Critically analyse how one ‘hot topic’ has been covered by the media in the last six months. As well as referencing all of the media sources that you use you should also make reference to appropriate research and theory where possible.
This essay will critically analyse how one hot topic from the past six months has been covered by the media. I have chosen the Hot Topic surrounding the re-classification and legislation of cannabis for medical use in the UK. Legalisation of Cannabis (Medicinal Purposes) Bill 2017-19 was introduced to parliament on 10th October 2017, if approved the bill will allow the production, supply, possession and use of cannabis and cannabis resin for medicinal and connected purposes.(parliament.uk/bills)) A former home office minister has appealed to the government to issue a special License for Alfie Dingley, a six year old who suffers from epilepsy (Deacon M) (Wire P). Cannabis has been legalised for medical use in thirty states in America research has concluded that there are many beneficial therapeutic effects (Bianchi A) and research reveals that cannabis does not have the negative effect on the brain as was previously thought (M Grohol), there is more of a lean towards acceptance of this drug as a treatment for neurological disorders and pain relief. The Tory government who currently holds power in the UK has stated that they are not ready to consider making the Cannabis legal, however in todays’ technological and global communitive age the power structure and influence have changed, information and influence is from bottom up and also has a sideways flow and those at the bottom tend to be more (Cockin S) This essay will critically analyse how the ‘Hot Topic of Cannabis legislation has been covered by the Media in the past six months. I have cited an article from 2008 to show the contrast of how the topic was being discussed compared to present day publications. 

A former home office minister has appealed to the government to issue a special License for Alfie Dingley, a six year old who suffers from epilepsy, enduring up to 30 seizures a day Alfie has previously used cannabis based medicine from Holland. Patrick Stewart has also joined the campaign to request parliaments issue of a special license so he can be treated with cannabis oil which, although licensed for specific conditions ((Deacon M, Wire P) the use and growth of cannabis and cannabis based products is illegal in the UK despite being the main grower and distributor of medical cannabis globally (Will E) With the apparent success with legalising medical cannabis in Colorado, Oregon, Washington, Uruguay, Peru and Columbia (Bianci A) and research revealing that cannabis does not have a  negative effect on the brain as was previously thought (Grohol M), there is more of  a lean towards acceptance of this drug as a treatment for Multiple sclerosis, epilepsy pain relief and other neurological disorder within the media, papers like The Times are blaming the ‘fear’ of cannabis for the unnecessary suffering of people like Alfie Dingley (Smyth C) BBC ran a story celebrating the approval from the All Wales Medical Strategy Group (AWMSG) for the use of SATIVEX, a cannabis based drug in Wales claiming it to be the first country in the United Kingdom to be able to offer an alternative to powerful addictive pharmaceutical alternatives although the risks of a criminal record and further exclusion is highlighted  (Smith M) 
Historically Cannabis was classified as a class B drug under the drug misuse Act 1971 (Gov) In 2000 the Blair Government agreed cannabis should be legalised for medical purposes and in 2008 approved it’s reclassification to a class C following a report from the Home Affairs Select Committee (HASC) and advice from the Advisory Council on the miss-use of drugs (ACMD). However this decision was reversed in 2008 and the reclassification of cannabis back to a grade B was approved by Jacqui Smith,  The Independent and the BBC and The Independent highlighted that recommendations from ACMD had been ignored and that there is no hard evidence that the stronger forms of cannabis, skunk, has a detrimental effect on mental health  (McGee R & Williams S et al)Morris N, Brown C) Ten years on and the war on drugs has been a failure, it is claimed the drug trade funds terrorism (Evens T) The United Nations International control board (INCB) stated that any country legalizing cannabis is in ‘clear violation  of international drug control treaties’ although they approve the use of medical cannabis for medical use they criticise countries like Jamaica who legalized cannabis as part of the Rastafarian religion in 2015(INCB) (Revesz R), The Independent rejoices this with the report on the introduction of cannabis kiosks in Jamaican airports (Revesz R 2018), and with the inevitable legislation in Canada, the board are concerned that legalisation will provide an ‘easy gateway for global drug traffickers’. (Havelka J). The discourse around the legislation within the media has however shared the same narratology moving from one equilibrium to the other forcing an ideology into dominance (Gerbner G )  Papers like The Mirror, The Mail and the BBC are all using ‘Buzz’ words like ‘Super Strength Cannabis’ to highlight the fact that 94% of all cannabis seizures during 2016 were considered to be high in THC (Roberts M) (Meyjes T)) (Cunningham C) which has previously been linked to a higher risk of psychotic mental health episodes (CAMH 2013) although research from Washington State University has concluded that one puff of cannabis high in CBD and low in THC significantly reduce symptoms of depression (Cuttler C et al)  Java research indicates that previous studies may have overstated the cognitive deficits associated with cannabis use (Scott J & lomiak S et al) nonetheless At the dominant hegemonic position the preferred or intended meaning that the streets are rife with high potency cannabis is understood (Hall S) In the message alongside the subtext, the narrative which surrounds the reclassification of cannabis is that legalising cannabis will protect society from the super strength alternative (Cousin J, Filbey F et al)
The production, dissemination and consumption of News from internet based services is vastly different to the broadcasted or printed news, mainly due to the ability to contribute comments, 84% of internet readers of news articles had reported reading the comments accompanying the articles at least once a week (Na & Rhee, 2008) Online newspapers have ‘most commented’ and ‘most viewed’ articles, research has found that the readers perception of the publics opinion and their own personal opinion is altered by the user generated comments (Kim & Sun, Lee & Jang, 2010) Interestingly studies have shown that social background does not affect access to social media platforms (Tian X ) (Micheli M) some studies state that low income or racial minorities are more likely to create and participate in the web environments (Blank, G ) Further studies show that more than half of the cannabis users in America fall below the median wage bracket (Bolivar L) Within social media networking sites there is an apparent confusion on the discourse  of cannabis, Facebooks new Community standards booklet es guidelines detailing how the platform is governed, after a campaign to remove cannabis related accounts and posts on facebook and Instagram in 2016 (Hesse J 2016; McAlone m; Revesz R; Erdahl K Breen M ) Facebook have reassessed things, yet cannabis is still addressed under a subsection of the category ‘violence and criminal behaviour’ , this means that any material discussing or depicting cannabis will be automatically  detected by a keyword flagger and filtered out, even though there is a vast potential of slang words to describe cannabis and it’s various forms. However Facebooks policy states that you are not allowed to advertise the sale or use of illegal, prescription or recreational drugs yet advocacy and educational content is fine (www.facebook.com/communitystandards). There are also new social platforms developed especially for cannabis users; Massroots, Social High, Buds and High there, If platforms like twitter, YouTube and Facebook are using the same policies to filter out cannabis speech there is a risk of cannabis users being excluded and pushed out to these new platforms who would have less restrictive policies in terms of what you may post (Massroots policy). However studies have shown that teenagers who use cannabis react to social exclusion more positively than those who do not use it (Jodi M) 
An assembly debate is a step in the right direction, however attitudes towards cannabis need to change. As the cannabis community is pushed away from larger social media sites the discussion about cannabis is at risk of being. There does not appear to be a dichotomy surrounding this discourse, although the Tory government is against the legislation of cannabis even for medical use. The internet has developed within itself a new form of communication, a platform for the underclass, for the excluded and the minorities to network and bridge like never before and rhetoric surrounding the discourse of cannabis legislation cannot be suppressed, flagged and deleted. The publics views are being shaped by the public, newspapers have lost their credibility to a certain extent and the internet has become a new kind of media outlet spanning across all ideologies.
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