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Consider the impact of non-western astrology (for example, Persian, Islamic, Indian, Chinese) on western astrology in the post-classical world (after 500 CE).
Word count – 3203
Introduction:
This paper will consider the impact of non-western astrology, notably Persian and Islamic, on their western counterparts, in the post-classical world, after 500 CE. It will specifically focus on the area of mundane astrology, to demonstrate the key areas of the transmission of ideas, reform of astrological thought, and how each school of astrology framed the relationship of their theory with indigenous philosophy and practice.
A range of primary sources have been chosen, such as Masha’allah (740-815) and Abu Ma’shar (787-886) and Ibn ‘Arabi (1165-1240), serving as key representatives of non-western astrological thought from the Persian and Islamic region. As a point of comparison to modern western mundane astrology, a variety of practitioners are also referenced, including Charles Harvey, Nicolas Campion and André Barbault. 
The Jupiter-Saturn cycle is used as a benchmark study, to help research the variety of interpretations within the field of mundane astrology, with reference to how analysis has evolved from ancient, into modern times, given advances in practical application.      
Persian & Islamic astrology: 
Transmission of ideas
Was there a science which could transmit astrological ideas from the Persian and Islamic region? Duhem argues ‘there is no Arabian science. The wise men of Mohammedanism were always more or less faithful disciples of the Greeks; but were themselves destitute of all originality’[footnoteRef:1]. Culturally, this view is likely a form of ‘orientalism’ (Edward Said), which perceives ‘eastern’ culture as intellectually unoriginal. In stark contrast, Masood takes the other side of the debate by reminding us that ‘Islamic scientists discovered pulmonary circulation, worked out theories of flight, invented algebra, and made great advances in engineering’.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  Duhem, History of Physics Before Einstein (Encyclopeadia Press, 1913), Kindle ed. Low 130-131.]  [2:  Masood, E., Science and Islam: A History (Icon, 2009), p. 4] 

Nicolas Campion suggests an alternative and more balanced perspective, that ‘in the history of astrology, the dominant religion (e.g. Christianity, Islam) of a culture, shapes expressions of astrology, by claiming that some forms of astrology are more theologically legitimate than others, but that the underlying currents (e.g. Babylonian, Platonic, Aristotelian, Hermetic), continue from one culture to another.’[footnoteRef:3] Robert Hand is also aligned with Campion’s perspective about the ‘underlying currents’ that ‘continue from culture to another’, but also attributes further credit to Arab astrological innovation, by stating that ‘While Arab Astrology clearly owes a large debt to Hellenistic astrology, it is also clear that in two or three centuries between the last Hellenistic astrologers and the first Arab era ones, something new had come into the stream. This…probably was the Persian stream… And Arab era astrology is the immediate ancestor of Western astrology… Our astrology maybe in fact the successor to that third stream of ancient astrologies’[footnoteRef:4]. [3:  Nicolas Campion, Persia & the Islamic World, University of Wales., slide 32.]  [4:  Robert Hand., introduction to The Astrological Record of the Early Sages in Greek, trans. Robert Schmidt, The Golden Hind Press, Berkley Springs, 1995, p xiv.] 

This observation is likely to more accurate, as we will see later in the essay. Meanwhile, to gain a more in-depth and contextual understanding of the development of astrology, across the Persian and Islamic regions, we must also platform the historical stage of the time. During the end of the fifth century, educational advancement and specifically astrology was under significant pressure in Western Europe, due to an ongoing political and military crisis, and hostility from Christian leaders to prior models that challenged their doctrine.  
Primarily for this reason, many leading philosophers and intellects migrated eastward, to Persia and India. Against this precarious backdrop, the Islamic world takes responsibility for preserving and further developing the sacred knowledge of Babylonian astral religion and the Greek classic schools. According to Campion, the official founding of Islamic astrology is 770 A.D, with their ‘golden age’ of Islamic science dated around the tenth and eleventh centuries.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Nicolas Campion, The Concept of Destiny in Islamic Astrology, ARAM Periodical, Summer 1980, p 283.] 

It is during the seventh century when leading eastern astrologers such as Mash’allah, al-Kindi and Abu Ma’shar, were establishing their ‘major work concerning the study of revolutions and conjunctions’, or the astrological study of historical (mundane) cycles. The impact of these astrological theories on Western European regions is not yet fully discounted, but it is likely to be ‘considerable’. Lynn Thorndyke has confirmed that translations of Islamic astrological texts by western scholars may have already been in process during the tenth century, even before Claudius Ptolemy’s classic work, the Tetrabiblos, in 1138.   
Seyyed Nasr proposes that the very characteristics of the Islamic faith also enabled it to adopt ‘pre-Islamic beliefs and sciences, including astrology’. The fact that it allowed ‘God’s truth’ to be received through a variety of different faiths, enabled it to appreciate the classical philosophies of ‘Hermetic, Neoplatonic and neo-Pythagorean knowledge’[footnoteRef:6].    [6:  Nicolas Campion, The Concept of Destiny in Islamic Astrology, ARAM Periodical, Summer 1980, p 287.] 

The geographical location and magnitude of the Sassanian (Persian) Empire (224-651 CE), also encouraged a smooth cultural exchange between the Roman empire and India. However, after the Arab conquest of Persia in 642-4, an alternative route of transmission was facilitated toward the eastern regions of India and China. Either way, there is clear evidence of successful intellectual arbitrage between Persian, Islamic astrologers and their western counterparts in the post-classical world. Leading examples include Bonatti and William Lilly, with the former declaring ‘I will [follow in] the footsteps of our venerable predecessors…namely…Jafar, Thabit, al-Qabisi, al-Khayyat, al-Kindi, al-Andarzager, Masha’allah, ad-Dawla, Jirjis, Albenait…’[footnoteRef:7]. The primary evidence of Galileo’s astrological notebook, coupled by his use of velocity and geometry, also suggests a link to Islamic astrology[footnoteRef:8].        [7:  Bonatti, Book of Astronomy (tr. Dykes, B.) (Cazimi Press, 2007), p. 27]  [8:  Bernadette Brady, ‘Galileo’s Astrological Philosophy’, in From Masha’Allah to Kepler: Theory and Practice in Medieval and Renaissance Astrology, ed. By Charles Burnett and Dorian Gieseler Greenbaum (University of Wales, Lampeter: Sophia Centre Press, 2015), p. 77-100.] 

[image: ]Fig 1.0 – Sasanian Empire. Source: Encyclopaedia Britannica


Reform of astrological thought
According to one part of Chris Mitchell’s PhD studies[footnoteRef:9], a viable method to consider the content of any contribution or reform to astrology is by comparing texts written in Arabic to later texts written in Latin in western Europe. This helps isolate a range of broad-based developments that were offered by Persian and Islamic astrology. We will review some of these examples, before focusing on specific interpretations of the Jupiter-Saturn conjunction. [9:  Chris Mitchell, University of Wales, PhD] 

While Arabic astrologers may have used the ‘underlying currents’ of the classical astrological heritage (e.g. Babylonian, Platonic, Aristotelian, Hermetic), they were still open to developing or enhancing prior techniques. One example is that they looked at aspects between planets, not signs, and assigned orbs to a planet; ‘The Sun has 15 of his power in front of himself…’. Another point, which later evolves into current mundane astrological practices, is the adoption of a formulaic approach. In one case, it was based on calculations of the ‘almuten’ or ‘mubtazz’[footnoteRef:10], the strongest planet. Finally, according to Mitchell, Arabic astrologers were also integrating and experimenting with a blend of techniques between the different systems.    [10:  Dykes, B., The Forty Chapters of al-Kindi (Cazmi Press, 2011), 8.1 p. 142] 

In the case of Mundane astrology, this was popularly used during the founding of cities, such as Baghdad. Chantal Allison suggests this ‘includes the ancient Sassanian tradition of using the cycles of Jupiter and Saturn to interpret the great sweeps of history’. Notable interpretations include ‘Masha’allah [that] said, know that the greatest things, and those to be marveled at, happen from the conjunction of the superior planets. And this comes to be on account of the slowness of their motion. And if these three were joined in one bound or face, and the sun aspected them, they will signify the destruction of sects and kingdoms, and the changing of them (and)…prophecies’.[footnoteRef:11] The explanation of how the ‘slowness of their motion’, is part of the importance of the conjunction and offers a logical basis to the astrological process.  [11:  Chantal Allison, ‘The Ifriqiya Uprising Horoscope from On Reception by Masha’alla, Court Astrologer in the Early ‘Abassid Caliphate’, Culture and Cosmos, Vol. 3 no 1, Spring/Summer 1999, pp. 35-56.] 

From a religious perspective, Persian astrologers in the first century, also noticed an approximate Jupiter-Saturn cycle timing, within the sub-phase of the Zoroastrian calendar, that was divided into 1000 years. Each phase was marked by a new prophet. The Jupiter-Saturn cycle forms a conjunction every 20-years. Separately, Jupiter will complete its orbit in approximately 12-years, while Saturn takes about 30-years. The sequence of conjunctions progress through the zodiac, forming a geometric pattern, which is often used as part of Islamic cosmological materialist art. 
[image: ]Each angle is created as the planetary conjunctions trace an average of 240º from the previous one. Cosmologically, this means that every 240 years the sequence enters a new ‘triplicity’. The complete sequence is estimated to take around 960 years, which is approximate to the Zoroastrian millennial calendar, referenced earlier. Campion calls the Jupiter/Saturn conjunction “their most significant contribution”[footnoteRef:12] to astrology. The chart below illustrates the latest projection for this conjunction in December 2020, coupled with a cymatic pattern of the Jupiter/Saturn cycle after seven orbits around the sun.   [12:  Nicolas Campion, Astrology, History and Apocalypse, p.46.] 






 	





Fig 2.0 – Jupiter-Saturn Cycle, Solarfire & Cymatic patterns


The work of Masha’Allah and Abu Ma’shar also reveal another important overlay to the mundane astrology of the Jupiter/Saturn conjunction; which is the use of the Vernal Equinox. This technique is later used in combination with the ‘epoch of the year’, as referenced by Masha’Allah. “…the form of the heavens at the entry of the sun into Aries for the year in which this conjunction [takes place]”[footnoteRef:13]. [13:  Chris Mitchell, Great cycles, the Conjunction of 1345, and the Black Death, SPICA, 2013. pp. 11.] 

[image: ]Relationship between theory / philosophy and practice
There was a strong relationship between both Persian and Islamic theory, philosophy and practice. During the era of Zoroastrianism (1400-1000, BCE, to C.500 BCE), most philosophies existed as part of a Platonic model. Zurvan was the deity of time and space. According to their ancient texts, cosmology was at the heart of their creation story; ‘And the creator Ohrmazd entrusted all the good things which are in this creation to Mihr [Mithra] and the Moon and the twelve Signs of the Zodiac which are called by the Religion the twelve commanders.’[footnoteRef:14]  [14:  Extract from chapter 12 of the Zoroastrian text, the Mēnōk I Xrat, in Zaehner, Richard Charles, Zurvan: a Zoroastrian Dilemma. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1955, p. 400.] 

Al Kindi’s (c.795-866/870) practical theory of how to interpret astrology is explained within his observation that ‘the wise man cannot escape his fate, but by modulating his relationship with the descending rays, he can, like a Stoic, become inwardly free of it.’[footnoteRef:15] Abu Ma’shar also makes a similar statement that the use of astrology helped to ‘work out by analogy what was hidden from [us], and the indications that [we] wanted became correct for [us]’[footnoteRef:16]. Both are able to describe Aristotelian rationalism for the celestial steller ‘rays’, while underlying stoic determinism. There is also a lesson in moral responsibility here, while preserving the divinity of God’s will.     [15:  Rashed, R. and Jolivet, J., Oeuvres Philosophiques & Scientifiques d’al-Kindi: Volume 2, Métaphysique et cosmologie (Leiden: Brill, 1998), p.95]  [16:  Charles Burnett, The Certitude of Astrology: The Scientific Methodology of al-Qabisi and abu Ma’shar, (2002), p. 208] 
Fig 3.0 – Zurvan 

Mash’allah reminds us that God’s will can be all-encompassing, by stating the Jupiter/Saturn conjunction can even ‘necessitate something in the changes of religions and dynasties, the changes of the Sharias and the Sunnas, the occurrence of important matters, the change of the kingdom, the death of kings and the kinds of occurrence of prophets, revelation, and miracles in religions and dynasties'[footnoteRef:17]. Therefore, no one, or thing, is above God’s will, not even ‘kings’ or ‘religion’. Moreover, based upon his theory, the expression of God’s will on Earth is manifested by cosmological patterns. [17:  Abu Ma'shar, On Historical Astrology: The Book of Religions and Dynasties (On the Great Conjunctions), ed.and trans. Keiji Yamamoto and Charles Burnett, 2 Vols., Leiden: Brill 2000, 3.5.] 

Meanwhile, the classic texts of the Tabula Smaragdina (or Emerald Tablet) collated by Abu Mūsā Jābir ibn Hayyān (c. 721 – c. 815), tells us of the dualism of stoic determinism. ‘That wch is below is like that wch is above & that wch is above is like yt wch is below to do ye miracles of one only thing And as all things have been & arose from one by ye mediation of one: so all things have their birth from this one thing by adaptation. The Sun is its father, the moon its mother’. The reference of ‘that which is below, is like which is above’ suggests that humanity at large can influence the heavens through their own actions, and therefore destiny itself, by living in harmony. Campion restates this point through the alchemical process, which is ‘typically the attempt to transmute lead into gold, but the real goal was union with the divine, of which the gold was the material embodiment’.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Nicolas Campion, The Golden Age of Astrology, Islam: the Struggle of Reason and Faith, Chapter 2, p. 7.] 

Western (mundane) astrology in the post classical world:
Charles Harvey suggests the Jupiter/Saturn cycle, also known as the ‘Great Chronicator’ is the ‘ground base of human development which marks the perceptions of ideas, potentialities, possibilities (Jupiter) and their manifestation in the concrete material world (Saturn).[footnoteRef:19] This description is partly aligned with Robert Prechter’s explanation of ‘social mood’ as being ‘an unconsciously shared mental disposition that arises in humans when they interact socially’[footnoteRef:20].  [19:  Nicolas Campion, Charles Harvey, Michael Baigent, Mundane Astrology, (Thorsons Publishing Group Ltd, 1995), pp 184.]  [20:  Robert Prechter, The Socionomic Theory of Finance, Socionomic Institute Press (2016), pp. 111.] 

He further states that ‘choices of foci for social mood expression—such as which investment to own, which pop star to idolize or which enemy to attack—do seem to spread via the contagion/propagation model’. The chart below of the US stock-market (Dow Jones Industrial), visually illustrates a real-time measure of ‘social-mood’, as trends in mass-psychology, which alternate from positive to negative cycles. Most interestingly, a glance at the lower panel confirms a strong correlation between two cyclical (declination) curves, that represent the Jupiter/Saturn pattern. Leading trader, WD Gann referred to this as the ‘master-cycle’[footnoteRef:21]. [21:  Billy Jones, The WD Gann Technical Review, (Lambert-Gann, 1986), pp. 72.] 

[image: ]The financial market serves as a good modern-day example of how western (mundane) astrology has evolved the use of this ancient cycle, through advancements in the financial markets and technological software. This remains a viable proxy for not only measuring changes in ‘social mood’, but also mundane (economic & political) events, such as financial shocks and geopolitical tensions.


Fig 4.0 – Generational Trends in Mood & Culture. Source: Optuma. Analysis: Ron William  

Looking at other applications of the Jupiter/Saturn mundane astrological cycle, Charles Carter states that ‘when in the course of time, the cycle passes into a fresh triplicity, the first conjunction in the new element is termed a ‘Mutation Conjunction; and when, at very long intervals, this falls in Fire, it is termed a Great Mutation’[footnoteRef:22]. According to Harvey ‘there was a Great Mutation in Fire on 8 December 1603 in 8 Sagittarius which has been related to the subsequent colonization of America due to religious (Sagittarius) oppression (van Nostrand). [footnoteRef:23]  [22:  Charles Carter, An Introduction to Political Astrology, L. N. Fowler & CO. LTD, (1973), pp. 32.]  [23:  Nicolas Campion, Charles Harvey, Michael Baigent, Mundane Astrology, (Thorsons Publishing Group Ltd, 1995), pp 184] 

Meantime, when the conjunction moves into Earth then it is often ‘related to the development of materialism and mankind’s mastery over the material world which has followed’. The Jupiter/Saturn conjunction/earth-sign combination is also famously linked to the US ‘presidential death cycle’ or the ‘Curse of Tippecanoe’, discovered by astrologer Dr. L. D. Broughton. It is used to describe the regular death pattern of Presidents of the United States elected or re-elected in years in a zero year, or years evenly divisible by 20. This ranges from William Henry Harrison (elected in 1840), onto John F. Kennedy (1960), and the most recent assassination attempt of George W. Bush (2000).    
However, a study by Kelsey Richfield of all eight presidents, concludes this is an ‘inadequate explanation for this pattern since in none of the cases does the conjunction actually make any particularly significant contacts with the USA chart’. Although, in another study, using the 7GE35 rising chart (not Sagittarius), ‘in seven out of eight cases there was a square between the president’s Mars (3 cases), Saturn (2 cases). Furthermore, he found that in almost every case there was a progressed aspect close to time in the USA chart involving the Moon and Mars’.[footnoteRef:24]  [24:  Nicolas Campion, Charles Harvey, Michael Baigent, Mundane Astrology, (Thorsons Publishing Group Ltd, 1995), pp 184] 

[image: ]This cyclical pattern is naturally becoming topical once again, as the next key timing juncture approaches in 2020, ahead of the US presidential re-election. The current President Trump leadership has already received assassination attempts, and mounting polarization between his administration’s opposing ‘deep-state’ groups is continuing to fuel further speculation[footnoteRef:25].  Astrologically, it is also interesting to note that the coming Jupiter/Saturn conjunction will be at 28 degrees Capricorn, which will aspect the USA’s natal Pluto. President Trump’s natal chart also has 24/25 Cancer and Saturn opposed by Pluto, thereby suggesting further challenges ahead.   [25:  Washington Post, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2017/12/20/fox-news-contributor-channeling-alex-jones-suggests-fbi-plot-to-assassinate-trump/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.338510714718 [accessed July 02, 2018]] 


     
 



Fig 5.0 – Presidential Death Cycle  

French mundane astrologer, Andre Barbault has published in-depth research for the dominance of the Jupiter/Saturn cycle as part of the development of European history. He makes the case for the last two centuries, by subdividing the cycle into key stages, marked by a variety of planetary aspects (e.g. Opposition, Semi-square, Trine, Square, Sextile). The previous conjunction in Taurus during 2000 marked the inception of the European monetary union. Looking ahead, Barbault envisages that ‘the European continent will face another ordeal at the next conjunction of 2020-21, which also involves Pluto: a Jupiter-Saturn-Pluto triad discordantly ramified by a Uranus-Neptune semi-square [that] does not bode well.’[footnoteRef:26]    [26:  André Barbault, Planetary Cycles, The Astrological Association (2016), pp. 38.] 

[image: ]








Fig 6.0 – Europe & The Jupiter-Saturn Cycle. Barbault, André, Planetary Cycles, The Astrological Association (2016), pp. 38.  


Further mundane astrological research has also been made by Baurbault and Henri Joseph Gouchon, in applying composite cycle models, based on the outer 5 planets, (which include Jupiter/Saturn, and Neptune, Uranus, Pluto). This approach helps establish an approximate cycle hierarchy of planetary influences and measure how it influences global tension. Such models would not have been too dissimilar from the innovative formulaic approach of our Arabic astrological ancestry, which often used scoring filters and blended different types of systems. 
Of course, the extra advantage these days, is the technological advancements which allow for improved analysis and testing of these approaches. On a practical level, the success of the planetary index is in measuring the aggregate level of cycle activity and highlighting key stages of global tension. This includes the World War era and Russian themes of the second cold-war and annex of Crimea.  Heightened global tension is now expected from this year onwards, into 2023. A case could be made for using models such as this for big-picture mundane analysis, coupled with various other key cycles for more precise timing.    



[image: ]










Fig 7.0 – Global Tension Cycle Index. Source: Andrew Spencer, LSA Diploma 2018.  Analysis: Ron William


Conclusion:
This essay explored the impact non-western astrology, notably Persian and Islamic, on their western counterparts, in the post-classical world, after 500 CE. It specifically focused on the area of mundane astrology, to demonstrate the key areas of the transmission of ideas, reform of astrological thought, and how each school of astrology framed the relationship of their theory with indigenous philosophy and practice. The Jupiter-Saturn cycle is used as a benchmark study, to help research the variety of interpretations. Campion calls this “their most significant contribution” to astrology.
In the case of Mundane astrology, this was popularly used during the founding of cities, such as Baghdad. According to Chantal Allison, this ‘includes the ancient Sassanian tradition of using the cycles of Jupiter and Saturn to interpret the great sweeps of history’. Notable interpretations include ‘Masha’allah [that] said, know that the greatest things, and those to be marveled at, happen from the conjunction of the superior planets. And this comes to be on account of the slowness of their motion. And if these three were joined in one bound or face, and the sun aspected them, they will signify the destruction of sects and kingdoms, and the changing of them (and)…prophecies’. The explanation of how the ‘slowness of their motion’, is part of the importance of the conjunction, offers a logical basis to the astrological process. 
Charles Harvey suggests the Jupiter/Saturn cycle, also known as the ‘Great Chronicator’ is the ‘ground base of human development which marks the perceptions of ideas, potentialities, possibilities (Jupiter) and their manifestation in the concrete material world (Saturn). This financial market serves as a good modern-day example of how western (mundane) astrology has evolved the use of this ancient cycle, through advancements in the financial markets and technological software. This remains a viable proxy for not only measuring changes in ‘social mood’, but also mundane (economic & political) events, such as financial shocks and geopolitical tensions. 
French mundane astrologer, Andre Barbault has published in-depth research for the dominance of the Jupiter/Saturn cycle as part of the development of European history. Barbault envisages that ‘the European continent will face another ordeal at the next conjunction of 2020-21, which also involves Pluto: a Jupiter-Saturn-Pluto triad discordantly ramified by a Uranus-Neptune semi-square [that] does not bode well.’  Further mundane astrological research has also been made by Baurbault and Henri Joseph Gouchon, in applying composite cycle models, based on the outer 5 planets, (which include Jupiter/Saturn, and Neptune, Uranus, Pluto). This approach helps establish an approximate cycle hierarchy of planetary influences and measure how it influences global tension. Such models would not have been too dissimilar from the innovative formulaic approach of our Arabic astrological ancestry, which often used scoring filters and blended different types of systems. 
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**Regan suffered wounds from the gun used by John Hinkley, Jr., were serious but not fatal.
**Bush avoided injury from a grenade, thrown in his direction during a 2006 visit to Georgia, a former Soviet satellite state.
**Trump has a preamble of assassination plots, notably in 2016 and mounting speculation into the 2020 re-election.
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