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The Mbuti are a hunter gather group that live “in the densely forested parts of the Congo Basin”[footnoteRef:1](King, 2018), while the “term San is a broader appellation, used to describe a group of foraging peoples living in southern Africa and sharing language features.” (Lee, 1993) Arguably the most well known group contained within the San people is that of the Ju/’hoansi of the Dobe area. [1: ] 

Mbuti huts have a lattice of banana leaves which acts as a roof to keep the rain out, and often it would be covered with “dead wood and branches to hold the leaves flat” (Turnbull, 1974). These materials are easily sourced from the forest surrounding them and links back to their belief that the forest provides for them. From Turnbull’s observation of the Mbuti it seems that the village is organised by the “little jealousies” (Turnbull, 1974) within the camp, and the entrances of the huts were often pointed “in different directions, towards their friends or relatives” (Turnbull, 1974); there is still structure though, with the camp in question being made up of about “twenty-five huts… forming two circles” (Turnbull, 1974).
In contrast, a “Ju/’hoan encampment consists of grass huts arrange roughly in a circle, constructed around an area of clearing in the center.” (Peters-Golden, 2006) Huts are constructed swiftly, located near water holes and other resources within a day’s walk that can be exploited. Due to the differing climates of the Congo and southern Africa, the Ju/’hoansi will build houses in different fashions, depending on the season, while the Mbuti have far less variation in weather that would affect their day to day life. For example, Ju/’hoan “huts built for use during the rainy season are constructed with thickly thatched roofs to provide shelter from the punishing rains” (Peters-Golden, 2006), while during dry seasons, they camp near permanent water holes to ensure resources needed to survive, often setting up camp “without building shelter of any kind.” (Peters-Golden, 2006) However, similarly to the Mbuti, a traditional Ju/’hoansi camp would arrange huts in a circular shape so that they faced each other.
Water is seemingly abundant for the Mbuti, and so they occasionally move around to find other resources, while the entire Ju/’hoan way of life is based around water. There are ten water holes across the Kalahari desert, and the “Ju/’hoansi divide the year unto five seasons, characterized by differing patterns of rainfall” (Peters-Golden, 2006), moving from temporary water hole to permanent water hole depending on the season. They rely on watering holes not only for the obvious, but also to attract prey for them to hunt and even as a source of foraging plants – for example, a staple of the Ju/’hoan diet is mongongo, a protein-rich nut found abundantly on tree near every water hole” (Peters-Golden, 2006).
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