



Crime prevention is a widely researched topic that many people and academics have added their opinions and theories to. The United Nations (2022) believe that crime prevention methods are not only effective in stopping crime but they also, there are several different types of crime prevention methods. The first method that is used to prevent crime Is situational crime prevention. This specific prevention method requires police to study the areas in which certain crimes are taking place. College of Policing, (2022). Clarke (1979). States that this crime prevention method requires police to focus their efforts in certain areas to increase the risk and make it difficult for criminals to engage in their criminal activity.  The University of Chicago Press. The theory of situational crime prevention is solely based of three theories. Situational crime prevention theories tend to be more popular amongst local councils and business to prevent theft and vandalism. When the police are implementing these situation crime prevention methods, they need to carry out research into where are the crime hotspots and what crimes are being committed in this area. Australian Institute of Criminology, (2003). 

The first theory that this the rational choice theory. The rational choice is one that states that when there is an opportunity to commit a crime the motivation for committing said crime from the criminal dramatically increases. Felson, M, Clarke, R (1998). This crime prevention method also works if the effort the offender must go through in order to commit the offence is increased by the methods taken to prevent the crime. Arizona State University (2022). An example of a method that is used to increase the effort the offenders have to go through in order to commit the crime is putting up large fences around businesses to stop thieves.  This theory states that criminals methodically think about the risk to reward ratio to before they commit their crime to see if it is worth it. Rasmussen University (2020) states that situational crime prevention is based on four main principles. The first of these principles requires police and organisations to study and analyse what criminals think about and how they chose what crimes to commit. Another component of this theory is that what types of crimes offenders are being committed need to be studied in more detail to gain a greater understanding of what opportunities are arising so that they can look at stamping out those opportunities to help prevent these crimes from happening in the first place. They also believe that police need to create what is known as an opportunity structure. To gather the information to have a successful structure they need to speak to the offender and the victim so the police can put together a way in which the offenders committed the crime. The final Principle that Rasmussen University (2020) state is important is that the police must then use the three principles as stated above and use them to create techniques they can use to reduce crime and stop the offenders from being motivated to commit the crimes by making the reward does not outweigh the reward. 

The Second theory that situational crime prevention theory is based on is called the routine activities theory. College of Policing (2022). This theory comes from the Cohen v Felson (1979). And it states that this theory is based on three main principles which are a potential offender of the offence, a suitable target in the eyes of the offender and the lack of a guardian of the target in question. Kitteringham and Fennelly (2020). An example of this would be a sports car is left unattended near a car theft. Even though the theory states there have to be a lack of an opinion for this theory to come into place that does not necessarily mean owner it could mean, a security guard or a physical guardian such as a lock to protect the target from being stolen. Bruton (2020). 

The final theory that surrounds situational crime prevention is the lifestyle theory. This theory states that a person’s lifestyle, social activities, and friendship group increases the risk of them being involved in criminality. Bruinsma and Weisburd (2018). This theory states that the people that criminals tend to involve themselves with also, tend to conduct criminal activity and involve themselves with that lifestyle. An example of this behaviours would be gang culture especially amongst youths. 

Even though this crime prevention is used to prevent crime, some believe and argue that situational crime prevention only works effectively for preventing non-violent crimes such as robbery and theft. however, some people and organisations believe that this prevention method is not useful for preventing violent crimes such as homicide. Scottish Government (2014). However, this method of crime prevention has been used all over the globe in a bid to minimise and eradicate low level crimes from being committed such as littering and theft. Eck (2019). There are several examples of situation crime prevention that are in use around the world. One example of a situational crime prevention method that the Scottish government use is to increase surveillance in areas where crimes are more likely to take place. Scottish Government, (2014).   This method of preventing crime is an affective one because it means that there is added risk that the offenders have to think about before they commit the crime, and that risk may put them off the idea of committing the crime. Another effective method of affecting crime is by reducing the reward for the offender. TA method that is used to reduce the reward is removing the target all together. Criminal Justice (2022). This method is affective because the removal of the target completely eradicates the crime because there is no crime to commit. 

There are several benefits to this crime prevention method, one advantage of this way of preventing crime is the fact that in some cases it takes little effort to maintain the tactics. An example of this is if a building adds shutters around its windows to prevent people from braking in then there is little to no need for a security guard. This is an advantage because it means that businesses will have to pay less money in order to maintain their security. Another benefit of situational crime prevention is the fact that it can be easy to implement and maintain this is because putting up street lights and barriers are easy to maintain instead of running a team of security guards. 

Another crime prevention method that is in use is called development crime prevention. This theory states that the behavioural patterns that a person has links back to stuff they learned through the development period if their life. And this theory was put forward by Tremblay and Craig (1995). Welsh and Farrington (2012). This means that Welsh and Ferrington believe that during the informative years of an individual is where they learn their behaviours. This theory supports the idea that if an individual is involved or surrounded by criminality in their teenage and informative years, they are more likely to partake in criminal activity in the future. Homel, R (2010) states that preventing crime through via the development crime prevention method requires scientific methods that are passed on to schools and families and communities that will cooperate in this method of crime prevention. United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (2022). It can be argued that this method of crime preventing can be implemented through education, improved parenting or intervening with children’s wrongful actions early on in life. Tremblay & Craig (1995). Even though this method is widely researched it can be argued that this method is not guaranteed to work. This is because even though you can invest money and improve education especially amongst the younger generation there is no controlling what they do in their free time. However, an advantage of this particular method is that it increases the knowledge and understanding among the community on how to prevent crime and what actions parents, schools and communities can take to give the younger generation the best chance of avoiding criminality. Another advantage to this method is the fact that it could be cost effective. This is the case because it can be integrated within the education system so therefore this information will be available for free through schools and community centres. 

In conclusion even though both methods of crime prevention have the advantages and disadvantages it could be argued that for preventing low level crime situation crime prevention is the most effective form of crime prevention. This is because this method increases the risk and lowers the reward for the criminals to make it more difficult to commit the crime. However, development crime prevention could have more success in preventing more violent crime because educates the younger generation on avoiding situations where they are surrounded by people and situations that can influence them to commit crime. 
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