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On reflection of this module I have been able to gain knowledge and understanding of the effective safeguarding of children and multidisciplinary approach. Previous to beginning the module I had attended a safeguarding presentation provided by the senior management team of my setting, as they have to keep up to date with procedures and policies (NSPCC, 2019). From this I learnt the signs of physical abuse, which included bruises in areas that would be uncommon to fall on to, burns or scalds in the shape of an implement such as a cigarette burn, bite marks that are usually oval or bruising from teeth, fractures or broken bones in areas such as ribs or legs in babies, multiple fractures and another sign is scaring, effects from poisoning and respiratory problems (NSPCC, 2019). Moreover, in the safeguarding presentation I learnt whom I would speak to if any concerns arouse, which is the Head teacher, Deputy head teacher and a contact number for the main safeguarding officer for the Local Authority. 

During the module I was able then to build on this by learning about the types and signs of abuse, which are physical, emotional, sexual and neglect. Neglect is the most common form of abuse; it is the on-going failure to meet a child’s basic needs. Also, emotional abuse, which is the on-going emotional abuse that is to deliberately scare, isolates, humiliate or ignore a child. Furthermore, I learnt that sexual abuse is when a child is forced or persuaded to take part in sexual activities; this doesn’t have to be physical as it can happen online. These fall under two types of sexual abuse and they are contact abuse and non-contact abuse (NSPCC, 2017). My research into this topic has given me an understanding that will allow me to use this in practice as I will know what to look out for and the knowledge of what category of abuse it would come under ensures I know that abuse comes in a variety of forms. I feel now that if I identified a concern while working with a child and I would be more confident in knowing who to go speak to. Every setting would have their own identified safeguarding officers; this person in my setting is both the Head Teacher and Deputy Head Teacher.

I have gained knew knowledge and skills on the process of making a referral to the children’s social care worker and the types of statutory assessments that would be taken under the Children Act 1989. In the child protection process there are six stages, which are referral, initial assessment, strategy discussion, strategy meeting, child protection section 47 enquiries by social service or the police and lastly, the children protection conference. It is important that in each stage of the process the child needs to be considered if under immediate significant harm. As well as this it is important that all agencies involved work together and are communicating to ensure no further significant harm is occurring (AWCPP, 2008). The social worker would take out a risk assessment to see if child is under immediate significant harm, this is section 17 and section 47 under the Children Act 1989. I will be able to use my understanding of this in my future role and also use this knowledge and understanding in other situations that involves children. Furthermore, I also learnt that the Children Act 2004 states that everyone in contact with children should promote the welfare and safeguard children as well as working together to protect children. In this module I learnt that the local safeguarding board ensures all organisations are promoting this as well as ensuring the AWCPP (2008) are being achieved within their areas and they monitor the effectiveness. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Furthermore, I also now know about the importance of record keeping as good, clear child protection record keeping is essential in a good practice as you can identify patterns of concerns and it will also be evidence if attending a child protection conference. Working together to safe guard children (2018) highlights this.  Linking in with this CASPAR have made changes to the working to safeguard children (2018) I will follow these changes in my future roll, these changes are assessing needs and providing help, I will also be multi- agency safeguarding and also will be ensuring I am safeguarding in local and national practices. When learning about record keeping I also came across the importance of the Data Protection Act (2018), they highlight that all data should be kept in a safe secure place and kept confidential, children have the right to get and share information that is about them as long as it is not damaging to them or other, this is under Article 13 (UNCRC, 1989). 

I believe I have increased my knowledge and understanding on the importance of a child cantered approach, which means I should always listen to the child’s voice, views and opinions and have their best interest in place. In addition to this from what I have learnt about the children’s voice during the enquiry process was that the children’s wishes and feelings need to be recorded as well as being heard. I also learnt from my research into children’s case conferences was that any other child in the household should be considered and is also seen as under risk of significant harm. The knowledge and understanding that I have gained I will use in my setting and in any other job I undertake, I find this information very important to ensure that the safety and welfare of children is always promoted. 

Going on to my role as an Early Years Teacher, I knew what this would entail such as the need to be encouraging to children and also encourage learning through experiences. As well as this I progressed by understanding that in my future role I will need to provide support, care and a secure learning environment for the children and their families. My personal research into this role gave me more knowledge on the importance of sharing knowledge with other practitioners and building a relationship with parents, parents have an important role in their children’s development and when researching Ofsted (2009) reported that family learning impacts children’s learning and have also reported that programmes in family learning have been successful in children’s development in literacy, numeracy, oracy and also their self-esteem. Looking at these results also gives me positive feedback to ensure I have positive partnerships in my setting and also in my future settings. When researching into my role as the Early Years Teacher the AWCPP (2008) state that working with children and their families will promote the welfare of the child. I have gained understanding of the importance of working with children and their families and that my approach should always be child centred with the goal of their development, achievements and welfare. As well as this I learnt that I need to treat the family members with respect and dignity, take time to understand their wishes and concerns and to work with the family sharing information with effective partnerships will improve the outcome but to ensure the clear focus is the child’s safety and welfare. 



 In addition to this being part of a multi-agency team made me realise the impact of many different professionals working together will have. The working together to safeguard children (2018) state that everyone I contact with children should work together to safeguard and promote the welfare of children. The Ofsted (2018) safeguarding policy links into this as they also promote the welfare of children and ensure we safeguard children, Ofsted are ensuring everyone that works with children know of their responsibility of safeguarding and are up to date on their knowledge, Ofsted offer safeguarding training days. After working together, I then understood that safeguarding children cannot be done alone, as someone will need to identify child at risk and make a referral to local authority and then will need to go through to leaders to determine strategic and operational response to child protection issues (AWCPP, 2008). I also learnt that by working together would ensure that the best outcome for the child as there are not any missed signs or evidence, which will put child under more significant harm. As I researched about my role in a child protection conference and I also watched videos of child protection conferences to see what takes place, what is discussed and also to have an insight on the role of the health visitor and social worker. My research into multi agency working and watching videos helped to show me the importance of collaboration as it leads to exchanging ideas, sharing experiences, mutual support and knowledge which can go towards creating a good or better action plan. I learnt that to collaborate effectively with organizations and practitioners it is vital that individuals working with children are aware of the role they play as well as the role of other practitioners. Furthermore, sharing responsibility of both the child and their family will help get the best outcome (Working together to safe guard children, 2018). Another important point that I learnt was that effective communication is important between agencies and this was highlighted many times so that there would be no duplications, miss communication of vital information, overlap of provision (Ofsted, 2018). Throughout my research I found that the responsibility of the child is everyone who is in contact with them and their family. In order to fulfil this it is important to ensure that my role and others in contact approach should be child centred, which is having the best interest of the child. As well as this everyone in contact with children have the role in identifying concerns, taking prompt actions and sharing information (Working together to safe guard children (2018). 

Looking back at the module as a whole I gained new knowledge that I will be able to take with me in my future job role. In addition to this I will remember each child act as they came in place after a death of a child. These include Children Act 1948, which was put in place after the death of Daniel O’Niel and this was to view children as human beings as well as this they established the first children’s officer and children committee in every local authority, the Children Act 1974 was following the death of Maria Cowells death and this was for professionals involved with children and families to be familiar with signs of abuse, also it was to establish mechanisms so that there was communication and coordination between agencies. The Children Act 1989 was put in place to ensure the best interest is of the child and parents rights were not included if children are under concern of significant harm, this act was put in place after the death of Jasmine Beckford (Working together to safe guard children (2018). Children Act 2004 this act was put in place to ensure that the duty was on all agencies to make arrangements to safeguard children and to promote welfare of children, they also state the importance of multi agency working through being accountable, co-coordinated and managed effectively, this act was put into place after the death of Victoria Climbie, this case stuck with me the most as I researched her case in detail. These cases will impact on my future role as I will take what I have learnt from each act that has come into place and the importance of each act and also pass on information that I have learnt from this module, overall each act has taught me to always have best interest of child and that multi agency working has a big impact on safeguarding children. 

In conclusion I have learnt new values that I will take into my future job roll such as having the duty to ensure I keep updated with policies and procedures to ensure I safeguard and promote the welfare of children. I also learnt that multi agency working has a big impact on the outcome of a child’s safety, from Victoria Climbie case were many opportunities were missed to save her has stuck with me to ensure I take my duty to safeguard by whistle blowing any concerns that a child is under significant harm or if family are in need of help this is under the Public interest disclosure act 2013. I learnt that multi agency working everyone has their individual responsibilities as well as their share responsibility to safeguard children but to also know my responsibility and duty in early years, which is under the section 40 of the children act 2006 as well as this I know the welfare requirements in the early years foundation stage to ensure I am alert of any issues or concerns in a child’s life. After this module my perception on abuse has changed, I was unaware of the severe child abuse cases, this has made me more compassionate and determined to safeguard the children in my care in the future.  
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