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Part 1 - Re-write a passage of text in appropriate academic language – 200 Words

Iceland, and others countries similar, argue that is it vitally important for children to play outdoors within their lives. The positive views about the outdoors has been written about by various people within Government publications. The curriculum guidelines demonstrate a great emphasis on learning in outdoor environments, as children can experience and think positively about the natural world, and learn that it can be used for exercising to engage in a healthy lifestyle (Noradahl and Johannesson, 2014, p.3.). In Iceland, the emphasis on children engaging in outdoor environments has been prominent for a long period of time, as children aged between one and six spend time playing outside everyday in school.  Whereas, children aged between six and sixteen tend to only play outdoors with their peers, often at playtime. Arguably, the teachers role within outdoor learning can be unclear. This can be different depending on the teachers and schools protocol on outdoor learning. In Reyjkavik, the capital of Iceland, the use of the outdoors is on the rise, as seventy percent of schools state that they use outdoor education as a part of their teaching (Oladottir, 2008). 

Adapted from:
Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2014) ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using the outdoors’ Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education. Vol 44, No. 4, September 2014, 391-406.


















Part 2 – Re- write a passage of text with appropriate citations and references – 200 words.

This essay is about Forest Schools. Forest Schools Network defines Forest Schools as “an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment” (O’Brien and Murray, 2006). Furthermore, O’Brien and Murray (2006) argue that people are concerned that their children may not get the opportunity to go to the woodlands like they once did, in the fear that something may cause harm to them. The fact that there is so much to do indoors these days is also a contributing factor as it means children are less likely to use the outdoors as learning experiences. There is also research to suggest that if children are not given the chances to use the outdoor environments when they are young, that they are less likely to use nature and the outdoors in the future. This would be unfortunate as spending time in the outdoors has physical and emotional benefits (Ward Thompson et al, 2004). It is argued that learning outdoors is different from learning in a classroom environment. This is why the Welsh Government are encouraging teachers to participate and learn the workings of Forest Schools to teach to their children, especially those in the foundation phase (Welsh Assembly Government, 2009)
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Part 2B - Answer five questions on academic referencing – 600 Words

1. If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of Plagiarism? Why is it important that students avoid this?

If one fails to acknowledge the source of the information used in academic writing, they can be accused of plagiarism. Plagiarism can be defined as “a breach of academic integrity” (Solomon, 2021). This includes passing someone else’s work as ones own, with and without acknowledgement (University of Oxford, 2021). If students attempt to plagiarism their work, deliberately or innocently, there are consequences that can affect ones academic career or successes. Although, the consequences differ depending on each institution and their rules. But, often or not, institutes are likely to fail students for not only that assignment, but modules or even the academic year. Therefore, it is important that students acknowledge sources within their academic writing to avoid the significant consequences that will be given to students if plagiarism is present within assignments. 

2. You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer. 

False. Referencing should be included in work when students incorporate any information from other sources, whether they include data, quotations or research. Essentially, one needs to reference whenever they include work that is not their own. Regardless of whether it is a direct quotation or information or data taken from a website used in an assignment, it is vital that it is to be referenced. 

3. Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons and supporting literature, whether you believe this statement is true or false. 
Wikipedia is an “open content online encyclopaedia created through the collaborative effort of a community” (TechTarget Contributor, 2016). It allows subscribed people to create, adapt or share their knowledge on articles. Although this is an efficient way of gathering knowledge and data, due to gaining particulars from several different people bringing in all information, views and opinions, however, this is open to false information and biases towards to people who publish the data. Therefore, it means that it is likely that the information gathered for academic assignments may be false. Therefore, producing a hypothetical bank of information that is not necessarily true. According to Mercer (2018) information produced on Wikipedia is not approved or checked against facts to be true, which makes it unreliable in terms of a being an academic resource for assignments (Mercer, 2018)

4. Write a set of instructions which could be included in referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation. 

Quotations in academic writing is when the writer takes the exact wording of another authors work and uses it within their work (UWTSD, 2019). Here are a set of instructions to how long quotations should be placed into academic writing using the UWTSD Harvard Referencing style (2019):
· Insert the long quotation as a paragraph that is underneath and separate to the rest of the writing. Ensure that the paragraph has indents at the start of the writing. 
· Quotation marks are not necessary for the long quotation.
· Long quotations should be referenced is the following order; Writers surname, year of publication, page number or URL enclosed in brackets. 
Remember, a long quotation should be two lines or thirty words long, as a guideline (UWTSD, 2019). 

5. Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study. 
A way in which one can begin to look into research for an academic assignment is to look at the reading list, if one is provided. A reading list a “selection of books, articles or other resources recommended to you by your lecturer for each module that you study” (Dennis, no date). This would be a recommended starting point for writers as it means lectures have hand picked research that is suited to the assignment. This may be beneficial for gathering more general knowledge on the subject area or assignment title. Additionally, another way that can be successful in conducting research at the beginning on assignments is to search for theorists or key people or points who are involved with the assignment title. 

It is vital to have a wide range of resources in academic writing to show an engagement in all different types of resources. Some examples of suitable academic study would include books or e-books, journals, websites, reports or government publication. These are acceptable as they will provide evidence to support the research as being more reliable as the more articles founded to have similar findings, the more likely it is to be reliable source. 
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Part 3 – Write a critical response to an academic article – 1000 Words

‘Schooled to Fail? The Underachievement Debate in Wales’ by Emma originated from the ideology that students in Wales have been ‘schooled to fail’, cited by Reynolds and Murgatroyd (1981). However, the article further discusses how perhaps this is no longer the case due to the finish of the compulsory curriculum. Essentially, Smith states the argument surrounding the “underachievement phenomenon from a Welsh perspective” (Smith, 2005, p.93). The article aims to provide an understanding of how Welsh students perform in exams during their education, achievement gaps and how inequalities within different groups in school communities are still present. Smith aims to deliver the key messages of why these gaps are present, but can be closed with the support of wide practice (Smith, 2005, p.94)
Smith’s key argument is how there is a gap within educational attainment, especially in Wales. Whereby, fifty percent of all learners leave compulsory education without achieving five or more passes at GCSE level, cited by Dfes (2003) in ‘Statistics of Education: Public Examinations In England’. Despite the fact that in this day and age, students are the most tested they have ever been. Smith argues that this is because teachers are essentially “teaching to the test”, cited by NUT (2003) in ‘Secondary Education: Pupil Achievement’. However, Smith argues that it is important that Wales raises educational standards in order to become an international competitor that can achieve great levels of economic growth (Smith, 2005, p.85). But in order for this to be successful, more needs to be accomplished, despite the fact that the top ten percent of students are performing relatively well in their studies, cited by Reynolds and Farrell (1996) in ‘Worlds Apart? A Review of International Surveys of Achievement Involving England’. Their performance masks the mass number of underachievers, cited by Johnson (2002) in ‘Choice has Failed the Poor’. Smith would suggest that the first point that needs to be addresses to closing the gap in attainment between Wales and other countries is that a definite understanding of the term ‘underachievement’ and how we would measure underachievement within education (Smith, 2003a, 2003b). One point is the comparison of attainment between England and Wales, and the other being the relationship between performance of students in Wales at the end of compulsory education. To further provide readers an understanding of the attainment gap and how Wales needs to adapt its ways if we are going to increase the amount of successful learners to benefit Wales in terms of employability and being an international competitor in the future (Smith, 2005, p.85). 
Smith organised the article in a way that stated the key points of the general argument, then focussed in on each side of the debate. Both of which were supported by statistics and data, which readers could clearly identify with the use of labelling throughout the different paragraphs and sections of the article. Each piece of data was labelled and placed in the text and in the appendix at the end of main body of writing so readers has further reading to support their view points on the article. The use of numerical data was chosen carefully to suit the writing. For example, Smith states in the article it simply would be unfair to compare the attainment of Wales to England due to the significant difference in population, so she decided to compare it to Northern England, were the populations are similar. Numerical data within the appendix was clearly identifiable and was easy to find and follow with the text previously. Smith provided a balanced argument where the general structure of paragraphs, evidence and final point for both sides of the debate were fairly equal, were both easy to follow and supported by factual and numerical relevant data. It is important that each section was easily identifiable as it shows that the debate flows and has a clear purpose to meet Smith’s final opinion of the matter showing great academic skills. 
Throughout the piece of writing, Smith uses a formal tone that is accurate and easy to follow. Although I wouldn’t say that Smith is overly persuasive. I feel she explains both sides of the argument well, but it is more informative than persuasive. Although the key theme of attainment levels in Wales is clear, the question that is up for debate is less so clear. So, this would suggest why Smith is less persuasive. However, Smith’s work is very objective. It is provided will relevant and factual data from several different places that are referenced in the article. Smith also based the small amount of subjective writing she used on factual information when it came to making judgements. Therefore, Smith’s article entitled ‘Schooled to Fail?’ is well written, although perhaps the debate itself could have been made more clear from the beginning, as it is the nature of writing a debate. A formal tone is important to academic writing, it shows professionalism and confidence in the subject area, again showing the depth of knowledge and understanding Smith has. 
However, an area that Smith I feel may want to improve upon, is making the debate question clear. Smith uses a wide range of research which underpins the factual and numerical evidence to support her research, But I feel it loses track of the main argument. Smith also goes back on her word. For example, she mentions the comparison between England and Wales, but then changes it to North England and Wales, which can be confusing to readers. Although she makes it clear why she is comparing the two places, it can be off putting to Smiths intentions with the article. However, she does draw upon effective conclusions through the analysis of her work. Being able to draw upon conclusions is an essential skill within academic writing, as it again shows the knowledge one has on the matter and their ability to reason with evidence and findings to produce and appropriate opinion and therefore conclusion. 
	To conclude, it is fair to say that Smith has undergone a lot of research for this article and has a sound knowledge of the subject area and the comparisons between North England and Wales and their attainment levels. She includes a variety of sources, of which are extended in her appendix, and referenced correctly both in text and in the reference list. Her work is clearly labelled to show the key sections of the debate. All of these are vital for showing development and the ability to academically write well. Despite the fact Smith lacks clarity on some areas of the key debate, she still states a valid argument in her work supported by relevant findings. Therefore, I feel Smith did a effective job of the academic article, but clarity of the matter discussed would further develop her argument.  
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