The distinction between primary and secondary qualities

John Locke, An Essay Concerning Human Understanding [http://www.earlymoderntexts.com/authors/locke.html]
Summary of relevant passages in Locke

Book II Chapter viii: ‘Some further points about our simple ideas’
1-8 Making the distinction between our experience (‘ideas’) and what in the object causes that experience (‘qualities’)

9-10  Qualities inseparable from bodies; that it can’t lose however it alters: ‘primary’. Qualities that are nothing in bodies but powers to produce sensation in us: ‘secondary’.

11-12  The mechanism by which bodies produce ideas in us. We don’t have direct contact with them; particles travel from the body to us.

13 Same with sqs, without resemblance. No mystery how God could engineer this.

14 Sqs are powers, dependent on pqs

15 Summary statement of p/s distinction.

16 Argument: what reason to say warmth really in fire but pain not?

17 Restatement of distinction, with a dash of the argument of 16

18 Re-run of 16 – challenge to produce grounds for claim heat in the manna but sickness not.

19 Argument: bodies have no colour in the dark; so…. 

20 Argument: pound an almond …

21 This theory explains why water can feel hot to one hand and cold to the other. (No analogous phenomenon for shape.)

22 Ramble

23 Restatement of distinction between three kinds of qualities

24 Bald statement that what true of third kind equally true of second.

25-6 Omitted

Book II Chapter xxiii

9 Restatement of distinction between three kinds of qualities

10 Restatement of line on sqs. (I guess in this kind of statement we see clearly the influence of the science.)

11 When you look down a microscope the colours change or disappear. Who knows what we would see if we had still sharper eyes. (A mixture of science and assumption closer look more accurately see.)
