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AIM(S)

· To enable students to examine how the environment is assessed so that evidence-based policy decisions can be formulated.  In particular students will critically appraise the application of Impact Assessments and Ecological Footprints.


LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:

1. Critically appraise ecological footprints and their application to environmental management.

2. Critically assess an Impact Assessment.

3. Evaluate and critique environmental assessment and policy practice interface.


INDICATIVE CONTENT

· What and why do we need to assess the environment?

· Historic background to Impact Assessment and their influence on the natural and human environment.
· 
· Land-use planning: a 21st century assessment.

· Environmental impact: prediction and qualitative/quantitative assessment.

· Planning, compensation and mitigation.

· Ecological and carbon footprints: ‘Where’ did they come from and ‘where’ are they going?

· How to use, apply and evaluate REAP.

· Ecological footprints and integrated coastal zone management.

· Ecological footprints and their use in events management.

· Socio economic deprivation and the ecological footprints.

· Ecological footprints: From individual to global.


LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Lectures will introduce the students to the concepts, principles and practices. Tutorials and seminars will introduce practical examples which will be used to support the application, discussion, and critical evaluation of techniques learned. Case studies will also be used to develop understanding and application of the techniques. Computer practicals will develop proficiency in use of software.

The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	60
	30

	Independent learning
	140
	70

	Placement learning
	0
	0

	TOTAL
	200
	100



ASSESSMENT
This module will be assessed via an academic research report and traditional essay format

Assessment Component 1 – (50%)

Coursework	Report (2500 words)
A critical evaluation of how ecological footprints can be used to evaluate human demographic patterns of environmental impact and inform associated environmental strategies.

NB this is an assessment of the tool and its application not specifically the topic chosen

Exemplar:

1. Individuals bring to class 3 ideas that they would like to research that comply with the task description.  Examples will be provided by the tutor to initiate the process.

2. Organise and minute a group committee/meeting which discusses the short list of ideas/hypotheses that could be researched using REAP Petite software.

3. The meeting needs to agree via negotiation a short list of 3.

4. A STV vote will then determine the class topic.

5. A classic academic article format should be used based on the Journal of Coastal Management.

Each student will do 5 REAP Petite interviews in a ‘community’ directed by the committee discussion. 
Assessment Component 2 – (50%)

Coursework 	EIA Report (2500 words)

Exemplar:
Identify a construction project that has been required to provide an EIA with its planning application. Critically evaluate the EIA, and the predicted environmental effects against those actually occurring.
It is important that you discuss current legislations efficacy in protecting the natural and human environment.

Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	0

	Coursework
	100

	Practical
	0

	TOTAL
	100%









EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD)

	Does the module contribute to ESD?
	Yes 


	
	No  


	If yes please provide brief details (no more than 100 words):

The pressures and requirements placed upon the environment is a key component of sustainable development and hence assessment of environmental issues is central to devising solutions. The focus of this module is environmental impact assessment and carbon foot printing which are both fundamental corollaries to successful sustainable development. The module hence not only identifies sustainable assessment tools but also develops a detailed reflective examination of how best to apply these tools for sustainability.
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