Corporatisation of Military / Profiteering from War

I feel like a large issue facing the modern world is the corporatisation of military forces and equipment, and the profiteering that comes from it. It’s a sorry state to be in when the planet’s most powerful country and military spend more than some entire countries Gross Domestic Product on ‘Defense’ alone. Looking at some estimates¹, there are only about 20 countries with a GDP higher than the United States’ Department of Defense budget. That means that around 165 countries are valued less than what the USA spends on it’s military. 
The United States’ Military allocated 147 billion dollars toward ‘procurement’ in 2019². Translated from political dither, this means that they spent that money on purchasing machines of war from private firms like Lockheed Martin, Northrop Grumman and even BAE Systems here in the UK. All of these firms have very professional looking websites with smiling headshots and doublespeak-laden mission statements³ supposedly masking the fact that they in essence profit off their ability to make some of the most effective killing machines in history.
I think the fact that for some government agencies and private firms alike killing people is treated as little more than business as usual is completely outrageous. And yet so few voices speak out about such things. One might suppose that patriotism is to blame for this sort of behaviour simply being brushed under the rug, with citizens believing that it’s all to keep them safe rather than to enable their government to operate in foreign lands with superior firepower to make more money.
While I understand that militaries are important in the modern world with powerful nations at each other’s throats, I believe that there are much better things governments could spend their money on, like helping the people that need it on their own soil. A small percentage of the US’ military budget could put a sizeable dent in issues like homelessness or climate change, if they would have the good grace to spend it as such.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Keeping all of the above in mind I felt that the best direction to go with this poster would be to try and make something that at a glance looked like it could be part of a promotional campaign. This approach seemed fitting for the subject, as military advertising is awfully commonplace in the USA. I took some design cues from the official US Department of Defense website and even borrowed their crest logo. Knowing that any text I wanted to add would have to be pretty large to be readable from more than a short distance away once printed, I worked to ensure it carried an accusatory tone and focused on one aspect of the issue.
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