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	Targets
	What I have done in this assignment

	Target 1:
	Give a brief outline of the assignment question, easier to see how your response engages with aim of module.
	I added the title given for this assignment at the top of my essay and sub-headings to indicate the different pedagogical principles as I respond to each.

	Target 2:
	You could develop criticality and further counter arguments across every aspect of your response.
	I have developed critical responses to all pedagogical principles furthering counter arguments.



Good teaching and learning involve employing a blend of approaches which includes direct teaching.
Good teaching and learning set tasks and select resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.
Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience.
                                                               (Pedagogy - Hwb (gov.wales)
Consider the 3 pedagogic principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to practices in education, showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle.

Successful futures, an ‘Independent Review of Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements in Wales’ was written by Graham Donaldson in 2015. The Welsh Government requested him to review the curriculum and education in Wales due to the results of the Pisa tests in which Wales had scored significantly low (Donaldson, 2015). This review contained the feedback of teachers, parents and pupils from around sixty schools. The findings gathered demonstrated that children felt that the curriculum at the time was out of date and that teachers felt they have no freedom when it comes to making decisions on what and how to teach (GOV, 2015). The recommendations within the successful futures review were used by the Government when creating the new curriculum for Wales. Donaldson’s recommendations contained six areas of learning (AoLEs) which would be incorporated into the three cross curricula areas (literacy, numeracy and digital competency) within the foundation learning framework (Newton, 2018). Donaldson also created twelve pedagogical principles which should underpin the new curriculum design. Pedagogy is the focus of the new curriculum; promoting a child-centred learning environment where children control their learning ensuring it begins with the interests and needs of every child (Langford, 2010). Piaget, a constructivism theorist, emphasises on the importance of a child centred learning environment. His theory demonstrates that children need active learning experiences and materials of their interest that will stimulate their learning based around the child’s cognitive development stage (Ültanir, 2012). Vygotsky, an additional constructivism theorist, supports Piaget’s views on the importance of a child centred learning environment. His theory highlights the importance of school practitioners having a deep understanding of how children learn and develop, however Vygotsky believed learning is a collaborative process (Derry, 2013). The pedagogical principles are used by schools when designing their curriculum to enable their learners to realise the four purposes of the curriculum. At the heart of the curriculum, a school's main aim is to develop ‘ambitious, capable learners, enterprising, creative contributors, ethical, informed citizens and healthy, confident individuals.’  The new curriculum for Wales is accessible for all learners and aims to holistically develop the learner in all aspects of their learning and growth (GOV, 2022). A holistic approach within education is now being increasingly recognised for how essential it is to recognise a ‘child’s social, physical, emotional, and spiritual development as it allows children to progress into well-rounded individuals (Isabelle, 2023).
Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching
One of the twelve pedagogical principles suggested by Donaldson is the ‘means of employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching’ (Donaldson, 2015). This could be interpreted as that within a classroom setting, there needs to be range of different ways of teaching the children a new skill or new information. This includes whole class work, group work, hands-on experiences, independent learning, enhanced provision as well as a direct teaching method. There is an importance for teachers to use a range of teaching strategies as educational practitioners recognise that this is the best way to ensure learners are engaged in learning (Best, 2023). This is important as psychologists, such as Vygotsky, believe learners must be engaged with the learning process to have the best outcomes in learning (Ngalonsa, Ocan, and Adyanga, 2024). Within the Foundation Learning setting, there are many opportunities to include a blend of approaches when teaching due to the learning needs of the young learners. 
Howard Gardener, a psychologist, demonstrates the importance of employing a blend of approaches when teaching. His theory of multiple intelligences demonstrates that children have eight intelligences which they can develop within education. In order for a child to reach each of the different intelligences, it requires a teacher to use a range of approaches within their teaching for a child’s different senses to engage (Gardner, 2011). However, Gardener's theory has had criticism due to it having a lack of empirical evidence supporting it. Educators have found his definitions of intelligence to be too broad to relate to their learners (Cherry, 2023). 
During my placement within Foundation Learning, I have work within a year two class. I obseved the class teacher begin her lesson by using the direct teaching method. The learners were sat together on the carpet which could also be considered whole class work. The objective of the lessons was to lean new Welsh nouns. The teacher used a drilling method to support the learners in remembering the new Welsh vocabulary and taught them a song containing the new vocabulary to aid their memory. This also allowed for cross curricula learning as it incorporated another area of learning, Expressive Arts.  Once evident the children were confident with the new words they had learnt, the teacher progressed onto the method of group work and learners were split into ability groupings. One group worked directly with the class teacher to practice using the new vocabulary within sentences, which would be considered as further direct teaching, whilst enhanced provision was provided for the other groups where the teacher set up planned activities for learners to complete in rotation. For example, one group used iPads to take photographs, uploading to SeeSaw and matching the images to the new vocabulary cards. Another group of learners wrote the vocabulary in the sand trays, working independently. The final group of learners were based in the ‘home’ and ‘cafe’ role play area, playing freely with the support of laminated Welsh vocabulary word banks to encourage conversational Welsh and develop the objectives set. Play is acknowledged as an essential teaching method into how a child learns, as it allows children to learn through active and enjoyable engagement and is considered one the most accessible approaches (Gigg, 2016). This teaching and learning session demonstrated a successful use of blended teaching and learning strategies. All learners demonstrated engagement, enjoyment in learning and a clear understanding of the new vocabulary.
A clear advantage to using different methods of teaching within the learning environment is that it gives every child the equal chance of achieving their potential. With average class sizes being of 25-30 children and children learning in different ways, a classroom teacher would need to use a blend of approaches when teaching to reach every child’s individual potential (Hawthorne, 2024). However, Sophia Cyrus, a primary school teacher, identifies that there are challenges that can occur when using a range of teaching techniques. A blended approach to teaching methods can result in the increase of lesson planning and preparation time and, as teachers only have a certain amount of planning, preparation and assessment (PPA) time in a school week, this may not always be achievable for all teachers. Furthermore, she also comments that it reduces consistency for children when too many ways of teaching are used as children may get unfamiliar and not know what to expect (Cyrus, 2023). This method could be developed and strengthened through professional development opportunities for practitioners promoting staff learning of new/innovative teaching strategies that will work best for the learners within their setting. 

Good teaching and learning means sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.
An additional pedagogical principle is that good teaching and learning ‘means sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest’ (Donaldson, 2015). This principle, suggested by Donaldson, highlights the importance of regular assessment and consideration of where the learners are within their knowledge and understanding. This means that further learning will build on what they already know to ensure progression and also address any misconceptions. Building upon prior knowledge is a large part of the new curriculum for Wales as progress in learning is at the curriculum's core. Assessment for learning opportunities are employed, a continuous assessment system, where effective daily assessments can be monitored in different ways on how a child is progressing within the learning by making learning ‘more visible’ (Estyn, 2018). Within assessment for learning, teachers are encouraged to use ‘SMART’ targets which allow them to set reasonable, measurable and clear targets for their learners (OUP, 2023). Within the new curriculum, there are principles of progression to inform and support schools when designing and choosing their learning theme (GOV, 2022). Furthermore, when considering a learner's progress, there are progression steps in place to allow teachers to understand how and if their learners are progressing appropriately. There are five progression steps for children in education (age 3-16) however, in Foundation Learning they will generally focus on progression steps one (broadly corresponding to ages 3-5) and two (broadly corresponding to ages 5-8) (Education Wales, 2020). Piaget, a constructivist, would support the use of progression steps being applied to development (Pound, 2011). Although, Bruner, a cognitive psychologist, would challenge the idea of using progression steps in relation to age as he believed learning is a continuous process, despite creating his own stages of representation, he did not believe a broad age could be paired with them (MacBlain, 2022). 
The new curriculum focuses more than ever on engaging the learners' interests and encouraging teachers to take the principles of the curriculum into account when designing their theme for learning and lesson plans. Learner interests are incorporated into lessons allowing for maximum engagement. Lessons to allow children to build on their knowledge and experience should be produced around achieving the four purposes (Hwb, 2024).
I have experienced this principle taking place in an educational setting, whilst working within a year two class. The theme of the term was ‘Change’ and the teacher had planned a class visit to a local national history museum. The site has buildings that have been re-erected from different historical periods. This provided learners with first-hand, real-life visual experiences which is considered to engage children more than just one single learning environment (Stuart, 2024). Despite a few of the learners having had this experience previously with their families, it was important to recognise that not all learners had the experiences. All learners needed to experience it for themselves as it allowed them to develop existing knowledge and reinforce their classroom theme into a deeper level of understanding (Mason, 2023). Before the class went on the trip, the learners completed a form of assessment for learning known as a ‘K-W-L' task sheet. The learners were supported to complete the ‘K’ column to demonstrate what they feel they already know and then the following ‘W’ column to demonstrate what would like to learn. On their return, they would complete the final column of what they had learnt (Storm, 2023). This form of assessment for learning, allows the teacher to assess where the children are within their knowledge and understanding before and after their work (Dyer and Steele, 2014). Throughout the next week, the teacher used a range of resources which had tasks relating to the visit, so the learners would build upon what they had learnt. This technique is supported by the neuroscience of learning where the use of repetition allows for memory and schemas to be created (Schmelzer, 2015). The teacher also set a task for the children at the end of the week where they were required to write a recount of their trip which incorporated the cross-curricula skill of literacy. Again, this is an additional form of assessment for learning, allowing the teacher to analyse where the learners are in their learning journey and developing next steps for learning. The visit also provided learners with a valuable stimulus to their future learning, engaging all learners for the theme ahead.
A strength of the use of this principle is that it encourages teachers to create plentiful, valuable resources and engaging tasks.  It allows learners to make links making learning more valuable and memorable, finds out gaps and misconceptions which can then be addressed and planned, and it allows teachers to teach next steps to the right level of ability (Roberston, 2023).  I believe the learning around this principle could be further enhanced through increasing opportunities for hands-on experiences. Engagement levels increase where children are given practical tasks. Dewey, a philosopher and psychologist, states learning requires hands on approach for it to take place efficiently (Sikandar, 2016).
Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience.
The final pedagogical principle to be be discussed is that good teaching and learning ranges within and across areas of learning and experience (Donaldson, 2015). This highlights the importance of using a cross curricular teaching approach in the sense of incorporating multiple disciples/area of learning and experience into lessons and not teaching them discreetly. Cross curricular teaching could be described as constantly reinforcing the cross-curricular skills of literacy, numeracy and digital competence, and providing plentiful opportunities to practice them in all areas of learning and experience (Hwb, 2023).  In the new curriculum for Wales there are six areas of learning; Expressive Arts; Health and Well-being, Humanities, Languages, Literacy and Communication, Mathematics and Numeracy and Science and Technology (Hwb, 2020). Incorporating and blending the different areas of learning and experience offers a creative way which requires teachers to use their initiative. Lesson plans should be developed where learners learn through interconnected topics whilst feeling motivated whilst learning the new skills (Historical association, 2024). This pedagogical principle is important as (Hayes, in Earley, 2019) states that developing different areas of learning and experience into a lesson, allows education to become more purposeful and relevant to learners; allowing skill transfer from one subject to another, providing learners with increased transferable real-life knowledge and skills. However, it is noted that, as cross curricular teaching has only become recognised in more recent years, not all teachers are supplied with the knowledge of other subjects or how to teach as them as many only specialise in one subject, resulting in ineffective cross curricular teaching (Barnes and Shirley, 2007).  
I observed this principle during my placement school, where a range of cross-curricular teaching was planned for learning outdoors. Outdoor learning provides many opportunities for holistic and cross curricular learning (Williams, 2022). The teacher used the school’s local forest area to construct a lesson where the learners were required to find and identify different types of plants/trees and insects. This was a science-based lesson from the Science and Technology area of learning and experience (Hwb, 2024). However, whilst outdoors the class discussed the weather in Welsh developing the Languages, Literacy and Communication area of learning and experience (Hwb, 2024) within the lesson. Whilst the learners searched for the different plants and insects in groups, they recorded the typical things they expected to find and tallied to collect data. This demonstrated an opportunity to incorporate the cross-curricular skill of numeracy (Hwb, 2024) within the lesson. Furthermore, each group had an iPad. Learners were tasked with taking photographs of their findings and sorting into groups according to scientific criteria to incorporate the aspect of the science and technology area of learning and experience, also linked to both the Numeracy and Digital Competency Framework (Hwb, 2024). Learners used twigs collected to create natural pictures, relating to the Expressive Arts area of learning and experience. There was no clear set task on how the teacher was bringing in the health and wellbeing area of learning and experience (Hwb, 2024). However, outdoor learning has been proven to be extremely beneficial to the health and well-being of children as, by using natural spaces and amongst nature, it is said to reduce stress levels and build confidence making children feel they are in control of their own actions (Cohen, 2023). Wherever possible and appropriate, I will implement the use of making links across areas of learning and experience during my teaching practice, particularly in my planning of focussed tasks as this makes learning more engaging and purposeful. Learners develop transferrable skills that can be used across all areas of learning and experience.
This principle also demonstrates the expectation of holistic learning and development within a child’s education. Holistic learning is when all aspects of a child’s mental, physical, spiritual and cognitive growth are considered when teaching them (Carroll and Kop, 2011).  Montessori, an educational psychologist, believes that a holistic education for a child is extremely important; creating the Montessori learning method which values the development of the whole child, giving learners a deeper understanding and love of education (American Montessori Consultants, 2017). In contrast to this, a holistic education could potentially be viewed as a disadvantage in the eyes of a future employer when they require certain education qualifications as a holistic education could take away from this (Drew,2020).  
Additionally, from my research, it is my belief that the use of this principle could be further improved would be to involve the learners in the planning of the use of cross-curricular knowledge, skills and experiences. This would enable learners to make links across the curriculum and understand that the skills that they are developing are transferrable. 
To conclude, as tasked, I have discussed just three out of the twelve pedagogical principles within this assignment. However, it should be noted that all twelve pedagogical principles are equally as important as they each represent different elements of good teaching and learning. All should be considered to support learner progression by creating innovative and productive ways to learn and develop critical thinking (Gupta, 2022) within all phases of education. Throughout this assignment, I have discussed how the pedagogical principles guide teachers and support effective Foundation Learning. Foundation Learning pedagogy supports the embedding of strong relationships formed through dynamic child-centred learning, where play is particularly favoured as a form of learning as well as being outdoors (Hwb, 2023). Whilst discussing these principles, it has provided me the opportunity to reflect on my personal experience and encouraged me to consider the various methods of good teaching and learning. I will make a conscious effort to underpin my teaching with pedagogical principles to support my placement class to achieve the four purposes and make progress in their learning. Throughout this assignment, I have learned that it is vital to ascertain what a learner already knows to plan for the next steps in learning (Ausubel, 1978 stated in Robertson, 2023).
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