Opening Statement
Llandaff Cathedral has been a powerful ecclesiastical establishment in Wales since around 1120[footnoteRef:1]. Because of Wales’ turbulent history, Llandaff has an array of archival material that highlights its sequential footprint of religious, political, legal, and diocesan difficulties, especially surrounding funding, land, and property.  [1:  E.W. Lovegrove, The Cathedral Church of Llandaff, Journal of the British Archaeological Association, 35.1, (2017), https://doi.org/10.1080/00681288.1930.11894442 [Accessed on 20th October 2025]] 

[bookmark: _Int_HeOSMggc]Therefore, the focus of this assignment will be to explore examples of the archival material outlining the chronology of leadership throughout the history of Llandaff Cathedral and its diocese. In doing so, an analysis of the materials will help illustrate the political and legal impact on Llandaff and its diocese. Furthermore, a reflection and evaluation of the archives themselves will be conducted with consideration to why this topic would be intriguing for historians undergoing similar research. 

The National Library of Wales(TNLW): NLWMS17110E
[bookmark: _Int_xUG8ZwFo][bookmark: _Int_yXpvlBcH]The Book of Llandaff [footnoteRef:2] (The Book hereafter) is a 128- vellum page manuscript,[footnoteRef:3] which chronicles the history of the Llandaff diocese spanning 700 years. Additionally, the Book presents an insight into the political position Llandaff was in soon after the Norman conquest. In 1107, Urban was appointed as the first Norman Bishop of Llandaff[footnoteRef:4] and appeared to be having legal conflicts with St David’s and Hereford Cathedral surrounding Llandaff’s diocese. Consequently, Urban oversaw the creation of the Book as a method of strengthening Llandaff’s rights to various land and properties within South- East Wales.  [2:  The National Library of Wales, Libre Landavensis, c. 1120- c. 1134, Book of Llandaff, NLW MS 17110E]  [3:  The National Library of Wales, The Book of Llandaff, https://www.library.wales/discover-learn/digital-exhibitions/manuscripts/the-middle-ages/the-book-of-llandaff  [Accessed on 20th October 20025]]  [4:  Reverend Erik. S. Thomas, The Pictorial History of Llandaff Cathedral, (London: Pitkin Pictorials Ltd., 1973), pp.3-4] 

The manuscript presents detailed charters of properties and “territorial rights”[footnoteRef:5] that belong to the diocese of Llandaff because of “alleged” donated properties from various Kings. The Book also includes the vitae of earlier bishops such as Dyfrig, Teilo, and Euddogwy. Therefore, in light of the legal pressure from other diocese, the inclusion of the royal affiliations and the Lives was perhaps an attempt to further prove and strengthen Llandaff’s rights to various land and boundaries because of its religious heritage.  [5:  The National Library of Wales, The Book of Llandaff] 

[bookmark: _Int_JrWyxSkj][bookmark: _Int_NahoeYnp][bookmark: _Int_rEmmOKIN]In the 17th century, the Book passed through many hands including the Davies family, who donated it to TNLW in the 1940s where it was eventually purchased in 1959.[footnoteRef:6] In 2006, TNLW removed the secondary binding (1893) to separate the individual leaves because much of the original text had been covered by the new(er) binding. [6:  Ibid., The Book of Llandaff] 

[bookmark: _Int_teqtHvAc][bookmark: _Int_hpAwS6Gx]Therefore, for historians, The Book of Llandaff holds much significance regarding Welsh ecclesiastical and political history. Those wishing to discover what qualifies as diocesan rights, the Book offers a primary insight into the socio- political values of its time, which seems to emphasise heritage as bearing the legal weight of entitlement over its diocese. Since the Book has been deconstructed, an opportunity to re- examine a momentous primary source has been presented. Therefore, there is a chance to shed new light on conventional interpretations that also offers a fresh take on other primary and secondary material relating to the Book of Llandaff. 

The National Archives (TNA): SPS12/66/29,f. 90r- 90 v
[bookmark: _Int_j1QzmOfm]Among the governmental documents owed by TNA is a collection of domestic State Papers for Elizabeth I.[footnoteRef:7] Within this collection is a letter that shows that major religious hubs such as Llandaff Cathedral were caught up in socio-political and theological issues surrounding the Reformation during Elizabeth I’s reign. On the 26th January 1570, Bishop Hugh Jones wrote a letter to the Privy Council[footnoteRef:8] discussing Llandaff Cathedral’s political and religious position following the aftermath of the Northern Uprising.[footnoteRef:9] [7:  Colin Williams, email from TNA to T. Meadows, 29th October 2025]  [8:  The National Archives, Bishop Hugh Jones, Reformation in Wales, 26th January 1570, English Reformation c.1527- 1590, SPS12/ 66/ 29, f. 90 r- 90 v)]  [9:  The National Archives, English Reformation c. 1527- 1590: Reformation in Wales, https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/the-english-reformation-c1527-1590/reformation-in-wales/  [Accessed on 25th October 2025]] 

[bookmark: _Int_4wTJtS85][bookmark: _Int_mI74xZs9]Bishop Jones reassures the Council that he has “diligently and carefully”[footnoteRef:10] carried out an “inquisition of the estate and conformity of the people”, ensuring that he found “none disobedient”. He also remarks on the limited funds that Llandaff Cathedral received, preventing “learned and educated men”[footnoteRef:11] to fill all areas of the diocese. Therefore, for a historian, this primary source offers a pinpointed glimpse into the chronology of the diocese. It highlights Llandaff’s position among national socio-political and religious turmoil whilst touching on a running theme among many archives, which is that funding and finances were a concern for many leaders in this diocese.  [10:  Ibid, The National Archives]  [11:  Ibid., Welsh Restoration ] 

[bookmark: _Int_mOOCPqvM]However, since this was a dangerous and sensitive time for many ecclesiastical leaders, being seen as conforming and agreeable would have been safer. Therefore, to confirm that Bishop Jones’s testimony was indeed true, further research surrounding Llandaff’s diocesan practises around 1570 would need to be conducted. 

Glamorgan Archives(GA): DLDC/A/11
[bookmark: _Int_hx5rvsyd]Glamorgan Archives had an array of materials relating to Llandaff Cathedral's diocese. For a historian needing a primary source that provides a diocesan timeline, R.W. Griffiths’s[footnoteRef:12] notes offer great detail on the the chronology of Llandaff’s leaders and diocesan history post- Urban. From early beginnings to a reflection on various Bishop’s Lives, through to Llandaff’s position during the reign of Henry VIII,[footnoteRef:13] and on to his own century (19th), Griffiths offers a handwritten reflection each stage of Llandaff’s history. Additionally, Griffiths critiques the condition of the Cathedral, describing it as being an “insignificant size”[footnoteRef:14] for its ecclesiastical status with the condition of the building being in “low unhappy circumstances”[footnoteRef:15] and in a “sad state of decay”.[footnoteRef:16] He describes a large bell that broke and “lamented by the neighbourhood”[footnoteRef:17] because of its historical significance to the diocese. Therefore, Griffiths also offers contextual insight into the poor condition of the Cathedral during his own time due to lack of funding for its upkeep, which would provide further supporting evidence for the emerging idea that limited funding is a common theme throughout its history.  [12:  Glamorgan Archives, Robert W. Griffiths, Llandaff Cathedral, its history and architecture, 1897-1898, Notes for early chapters of proposed cathedral and diocesan history c. 1291- 1898, DLD/ A/11/ Bundle 1]  [13:  Ibid., pp. 6-7]  [14:  Ibid., p. 5]  [15:  Ibid., p.20]  [16:  Ibid., p. 26]  [17:  Ibid., p. 19] 

[bookmark: _Int_lpVWQSRl]However, it must be noted that this archive is difficult to read due to the cursive nature of the handwriting. Additionally, there is little information regarding who Robert W. Griffiths was, with the Dictionary of Welsh Biography[footnoteRef:18] (DWB hereafter) providing some suggestions, but not a conclusive answer. Consequently, it brings into question the validity of this archive as a reliable source of information. On its own therefore, due to its unchecked credibility, Griffiths’s notes are not a singularly reliable source of information.  [18:  Dictionary of Welsh Biography, Robert Griffiths, https://biography.wales/search?query=robert&lang%5B0%5D=en&sort=sort_name&order=asc&rows=12&page=16 [Accessed 26th October 2025]] 







GA: DLD/A/30
In 1875, a petition[footnoteRef:19] was formed and signed by over 80 priests in the Llandaff diocese concerning the use and interpretation of Ornaments Rubric. The letter was addressed to the current Bishop of Llandaff with all signatures presented as recognition to “retain that Catholic and Primitive character which the Prayer Book in its present form secures”[footnoteRef:20] and to keep the two interpretations because they serve different purposes during Communion. The writer attributes the solidity of this petition by alluding to a range of “learned”[footnoteRef:21] men who also recognised a dual interpretation of the Rubrics Ornaments, including the “Country Arches and Priory Council”.[footnoteRef:22] The Bishop is further reminded that the “Priory Court’s judgement in this matter cannot be looked upon” as “conclusive” because the Court conclude that the Rubrics were deliberately designed to have “two interpretations”. The petition provides an interesting glimpse into the dynamics between the leaders among the diocese. The letter is respectful whilst maintaining a strong message of concern regarding religious practises. It also highlights the unity among priests at this time, who believed that their methods of worship were under threat.  [19:  Glamorgan Archives, Petition concerning ornaments Rubric, position of celebrant and Athanasian creed, 1875, Manuscripts and notes relating to the history of the diocese and cathedral of Lland, DLD/ A/ 30]  [20:  Ibid., p. 1]  [21:  Ibid., p. 2]  [22:  Ibid., p. 2] 

[bookmark: _Int_Gsq2KUD2][bookmark: _Int_hNBdOwQE][bookmark: _Int_ir6y6TTC]What is interesting about this archive is that it continues along a similar thematic timeline as the TNA archive in that it relates to greater socio-political forces surrounding the diocese influencing Llandaff’s leadership and practise. In this instance however, unlike Jones’s letter, the priests in the 19th century appear free from harm to question authority; which in itself, shows a calmer shift in the socio- political climate of this time. Since GA acquired this petition through donation, perhaps the donor believed this petition worthy of preservation because it represents an important moment in the story of Llandaff’s diocese. 

GA: DLD/A/13
Joseph Earle Ollivant[footnoteRef:23] produced a meticulously detailed, handwritten database of events along the timeline of Llandaff Cathedral and its diocese, which includes notes on leaders, property, and events. Also included in this archive are examples of various contracts and letters written to and from Ollivant to various legal associates regarding diocesan legal rights.  [23:  Glamorgan Archives, Joseph Earle Ollivant, Scrapbook containing notes on cathedral and diocesan history nd., DLD/A/ 13] 

For a historian, this primary source provides a rich tapestry of lineage as well as examples of legal documents produced by one of its leaders that show the processes taken to acquire, confirm, and contest diocesan rights. In terms of credibility, there is a discrepancy regarding Ollivant’s name. On the DWB, no Joseph Earle Ollivant could be found, but Alfred Ollivant was a 19th century Bishop of Llandaff until1882 who was highly educated in theology and diocesan history. Since this profile is more fitting to the theme of this archive, suggesting that Joseph and Alfred Ollivant might be the same person.[footnoteRef:24] However, this is indeed speculation. Alternatively, perhaps Earle was a relation who curated the bundle of documents that GA now possess. However, with no date and without confirmation from a credible source that these are indeed the works of Alfred Ollivant, and that what he has written is factually accurate, these archives should therefore be read with caution in terms of credibility and reliability.  [24:  Dictionary of Welsh Biography, Ollivant, Alfred (1798- 1882) bishop,  https://biography.wales/article/s-OLLI-ALF-1798?&query=Joseph%2520Earle%2520Ollivant&lang%5B%5D=en&sort=score&order=desc&rows=12&page=1#?c=0&m=0&s=0&cv=0&manifest=https%3A%2F%2Fdamsssl.llgc.org.uk%2Fiiif%2F2.0%2F5184887%2Fmanifest.json&xywh=-137%2C-134%2C1535%2C1373
[Accessed, 28th October 2025]] 


GA: DLDC/F/4, DLDC/F/9, DLDC/F/10, DLDC/F/14, DLDC/F/16
Glamorgan Archives has a vast collection of secondary sources that also provides commentary on the Cathedral and diocesan leadership. For example, a newspaper cutting from 1898[footnoteRef:25] covers a story about Mr A.H. Matthew who tried to claim “Earldom of Llandaff” through his bloodline. Again, the theme of heritage has been used as legal leverage to claim rights within the diocese. Examples such as these capture the public investment and social commentary surrounding conflict and challenges to the legitimacy of leadership. [25:  Glamrogan Archives, 1898, Correspondence concerning the claim to earldom of Llandaff, DLDC/ F/ 9] 

[bookmark: _Int_mzjGNJXt]Among the series of newspapers are articles covering the obituaries and appointments of various leaders within the diocese. For example, a report on the retirement of Bishop J.P. Hughes,[footnoteRef:26] the appointment of the Dean of Llandaff,[footnoteRef:27] and an obituary of Bishop R.Watson[footnoteRef:28] (1782- 1816) are included. Within these articles are a brief biography of the leaders, which helps to verify some of the chronology provided by the above archives and any secondary materials that may cover such topics.  [26:  Glamorgan Archives, Bishop Hughes to Retire, 1930, Report of the retirement of Joshua Pritchard Hughes as Bishop of Llandaff, DLDC/ F/ 4]  [27:  Glamorgan Archives, Appointment of the Dean of Llandaff, 19th century, Report of the appointment of the Dean of Llandaff, DLDC/ F/ 10]  [28:  Glamorgan Archives, W. H. Hutton, The Guardian, Richard Watson, the Bishop of Llandaff, 1782- 1816, 30th August 1903, Articles on Richard Watson, Bishop of Llandaff, DLDC/ F/ 14] 

Similarly, a newspaper coverage of the destroyed bell tower that Robert Griffiths commented on (above) was included in this archival bundle.[footnoteRef:29] The newspaper clipping was written decades later in 1923 reporting its restoration. For a historian, this particular newspaper clipping helps to continue the story in regard to the artefacts belonging to the diocese and in this case, provides a conclusion to the bell’s chronology, which is still exhibited to this day.  [29:  Glamorgan Archives, J.P. Grant, Historic Ruins Now Restored to View, 1923,  Article on the old bell- tower of Llandaff, DLDC/ F/ 16] 


Conclusion
The archival sources reveal a complex system and commentary of leadership within Llandaff Cathedral and its diocese. For a historian wishing to study this topic, the range of material above reveal a series of themes running through the diocese’s timeline. For instance, heritage appears to be interpreted as a legal and automatic right to land, property, and position of power within the diocese. Additionally, diocesan rights regarding power, finances, and theological practises have been influenced and challenged by historical socio- political movements over the centuries. However, without confirmation from the original authors, analysing the content of these archives first- hand has presented many challenges in terms of being sure that what is being interpreted as truth [in this assignment] is indeed accurate. 
For instance, many of the archives are handwritten and therefore, there is an elevated risk of misreading words that may alter interpretation. Additionally, many of the archives above may not have been reviewed before; meaning that without validation from previous academic analysis, there is added responsibility to ensure that the primary sources are being accurately represented. Furthermore, logistically, because of the sheer volume of physical archives, reviewing all available material in order to provide an accurate representation of truth is, in itself, a challenge. However, having digital copies of archives has proven invaluable because it means that a wide range of material can be more immediately accessible. 
Another challenge presented was being mindful of the validity and reliability of the archive’s content. Since many of the examples above involved timelines and chronologies of diocesan events, this is information that a historian would want to be certain of and therefore, taking these above primary sources at face value would risk passing on misinformation to others. Therefore, using scholarly work along with other examples of secondary sources (e.g. newspaper clippings) to verify the content of these primary sources would be prudent before publishing work on this topic. 
Recognising themes may prompt further research to investigate findings. For instance, since limited finances seem to be a common theme, perhaps the above evidence may prompt an inquiry into the different sums of money given to different dioceses; or compare the quantity of wealth between Welsh and English diocese to investigate whether any socio- political events may have prompted a discrepancy. 
To conclude therefore, when using archives as a researching tool, there are many key considerations to be mindful of, such as: content, themes, and interpretation; the accessibility of archives both analytically and physically; their validity and reliability as evidence; and their significance within the wider spectrum of academia. 
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The National Archives:
SPS12/ 66/ 29, f.90 r- 90v (Reformation in Wales, 26th January 1570) (1)
Wales
Glamorgan Archives:
DLDC/ A/ 11 (Notes for early chapters of proposed cathedral and diocesan history, c 1291- 1898, Joseph Earle Ollivant) (2-3)
DLDC/ A/ 13 (Scrapbook containing notes on cathedral and diocesan history nd., Joseph Earle Ollivant) (4)

DLDC/A/ 30 (Petition concerning ornaments Rubric, position of celebrant and Athanisan creed, 1875) (5-6)

DLDC/ F/ 4 (Report of the retirement of Joshua Pritchard Hughes as Bishop of Llandaff, 1930) (7)

DLDC/ F/ 9 (Correspondence concerning the claim to earldom of Llandaff, 1898)

DLDC/ F/ 10 (Report of the appointment of the Dean of Llandaff, 19th century)

DLDC/ F/ 14 (Articles on Richard Watson, Bishop of Llandaff, 30th August 1903, W.H. Hutton, The Guardian)

DLDC/ F/ 16 (Article on the old bell tower of Llandaff, 1923, JP Grant)

The National Library of Wales:
NLW MS 17110E (Liber Landavenis, 1120-1134) (8)







Visual Material
London
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(8)  https://www.library.wales/discover-learn/digital-exhibitions/manuscripts/the-middle-ages/the-book-of-llandaff
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