Jacob Summers	500 Word Essay	10/10/2018
In 200 words write the story teller’s story and in 300 words explain, using appropriate evidence, whether the story supports or subverts Athenian mores.
Heracles, son of Amphitryon and slayer of the Hydra, was no ordinary mortal as we all know. However, in the ancient land of Egypt, Herodotus tells us, that Heracles was not just a hero but a god. The men of Egypt however do not know the Heracles of Greece. They believe that Heracles is much older than we do as they believe that the eight gods of Egypt changed to twelve, of whom they deem Heracles among them, was seventeen thousand years before the reign of Amasis. There are great and ancient temples in his honour, the one in Tyre is beautiful and richly decorated. It is a ‘great shrine that shone in the night’[footnoteRef:1]. The temple is as old as the city itself, much older than Heracles of Greece by two thousand three hundred years at least. Herodotus believes us foolish in the stories we tell of Heracles being sacrificed to Zeus by the Egyptians, who actually lives in accordance Egyptian and Tyrian religion as they have worshiped him as a god since the expansion of the Egyptian Pantheon of gods. This story shows us that we are the ignorant men who miss represent the customs and character of the great Egyptian peoples.  [1:  W. G. Waddell 2008:168] 

This tale is based on Herodotus’ Histories book 2 on the Egyptian people. The story of Heracles of Egypt was the story I chose as it would seem to subvert Athenian mores. In the Histories Herodotus said that “Nay, Heracles is a very ancient god in Egypt” [Hdt. 2. 43 (trans. Godley)], which I attemped to portray when I said, “was not just a hero but a god.”. This would subvert Athenian mores and Greek religion overall as the hero Heracles was a major figure in Greek mythology and if the figure of Heracles is actually from Egypt and god then Heracles couldn’t have been Greek in origin. This however did come from Herodotus a Greek historian from Halicarnasddus in the Persian Empire during the mid-fifth century BCE, thus having not been immersed in Egyptian religion for his entire life so he may have misunderstood this god. This also subverts Athenian mores as Herodotus a Greek man attempts to portray the Greek mythology on the Egyptians and Heracles as ‘ignorant’. This has got to badly affect Athenian mores on national identity and religion. This however was said by Herodotus who was born in the Persian Empire so the effect on the Athenian and Greeks mores on national identity may be limited as he could be deemed as Persian not Greek.
In conclusion, this tale of the Egyptian god Heracles could be quite subversive on Athenian mores on religion and national identity but would be somewhat limited in that effect as the man, Herodotus, could be deemed as Persian not Greek thus meaning that his effects on national identity wouldn’t matter as much as it would if he was an Athenian man.
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