In modern archaeology, one contentious issue is the interplay between hobbyist metal detectorists (HMDs) and archaeologists. What is the impact on each group? Is there constructive collaboration between these groups who have conflicting aims and goals? To answer these my research question will be ‘How do hobby metal detectorists impact the role of archaeology in modern Britain?’ 
I will use AI to identify the most respected journals on archaeology, increasing confidence in the quality of their peer reviewed articles, leading to more effective use of research time. Next, I will identify key words for the core question and incorporate them into Boolean operators on UWTSD Library and Google scholar search engines for my initial search. Subsequently I will read the abstracts/summaries to identify and select appropriate articles saving these to ‘refworks.’ To ascertain the HMD viewpoint if no article exists, I will interview/question some HMDs, incorporating their responses and highlight any bias in data.
After research, the essay will be structured as follows:
· Introduction & main summary of findings. 
· First section will describe the current situation including evolution of technology, motivation of HMDs and the law on finds. 
· Second section will evaluate the benefits of HMDs, identifying how they contribute to discovery of new sites and an increase in the number of finds. 
· Third section will analyse the negative impacts of HMDs, analysing the cost of compensation finds through Treasure payout scheme. It will describe the impact of undeclared finds and identify if it creates a surplus of finds for museums.
· Summary – evaluate findings and provide a summary that answers my question.

