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AIM(S)
· To examine a range of educational research methods. 
· To develop an understanding of research design and implementation.


LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:
· Evaluate the ethical implications of carrying out research with children and young people in a variety of educational contexts. 
· Demonstrate a critical awareness of various research methodologies that are relevant to education and their strengths, weaknesses and limitations. 

INDICATIVE CONTENT

· The purpose and rationale for undertaking educational research 
· Quantitative and qualitative research methodologies and their functions including multimodal and visual methodologies
· Research paradigms
· Ethics: Consent, informed consent, assent, confidentiality
· Child protection and safeguarding in research
· Validity and reliability
· Methods of analysis
· Preparing a research proposal – question, statement or hypothesis
· Designing and planning a research study
· Conducting a literature review

	

	Teaching and Learning Strategy

The module aims to maintain a balance between the theory and practice of education through a range of strategies. Discussion, lecture, group work and self-directed study are used to meet this need. Tutorials also give the students the opportunity to discuss relevant issues and to gain individual, formative feedback regarding their work and assignment. 

The sessions for this module will consist of face to face lectures, synchronous learning and asynchronous activities.  The lectures will give students the opportunity to develop the skills of careful listening, reflecting, summarising and analysing.  They will cover the major theories, debates and areas of research critical to the module.

The tasks and reading provided need to be completed in order to support your knowledge and understanding of the topics covered in this module. It is vitally important that students study the reading and complete these tasks as they will be used in the seminar. The strategies in this module have been selected on the basis that they will not only help you to learn but provide models for different approaches to learning.

MODULE IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
	
	Synchronous/Face to Face (Monday)
	Face to face teaching (Thursday)
	

	Week 1
Week beginning 

	- Module overview
-Finding and using sources and information

	· Types of research questions 
· Conducting  quantitative research  

	

	Week 2
Week beginning 

	- Ethics and challenges
-Ethics Guidelines 

	-Conduction qualitative research
-Structuring an interview

	

	Week 3
Week beginning 

	Tutorials
	Using and analysing data

	

	Week 4
Week beginning 

	ASSESSMENT WEEK


BLOCK 2




MODULE ASSESSMENT:

Assessment Component 1 – 100%

  
15 minute oral presentation with accompanying slides or academic poster (equivalent to 2000 words) 
  
Your presentation should demonstrate a critical awareness of various research methodologies that are relevant to education and their strengths, weaknesses and limitations. Your presentation should also evaluate the ethical implications of carrying out research with children and young people within a variety of educational contexts. 



READING LIST

Essential (all available online via Library)
Alderson, P. and Morrow, V. (2020) Ethics with Children of Research and Young People: A Practical Handbook. London: Sage

Clark, A., Flewitt, R., Hammersley, M. and Robb, M. (eds.), (2013) Understanding research with children and young people. London: SAGE

Wise, D., Selwyn, N., Smith, E. and Suter, L. (2017) The BERA/SAGE Handbook of Educational Research. London: Sage



Recommended
Alderson, P. and Morrow, V. (2008) Ten topics for consideration in carrying out social research with children and young people. Children’s Geographies, 6 (1) pp. 98-100.
Bell, J. (2018) Doing Your Research Project: A guide for first-time researchers in education, health and social science. 7th ed. Mc Graw Hill : London
Brady, L. and Graham, B. (2019) Social Research with Children and Young People: A Practical Guide. Bristol: Bristol University Press
Christensen, P. and James, A. (2017) Research with Children: Perspectives and Practices. 3rd Oxon: Routledge
Cresswell, J. W. (4th edition) (2014) Educational Research: Planning, Conducting, and Evaluating Quantitative and Qualitative Research. Pearson Education International.
Greig, A., Taylor. J. and MacKay, T. (2013) Doing research with children: a practical guide London: Sage
[bookmark: citation]Harcourt, D. Perry, B and Waller, T. (2011) Researching Young Children's Perspectives : Debating the Ethics and Dilemmas of Educational Research with Children New York: Routledge
Harcourt, D. and Sargeant, J., (2012) Doing ethical research with children. Maidenhead: Open University Press/McGraw-Hill.
Josephidou, J. and  Bolshaw, P. (2018) Introducing Research in Early Childhood London: Sage 
Kumar, R. (2019) Research Methodology: A Step-by-Step Guide for Beginners. (4th edition). Sage Publications: London.
Papatheodorou, T., Gill,J. and Luff, P. (2013) Child observation for learning and research. Oxon: Routledge 
Sharp J, (2017).  Success with your Education Research Project (2nd edition.). London: Sage.
Wood, P. and Smith. J (2016) Educational Research : Taking the Plunge. Carmarthen: Independent Thinking Press.




Suggested Journals 
(Search Education via the Browse eJournals link on the library page or search for the journal titles below)

[bookmark: _Hlk106193820]British Educational Research Journal
Children and Society
Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood
Early Childhood Education Journal
Education 3-13
International Journal of Early Years Education

Websites 
www.education,gov.uk/publications/.../eyfs_cards_0001207
http://learning.wales.gov.uk/resources/improvementsareas/child-adolescent-development/social-emotional-behavioural-development/?lang=eng
http:/wales.gov.uk/topics/…/foundation_phase

Students will be directed to a range of additional e-books, research papers and websites during lectures.

Where possible learning resource material will be made available on-line.
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