencils which can extend their excitement to write and draw.  

3.  
The results and participation from the children were outstanding.  The week leading up to A Squash and a squeeze story I read to small groups, had 1 to 1 session with the lower ability children.  This assisted my sessions and using Bruner’s and Vygotsky’s Scaffolding theories supported to build confidence for all children whether higher or lower ability.  On the day of the big read the participation and excitement was contagious, every child received a Dojo point for their polite manners and amazing imaginary participation, the class teacher also connected “Mrs Frankland’s big read” session to write a letter to Julia Donaldson thanking for her for her amazing books, when writing their individual letters to Julia Donaldson the teachers resources consisted of  letter cards and spelling sheets, language posters with visual aids the read and interconnecting learning was a triumph.  Before “Mrs Frankland’s big read” I checked the school’s policy, we have outcomes Gold Bronze and Silver, the class teacher taught me more about outcomes and structuring to support each individual child and this again joined with Vygotsky and Bruner’s scaffolding theory.  Also, this terms focus was poetry, using the current school literacy policy the class teacher was able to plan her lesson around the whole subject which covered the national Literacy framework for Wales which covered oracy, reading, writing across the curriculum. (Government, 2015) On reflection, reflective practice question and answer time with the children would have been beneficial.  Reflective practice or reflection is a dynamic process of seeing one’s own involvement and to look at that experience, occasionally to direct time to it temporarily also at times to explore it at depth. This can be done in experiential learning environments. The key is educating on actions and experiences. (Amulia, 2011) this also ties in with Kolb’s theories, learning through doing. 
Using Gibbs reflective cycle connected perfectly with our story A squash and a squeeze, on reflection I would like to have done a question-and-answer time with the children to help them reflect on the story and their daily life experiences.  Gibbs’s cycle used 6 areas which were and action plan, description, feelings, evaluation, analysis, and a conclusion (services, 1988) using these methods helps any child adult reflect in a structured way and this would have worked with a question time session with the children that I had the pleasure to read to, also this would have extended my video presentation time.

4.
When researching which story to read to the children, Julia Donaldson’s A squash and a squeeze was suggested as our current term was focusing on poetry and Julia Donaldson’s work plays well with poetry, interconnects with the literacy and language and all or most children recognise the author’s work.  She has also written the Gruffalo, Room on the broom, Zog and many more, Axel Scheffler is the Illustrator to most Julia Donaldson books, Julia Donaldson also writes for the Oxford reading tree franchise, the books are under the songbird brand and they all interlink with phonic reading, the children get a lot of pleasure when reading these stories and they are used alongside The Biff Chip and Kipper books to support the children read on stage 0 to 16 stage.  The Oxford reading tree is the UK's number one reading programme it has inspired a passion for reading for over 30 million children across the world. With enjoyable characters Oxford Reading Tree supports children to become self-confident booklovers. (press, 2021) in my setting we use Oxford reading tree and I read these books as a child myself, I can understand why Julia Donaldson has used this advocate to share her love of literacy across the globe.  My main objective on delivering this story was to work either one to one or in small groups depending on ability, I wanted to watch their confidence grow through offering repetition and remembering a story with confidence.  On the big day when I read the A squash and a squeeze, we called this “Mrs Frankland’s big read!”  the children were confident and ready to participate, the story was a success! Considering I have read to children for over a decade, I must admit I was extremely nervous, the children were so kind, and they put me at ease.   On reflection and research on Kolby and Gibbs if I was going to change anything a question-and-answer time would have been key to finishing off the story as this would have provided a chance to reflect and participate and learn about the moral of the story and make connections to their own lives, this also would have extended my reading time in my video presentation.   I offered Dojo’s for good behaviour and we gave my reading a session a title “Mrs Frankland’s Big read”, I used Vygotsky, Bruner, Skinner’s theories to help my reading session, it was a success, on reflection, I could have used props to make the story more interesting and dressed up to add to the excitement. 


5.
The reading session went well and even the lower ability children took part with confidence as the one-to-one sessions throughout the previous week had set in stone their understanding of the language and repetition.  My follow up activity session was based on a physical exercise, (PE) the teacher also planned extra literacy lessons around the activity.  During the PE lesson I had big mats small mats big hoops and small hoops I grouped the children into different animals and had wipe clean boards, we investigated how many children could fit into the hoop and how many children could fit onto the mat.  When the children moved to the next mat or hoop, I interconnected language start, stop, hop, and jump as to make it extra exciting. I was also able to purchase the audio cd as this helped the children to listen and play. In conclusion I have learnt a lot through this process, researching Kolby and Gibbs and the refection process, if I could change anything I would have used more props and had question and answer time for the children in order for the children’s level of participation to increase and learn how to reflect, whereas the planning and reading with higher and lower abilities, offering positive rewards and organised planning “Mrs Frankland Big read” was a hit for all, in future I will always use the question and answer process and try to connect as many learning activities whether it be literacy, numeracy, Physical education, experiential learning environments and work together with the class teacher to put a well-structured activity to give equal opportunities for all children to learn in a safe and nurturing environment. Following the current Pandemic and the school closures this has played a detrimental effect in children’s learning experiences, taking lectures in front of a computer has been difficult for myself so I cannot imagine how difficult it has been for the younger generation, on the return of our children we have a witnessed a large difference in our children’s learning, some have progressed well and unfortunately some have regressed, upon meeting with management we have been informed that money will be added to the schools budget for interventions and support for all children’s learning, wellbeing and mental health needs.  Mentally healthy schools have set up packs to support children in this current climate. free resources and toolkits for school staff, parents, and carers have been created to support all through difficult times. (families, n.d.) We are slowly progressing towards a fully inclusive world for children and adults, and I am very proud and passionate to play a part in this continuing evolving process. 
6.
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