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1. Historian’s Virtue ( 5212 )



Historian's Virtue

* “A historian’s primary virtue is nothing other than fidelity.” !
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* Two metaphors:

Painting a person: it must look like that person.

Writing a travelogue about a place: it must truly be that place.
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httos://www flaticon.com/search?word=mirror 1Liang Qichao ZR{#E, Zhongguo lishi yanjiufa bubian H1 B FE 2 W1 537574 (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 2010), p. 17
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Historian's Virtue

AR

* The most common faults are: exaggeration(5 X ) , forced analogies ([fJ= ) , and

arbitrary judgment ( FET ) .2

* “A historian‘s moral character should be like a clear mirror and a balanced scale (5

Zefér - ) — whatever is there, it reflects exactly; whatever the weight, it measures
precisely. One must completely eliminate subjective opinions and cultivate one’s

character to be like a mirror and a scale.” 3
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2Liang Qichao ZZRi#B, Zhongguo lishi yanjiufa bubian ™ B FE £ 535448 (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 2010), p. 18-20.°
https://www.flaticon.com/search?word=balance 3Liang Qichao LB, Zhongguo lishi yanjiufa bubian & Bl FE 2 #5354 4R (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 2010), p. 20.



2. Historian’s Knowledge ( S2E2)



Historian’s Knowledge

A principle: value specialization over superficial broadness.* ( EEiE- & HEE )

*  “When I was young, I once had this ambition—to this day, I have never succeeded.
Now, I only hope to achieve considerable results in a specific area of historical study,

and that would fully satisfy me.” 3

4Liang Qichao BB, Zhongguo lishi yanjiufa bubian "B FE £ 15355 4% (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 2010), p. 21.
SLiang Qichao R, Zhoneoouo lishi yanjiufa bubian 5 B FE £ #5335k 5H 4R (Beijing: Zhonghua shuiju, 2010), p. 21.



Historian’s Knowledge

* Liang Qichao suggested approach is:

1. History from the entirety of human knowledge.

2.  Within the field of history, delineate a specific area—one you have a particular
interest in and adequate preparation for—and devote yourself to studying it
exclusively.

3. Regarding matters outside your specialization, it 1s perfectly acceptable to be
1gnorant of many things; but regarding matters within your specialization, you must

know them thoroughly and exhaustively.°

8
6Liang Qichao I8, Zhongguo lishi yanjiufa bubian & B FE S #5354 4R (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 2010), p. 21.



3. Historian’s Insight ( 5258 )



Historian’s Insight

* “Historian’s Insight” refers to the power of observation of a historian. ’

e “Gaining insight from reading” (382 154]) means being able to see what others

cannot see. 8

* Two procedures for observation:
1. From the whole to the part.

2. From the part to the whole.”

7Liang Qichao BB, Zhongguo lishi yanjiufa bubian ¥ [ FE £ 15355448 (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 2010), p. 25.
8Liang Qichao ZRLFE, Zhongguo lishi yanjiufa bubian & B FE 52 #1535 4@ 4R (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 2010), p. 25.
9Liang Qichao ZR4#8, Zhongguo lishi yanjiufa bubian % B FF 2535548 4% (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 2010), p. 26-27.
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Historian’s Insight

* Beware of two kinds of obscurity :
1. Do not be obscured by traditional thought.

2. Do not be obscured by your own preconceptions. !’

* Liang Qichao said: “Only by being neither obscured by inherited traditions nor
blinded by one's own preconceptions can one achieve keen and subtle observation and

ultimately attain outstanding historical insight.”!!

. e . 11
10Liang Qichao ZZRi#B, Zhongguo lishi yanjiufa bubian "B FE £ 15355 4% (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 2010), p. 27-28.
11Liang Qichao B, Zhongouo lishi yanjiufa bubian ¥ B FE £ #5355 548 (Beijing: Zhonghua shuiju, 2010), p. 29.



4. Historian’s Talent ( 5

1)
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Historian’s Talent

What is
organization?

* Liang Qichao divided into two parts: organization and literary grace.

/\

[Selectlon Tallorlng ]

* “Many facts, without being selected and tailored, remain just historical materials;
they cannot become history.”

* “Many people are reluctant to discard what they love, collecting a huge amount of
data and wanting to include everything. But for a good work, one must be willing to

discard. One must remove the dross and retain the essence.”’!?

13
12Liang Qichao BB, Zhongguo lishi yanjiufa bubian ™ B FE £ 153 5% 4% (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 2010), p. 30.



Historian’s Talent

* Regarding literary grace, he proposed two key points:
Conciseness: No superfluous sentences in a chapter, no superfluous words 1n a sentence.

Liveliness: Writing should be as vivid and natural as a movie. 2

* A very practical method:

Read more: See how previous authors wrote.

Write less: Write with intention, not prolifically.

Revise more: Don't hesitate to revise an article many times; you can even revise 1t again

ten years later.!4

13Liang Qichao BB, Zhongguo lishi yanjiufa bubian ¥ BFE S #5354 (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 2010), p. 33. 14
14Liang Qichao BB, Zhongguo lishi yanjiufa bubian * B FE £ 153754 4% (Beijing: Zhonghua shuju, 2010), p. 34.



5. Conclusion
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Conclusion

“Four Excellences of a Historian” ( 5252 VU&E )

What makes a

Historian's Virtue is an attitude of impartiality. |, o hisorian?

Historian's Knowledge 1s a solid foundation.
Historian's Insight 1s a keen eye.

Historian's Talent 1s precise expression.
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Thank you for listening! =t



