Heritage in the Political World (HPHE7001) Kurtis Williams 1801031 Assessment 1 Reflective Piece

Assessment 1 Reflective Piece: ‘Why does heritage matter?’
The Collins English Dictionary has four definitions for “Heritage”: 1) “something inherited at birth, such as personal characteristics, status, and possessions”[footnoteRef:1], 2) “anything that has been transmitted from the past or handed down by tradition”, 3) “the evidence of the past, such as historical sites, buildings, and the unspoilt natural environment, considered collectively as the inheritance of present-day society” 4) “something that is reserved for a particular person or group or the outcome of an action, way of life”.  Each explanation is a relevant and appropriate application of the word. However, these definitions don’t convey the importance of this concept.  [1: Collins, “heritage”, Collins English Dictionary, (Accessed February 7th 2024), Available from: https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/heritage    ] 

From organisations like UNESCO, to my family’s 100-year ownership of our farm, heritage is what we are, where we come from and where we are going. It is personal, individual, communal, cultural, local, and global. Heritage matters to people differently, some care more than others. In academia, and communities, our understanding of heritage and its importance is changing. Due to the constant passage of time, our heritage is constantly evolving. Many historians, scholars and organisations believe that all forms of heritage matter, and this requires us to preserve, share and analyse both individual and shared heritage equally. 
Environmental scientists, Rowin J. van Lanen, Roy van Beek, and Menne C. Kosian argue that both world and cultural heritage is important when considering the future. They correctly assess that “landscapes generally consist of numerous historical elements, which to a large extent have defined modern layouts such as parcelling, infrastructural networks, and waterways. Modern-day development or adaptation strategies are becoming increasingly important and require knowledge of the past in order to make informed choices for the future”[footnoteRef:2]. This approach highlights what should be the established methods and approaches to heritage throughout the world. The city of Bath is a very good example of this approach. It embraces numerous historical sites and elements, has very strict planning policies and still maintains a fine balance between the conservation of sites, artifacts, and traditions, with the desires for future use and development. 	Comment by Thomas Jansen: Here you emphasise how heritage is often neglected. Would it be worth elaborating how heritage can informs decisions regarding the future?

The quote is quite abstract. Could you provide an example? [2:  Rowin J. van Lanen, Roy van Beek, Menne C. Kosian, “A different view on (world) heritage. The need for multi-perspective data analyses in historical landscape studies: The example of Schokland (NL)”, Journal of Cultural Heritage, Volume 53, Pages 190-205, January–February 2022, (Accessed February 8th 2024), Available from: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1296207421001837 ] 

Heritage is often ignored, to our detriment. Development, modernisation, and expansion frequently overwhelm preservation, incorporation, and protection. There are numerous organisations that try to preserve heritage and use resources responsibly. Knowledge is critical for future decisions. Development or alteration of any aspect could potentially inflict irreparable damage to a people’s history, identity, and culture.
Indigenous peoples throughout the world have been marginalised, their rights, cultures and heritage dismissed by non-native settlers. If European’s had assimilated into the native American cultures, America would be a drastically different country today. Centuries later the native peoples are still fighting to regain lands and rights lost. Many still reside on reservations that their ancestors were forced and herded to. Lanen and his co-authors recognise that, “cultural heritage as a concept is increasingly transcending its conservation meaning and is becoming an integral part of meeting present-day challenges and designing future approaches”. 
As populations expand, conflicts increase, global resources diminish and societies develop, heritage becomes more important. A divided world is weak, unproductive, and unpredictably dangerous. Knowing and sharing heritage can help provide positive influences and aid global rehabilitation. In her article, Bridging past, present – and future: how can heritage support development? research fellow, Dr Francesca Giliberto, states “I believe heritage can play a vital role in tackling global challenges: bringing communities together, building resilience and wellbeing, and strengthening sustainable development[footnoteRef:3]”. She writes that heritage can “transform preconceptions, challenge the views and attitudes of both locals and outsiders, and spark meaningful participation on all sides”. Tourists often visit the Amazon expecting bare foot, tribal societies. When confronted with the preserved heritage of Inca and Aztec sites, they realise the complex and advanced societies associated with these regions. 	Comment by Thomas Jansen: This seems an interesting article. Say concretely how heritage transforms preconceptions etc. [3:  Francesca Giliberto, “Bridging past, present – and future: how can heritage support development?”, Leeds University, (Accessed February 14th 2023), Available from: https://spotlight.leeds.ac.uk/world-changers/bridging-past-present-future/index.html ] 

Through research, field studies and experience, it is obvious that Giliberto has seen that engagement with different individual and communal heritages, can lead to greater understanding in the world. It is obvious that whether exhibited in history, literature, culinary, social, political, cultural, agricultural, or natural forms, heritage is often shared. Often global populations unknowingly emulate each other. Humanity usually functions using the easiest methods available. Whether you live in the Artic or the Sahara, your forbears found the most productive way to survive. These methods frequently became the heritage of families, communities, and nations. The concept of heritage is just as diverse and complicated as the human race, because it intersects with numerous disciplines, everything from academia, to employment. 
Analysing heritage is important, not only to the individual, but also the wider community. Examining heritage can reveal an aspect or an interpretation, that might have been previously unknown, understood, or explored. In his article The Importance of Heritage Preservation, Hassan M. A. Al Naboodah, states “heritage makes a significant contribution to the study of the cultural, social and economic history of societies in the pre‐oil period by providing important, detailed readings of events neglected by history books and other forms of written documentation”[footnoteRef:4]. The author is discussing the preservation and presentation of heritage in the UAE, but his statement is applicable to other societies and nations. There are many cultures that have oral traditions that have never been recorded. Without appropriate, sympathetic conservation, this form of heritage may be lost.  [4:  Hassan M. A. Al naboodah, “The Importance of Heritage Preservation”, Museum International, Volume 63, Issue 3-4, Pages 69-77, 2011, (Accessed February 10th 2023), Available from:  https://www-tandfonline-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/doi/full/10.1111/muse.12008 ] 

Naboodah does address the need to be flexible and understanding when covering heritage. He rightly ascertains that it remains “a living entity. It is constantly renewing itself and taking on different forms and modes. It intersects with cultural history. In the light of the rapid utilitarian changes that the world is currently witnessing, heritage work requires a large measure of responsibility and diligence”. This statement thoroughly supports the other authors cited in this paper. It is very obvious that humanity learns, grows, and expands using learned behaviours, concepts and traditions. To keep living on this planet, we need to be more responsible and caring of our past, present and future. 
As a student of history, it is very obvious that heritage, in all its forms, should not be confining or limiting to modern communities or societies. It should help to enhance our feelings of belonging, with shared cultural identities and traditions. Heritage matters because it’s what makes us, its where we come from, how we are raised, what is important to us, and what influences us. Whether those are the traditions and history handed down by our families or those provided by the different communities we belong to. Heritage has a decisive and definitive impact on who we are as individuals. It gives us a sense of place.  
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