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In this essay the writer will be critically discussing barriers to engagement in education in Ethiopia. The writer will take into account Global Perspectives and refer to local and global policies. 
The writer will be focusing on two broad areas of barriers to education for children in Ethiopia, Poverty and Culture. 
        It is important to have a global perspective because we live in a globalised world. It is vital for everyone to understand how the rest of the world works around us, broadening our sense of ‘normal’. It is important to open the eyes of everyone from all parts of the world, as we are all connected through trade, travel, politics etc, to see how other countries operate in the world, whether their situation is better or worse than ours. (Trovall, 2017)
        Ethiopia is a country in East Africa, with a population of over 90 million people, 44% aged 0-14, 53% aged 15-65 and 3% aged 66+, with more than 90 ethnic and linguistic groups living within it. It’s annual population growth stands at 2.6%. According to The World Bank In Ethiopia (2019) Ethiopia is one of the most in-poverty countries in the world with an average annual income of $783 per person, but aims to reach lower middle class status by 2025. 
Ethiopia is one of the least urbanised countries in the world with only approximately 19% of its population living in urban areas. 
According to Humanium (n.d) Ethiopia’s mortality rate for under 5’s is 41%. 
40% of children are out of school due to poverty, for every 100 boys in school there are only 77 girls. (Boyle, 2016)
     Sustainable Development Goals are 17 goals set out by the United Nations General Assembly to reach by a certain time frame. The SDG’s are goals in which all countries must aim for to create prosperity whilst also protecting the planet. (United Nations Development Programme, n.d)
The fourth SDG goal is quality education. They state that by 2030 all countries should ensure all children complete free, equitable and quality education. 
United Nations Development Programme (n.d) stated that “despite progress the world failed to meet the MDG by 2015.” So in 2016 new goals were set for 2030.
According to Boyle (2016) although so far the education system is now compulsory and free, there are still only 60% of children enrolled in full time education, and nearly 2/5 children in Ethiopia still out of school due to poverty. (Unicef Ethiopia 2016)
Boyle (2016) states that with poor facilities and underprivileged backgrounds it creates a barrier to children getting a high quality education still. 
The United Kingdom has many strategies in relation to the 4th SDG, which makes education accessible for all, especially children in poverty. 
The UK offer free transport to school, grants to low income families for uniforms, breakfast clubs, free school meals to low income families, free textbooks/stationary and free personal hygiene products. (Education International, 2018)
      Firstly, the writer is going to address the barriers to education that poverty in Ethiopia causes. 
In 1994/95 49.5% of families in Ethiopia were below the poverty line, living in absolute poverty. This has now dropped to 30.7% but is still a major problem for families who wish to send their children to school. (Emily Gretland, 2014, p. 30) 
With over 100,000 children of school age in Ethiopia and a very low budget, this equates to less than a dollar per year per child, resulting in minimal resources available in school to educate the children who can make it. (Emily Gretland, 2014, p.30) 
Poverty not only affects the schools and what they can offer but families too. (Gretland, 2014, p. 31) 
Lack of finances means that families living in poverty may not even be able to afford to send their children to school, although most schools are free to attend, there is still the added costs of stationary, textbooks and clothes/uniforms.
As they transition to secondary school the cost only increases for some. Secondary schools in Ethiopia do not tend to be located close to poverty stricken areas in Ethiopia, so if their children have to walk far distances to get to school, especially girls who are at a higher risk of being abused or raped on the walk to school, parents would have to look into finding them accommodation close to the school for their own safety, adding to the costs of school.  (Emily Gretland, 2014)
Child poverty is an outcome of poverty in Ethiopia.
According to the Child Labour Survey Report in 2001, 49.03% of children aged 5-14 are involved in child labour and 2/3 do not attend school at all due to this. (Emily Gretland, 2014, p. 33)
Children living in poverty are sometimes required to do chores for the family to support the family income, e.g. collecting water and attending to the livestock. 
Although, the children who are not forced into child labour and do attend school can also experience barriers in their education. If a family is living in absolute poverty, and their only income is from the work of the father, they are not going to be making a lot of money to buy food, or decent beds, especially in households with more than one child. Lack of enough food will lead to malnutrition and lack of good sleep will lead to sleep deprivation, they can also, in extreme cases become disabled due to lack of medication, affecting the concentration of the child in school, therefore creating a barrier to their learning. 
This is supported by Malsows theory of The Heirarchy of Needs, which is a theory, which describes human motivation. In Maslows theory he created a pyramid of human needs which he split into physical needs, such as water, food and warmth and the further he progressed up the pyramid it became less about need and more about want with the top of the pyramid showing self fulfilment needs. Maslow stated that children need to fulfil each need on each level before they’re able to progress any further. E.g. without basic needs of food and water they will not be able to fully achieve psychological needs like friendships and feelings of accomplishment (Rakowski, 2011) which is the case in poverty stricken areas, without food and water, a child will not be able to accomplish effectively in education. 
      There are many Government goals set to be met for the whole world with regards to the effects of poverty and Ethiopia has implemented many policies and interventions to be able to meet these goals. 
    The African Charter on the rights and welfare of the child, article 15 states every child shall be protected from all forms of economic exploitation and any work that is hazardous or interferes with a child’s physical, mental, spiritual, moral or social development. 
Government parties state they will provide appropriate penalties and sanctions to ensure enforcement of this article, they also state that they will promote the spreading of information on the hazards of child labour to all sectors of the community. (African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, n.d) 
According to the statistics found on the Ethiopian National Child Labour Survey this is not effective, almost 1/3 of all children are still not in school because they’re either expected to do chores (18.7%) or expected to generate household income (9.5%) (Woldehanna, 2008, pp. 3-4).
      The UNCRC, article 28 ‘rights to education’ state the rights a child has to education. 
They state in addressing this they will make all primary education and compulsory and free to all, encourage the development of secondary education, making it accessible for all children and take appropriate measures such as the introduction of free education and offering financial assistance if needed, make all educational information accessible to all children and to take measures to encourage regular attendance at school and reduce drop out rates. (Children and young peoples commisioner, n.d)
This was also stated in the Education for all goal number 2, which was to ensure by 2015 all children have access to a completely free and compulsory primary education. 
To address this The Ethiopian Government created The Education Sector Development Programme. Which was created in regards to the education and training policy 1994. It is a national strategic framework for achieving the goals of Education for All and the SDGs, which led to significant progress in education. 
In 2012 Ethiopia was said to be one of the countries that had made the most rapid progress towards the Education For All goal number 2 in the Global Monitoring Report. (VoaNews, 2012)
These goals of free education for all were not met in 2015 so new goals had to be set to achieve by 2030, which Ethiopia again are working towards. (United Nations Development Programme, 2015)
Even with children who are able to attend school in Ethiopia, effective education is still a far reach for them as poverty is still causing a barrier to education for them. 
A child in an Ethiopian school said “Because there weren’t enough textbooks for everyone at my school, my three friends and I used to have to share our textbooks or try to copy as many pages as possible everyday just to do our homework.” (The World Bank, 2015)
    Number 4 SDG goal ‘quality education’ states by 2030 all countries should ensure equal access for all to affordable and quality technical, vocational and tertiary education, including university. 
The Ethiopian Education Foundation introduced the EEF Scholarship, which selects promising pupils and provides them with excellent secondary schooling, which aims to lead them to university. (ethiopian education foundation, 2017)
There are currently 100 children from the programme at university, which are big results for Ethiopia but this is still minimal compared to the 22% of the UK population that progress to university. 
This is proved to be ineffective as majority of girls in Ethiopia are unable to transition to secondary and tertiary school due to distance, personal security and economic challenges. Only 35% of university students are female, 5% of which drop out in the first year. (Lynch, 2019)
Although poorer children getting into university is also a problem in the UK, there are still more means of getting these pupils into university, making the UK statistics higher. (Barker, 2016) 
UK universities offer different opportunities to benefit these children such as, grants which students receive according to their household income and do not have to pay back, student finance which they only have to pay back once they earn enough to, and accommodation provided which is paid for with student finance. 
    The number 1 SDG goal is no poverty. They state that by 2030 every country must eliminate poverty, this is all people living on less than $1.25 a day. 
To achieve this the Government of Ethiopia implemented the Growth and Transformation Plan II, which was to focus on eliminating poverty by focusing on addressing the needs of vulnerable people. (Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, 2017, p. 12)
 Through research it has become apparent that this is not 100% effective as of yet because although poverty has reduced in Ethiopia (Teshome, n.d) there are still over 22 million people living in poverty in Ethiopia today. (Ethiopia, 2018)
         Another barrier to education for children in Ethiopia is the cultural beliefs of their families and the community. Social-cultural factors such as social, cultural norms and traditional practices create a huge barrier to effective education for children in Ethiopia. 
In different cultures they have different ideas about the existence of children, children are expected to play a big role in the supporting of their families everyday lives. Traditionally in these cultures, boys help with farming and the protection of their live stock and girls should assist their mothers with the cooking, cleaning, fetching of water and looking after their younger siblings, which is a big factor in the absences of these children in school, once they have done half a day of what we would describe as adult chores, they are then too tired to attend school.
Vygotskys sociocultural theory of development can be linked to this, he states that a person’s cognitive development is influenced by their surrounding culture as learning is a social process. It states that cultural beliefs and attitudes widely affect how instruction and learning take place. This is applied in regards to how culture can be a barrier to the education of children in Ethiopia. Parent’s cultural influences can have an affect on how or if a child learns. (Kozulin, 2003, p.19)
 In a focus group created in an Ethiopian school, four girls expressed that they spend most of their day doing chores, sometimes as much as 6-7 hours, leaving no time to attend school. One girl interestingly stated that her brothers do not spend half as much time doing chores as her, and even when they do chores, such as seeing to the cattle, this job is not as physically demanding all the time, like girls chores tend to be and therefore they can find time to study in a field. (Gretland, 2014, p. 40)
This brings the writer to the next factor of culture and the barriers it causes children in Ethiopia, which is gender inequality. In the cultures of Ethiopia women and girls have very low socioeconomic status and girls under 18 will often have to endure harmful traditional practices such as female genital mutilation, underage marriage and even abduction. (Gretland, 2014, p. 34)
Families who practice these religions are almost ignorant to the benefits education of girls can do for society, their culture for years has preached the low status of women and this will be practiced for years to come. 
According to Hyde (2005, p. 12) there is a huge gap between the percentage of girls and boys enrolled in rural schools, according to their table, in primary schools in Ethiopia 39.2% are girls and 60.8% are boys and in secondary schools, 29.9% are girls and 70.1% are boys. 
Another aspect of culture that creates a barrier to education is the lack of female role models for these girls, their mothers are brought up in this culture, either born into it or married into it, and even if they did not believe it was right they would not want to upset the status quo, so instead they teach their girls the same values they were taught, giving them no one to push them for a better life through education. (Hyde, 2005, p. 12)
The Education for all goal number 5, is to eliminate gender disparities in education, with focus on ensuring girls full and equal access to and achievement in basic education of good quality by 2015 which they did not meet, so the same goal was set again in aim for achieving in 2030. (UNESCO, n.d)
      The African charter of the rights and welfare of the child, article 21 ‘protection against harmful social and cultural practices states that state parties should take all appropriate measures to eliminate harmful social and cultural practices affecting the welfare, dignity, normal growth and development of a child. Government Parties state in particular practices prejudicial to health or life of a child and those that are discriminatory to the child, in regards to sex and other status.
This article also states child marriage and engagement to be married will be prohibited. They will enforce effective action and legislation to specify the minimum age of marriage to be 18 years old and to ensure registration of all marriages is in an official registry compulsory. (African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, n.d)
The Ethiopian Government introduced The National Strategy on Harmful Practices in 2013 to address this, which emerged from the existing Growth and Transformation Plan which included targets on how reduce child marriage, abduction and female genital mutation. (The global partnership to end child marriages, n.d)
Although according to Gretland (2014, p. 34) this hasn’t been effective as it is still going on today, 74% of women have undergone female genital mutilation, 41% of girls are married before their 18th birthday, 8% of married girls or women have been abducted into their marriage and 68% believe that their husbands have every right to beat them. These are statistics found recently which show the treatment girls have undergone over the years and still undergo due to their cultures attitudes toward them.
      SDG goal number 4 ‘quality education’ specifies by 2030 all countries must ensure that all youth and a substantial proportion of adults both men and women achieve literacy and numeracy. 
So far the statistics have not changed rapidly, 82% of Ethiopian woman are illiterate compared to 58% of men (UNESCO, n.d) and according to The World Bank (n.d) as of 2015 there are 871,716 boys out of education and 1,349,738 girls, meaning that all pupils of Ethiopia are not gaining quality education and achieving competency in literacy and numeracy.  
       SDG goal number 5 ‘gender equality’ states that by 2030 all countries should end all forms of discrimination against all women and girls everywhere, eliminate all harmful practices, e.g. child marriages and female genital mutilation, and adopt and strengthen sound policies and legislation for the promotion of gender equality. 
This is also stated in The Ethiopian Constitution, article 35 ‘rights of women’ where they state women should have equal rights to men, both in enjoyment of rights and protection and marriage. They state the Government Parties shall enforce the right of women. Laws, customs and practices that oppress or cause bodily harm or mental harm to women are prohibited.   (GVI, n.d)
They addressed this by implementing The National Policy on Women.
A policy created by the Ethiopian Government to ensure full development and advancement of women and to modify laws that discriminate women. This policy ensures the Government implement policies and facilitate conditions suitable for active participation of women in a variety of factors including education. (K4Health, 1993)
They also introduced The education and training policy which was implemented to focus on expanding access to educational opportunities.   The   educational   reforms were   intended   to   achieve   universal   primary enrolment by 2015. 
Part of this policy included gender equality issues such as increasing girls school enrolment, preparing a gender sensitive curriculum and reducing girls dropout and repetition rates and addressing them. 
According to a recent paper wrote in the gaps in gender inequality, studies show the enrolment in both primary and secondary school is still significantly low for girls due to gender inequality issues. Gender inequality is still persistent in most schools, girls still experience sexual harassment, violence and a curriculum that fails to challenge gender stereotypes. 
“Less than 1 in every 5 girls get the chance to enrol in secondary education.” (Rainbow for the future, n.d)
Gender inequality is still a problem in the UK, according to Bousted (2017) sexism in school is getting worse in regards to sexual comments and sexualisation of females, but with regards to inequalities in education this is a lot better in the UK. Although stereotypical gender expectations still cause a barrier to achieving in certain aspects of education for both boys and girls, as stated by Doughty (2019) there are still a shortage of female science, technology, engineering and maths students due to these expectations but these expectations do not effect the opportunities in education for both girls and boys, especially girls, as supported by Gina (2018) who state “girls are already moving ahead of boys in their test scores. In the 2015 test scores, around 83% of girls achieved a level 4 or higher.” 

In conclusion to this essay the writer feels that poverty and cultural factors prove to be more of a problem to education than people may initially think. Ethiopia are greatly trying to overcome these barriers in regards to policies and interventions but their authority within these policies just does stand very well, especially when comparing to UK policies and interventions. 
The writer believes that to fully overcome these barriers once and for all that interventions must be created globally, and the world needs to contribute help in all ways they can, e.g. charities. 
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