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The exploration into how imaginative play in early education contributes to conversations and communication.
Abstract.
This research study delves into the exploration of how imaginative and role play can enrich conversations and communication within the realm of early years education. The primary objective is to analyse existing research findings, frameworks, and the newly introduced Welsh curriculum to establish a correlation between imaginative play and communication in early childhood education. Central to this investigation is the emphasis on adult involvement during role play activities to bolster language development in children. The study aims to assess whether conversations and communication during role play undergo enhancement from the initiation of a child's early years setting to their subsequent term. Utilizing a sample of three children aged 2.5 years, a combination of written and video-recorded observations will be employed to gather pertinent data. Methodological and ethical considerations will be rigorously examined, encompassing a review of UNRC rights, insights from Bera and ERIC, as well as compliance with data protection acts. Through this inquiry, the research not only explores the risks inherent to the study itself but also extends its examination to encompass potential implications for the university and the participants involved. This integrated approach seeks to contribute to the growing body of knowledge surrounding the intersection of imaginative play and communication in early childhood education, offering insights that can inform both practice and policy in the field.
Literature review.
In early childhood education, imaginative play, like role play, is known for helping children develop better communication skills. Effective communication is crucial for how children connect with others and succeed in school and social situations. This review explores how role play helps young children learn to talk and interact. By looking at different studies and ideas, the research will see how role play boosts language skills, socializing, and storytelling abilities in young children. This research aims to show why role play is so important in helping children grow and become better communicators during their early years.
The department of education (2024) state that The Welsh government's new curriculum prioritises communication and language development, emphasizing the role of imaginative play in fostering vocabulary acquisition and communication skills among children. The curriculum shares  that it is essential that this area promotes the opportunities for role play, through this type of play a child may share ideas and use a range of vocabulary with peers and adults, the curriculum shares the idea that allowing a child to be imaginative encourages the child to invent and share stories, furthermore enriching and widening the child's vocabulary which could potentially support reading comprehension in the future. Ofsted (2024) suggest  that using multiple approaches can be effective in children gaining communication and language skills, they share that when a child is exposed to language in context, as through listening, is more effective in teaching methods, this can be play that arises naturally i.e. imaginative play ,they express that the new curriculum should look at different ways and approaches in effective communication skills. During this research study the researcher will be observing how much communication and conversation arises during role play.

 Research by Baver and Gilpin (2022) supports this, demonstrating that children engaged in imaginative play exhibit higher levels of social skills and emotional awareness. children learn foundational skills, one of these being vocabulary, their findings showed during a study that children exhibited higher social skills in the classroom when they regularly took part in imaginative play, furthermore children who actively took part in more complex imaginary play had higher emotion knowledge during conversations with adults and peers in comparison of children who did not . Similarly, Kervin and Mantei (2022) share their findings on a recent study when observing children in a home corner set up, it was evident that the set up showed independent play, the children discussed a plan in which would be their play scenario, when observed the children used forms of verbal and non-verbal communication. The findings showed that children would shift the play narrative several times, when changing dressing up outfits on offer in the area. The environment was the key to exploring their own nature of words and dialogues. 
Veraska et al. (2022) propose a 'play matrix' framework to analyse children's verbal actions during play, suggesting that imaginative play offers opportunities for self-expression and emotional exploration. However, Lillard (2013) cautions against generalizations about pretend play, emphasizing the need to consider variations across different play settings. It is essential to recognise that during pretend play studies, early education professionals should remain mindful of the diverse manifestations of imaginative play across various settings. Pretend play encompasses a narrative aspect, often revolving around scenarios that may not naturally occur in environments rich with materials conducive to fostering imaginative play.  
Devi, Fleer, and Li (2018) conducted a study on adult involvement during imaginative play. Their findings demonstrated that active participation by adults in conversations with children during role-play was essential. The research highlighted that such involvement by adults facilitated language development in children. Additionally, the study revealed that children tended to engage in play for longer durations when either an adult actively participated or provided materials, compared to when adults did not engage actively. However, it can be argued that adult interaction during play may not entirely reflect these findings. According to Colliver, Arguel, and Parrilla (2020), children may not perceive adult involvement in play as genuine play and may exhibit heightened levels of anxiety, this could potentially result in a lack of conversation or communication between adult and child. Nonetheless, their research indicated that when children engaged in free play, such as in a home corner setting, parental dialogue gathered through an initial questionnaire completed by the children's parents was utilized. During the undertaking of this research project, one must take into factor of adult being present during observations and consider the previous findings when observing children in role play. 
In conclusion, it is imperative to consider various environmental factors when conducting research on the role of role play in early childhood education. While the traditional "home corner" setup is often associated with role play, researchers must acknowledge that imaginative play can occur in diverse settings. Furthermore, the presence of adults can significantly influence the dynamics of role play interactions among children, impacting the dialogue and engagement levels. Additionally, it is essential to assess if the educational setting aligns with the principles of the new Welsh curriculum, which emphasizes the importance of role play in early years learning. By taking these factors into account, the researcher can gain a more comprehensive understanding of how role play contributes to children's communication development and educational experiences.

Methodological considerations.
In research a sample is a group of people, items, or an object taken from the population. (university of Bath 2024).
In this study, the researcher will observe a group of three children in an early year's education setting for the duration of an entire school term. The decision to focus on a group of three children is motivated by the need to adhere to the current adult-to-child ratio mandated by the Welsh government (2024) to avoid ethical concerns. The researcher chose children as the sample, as this type of research is simply observing communication and conversations that happen between children, their peers, and adults during role play.
In line with Hayes (2024), a trio of children represents what is known as a sample size. It is evident that employing a sample size is a pragmatic choice for this study, as opposed to considering the entire population, given its potential to streamline the process and enhance manageability for the researcher. By opting for random sampling, crucial characteristics can be effectively captured, particularly within a cohort exhibiting diverse attributes. Furthermore, Cohen et al. (2017) state that through the utilization of stratified random sampling, the researcher can ensure a more precise representation by selecting children of similar age and educational backgrounds, thereby enhancing the accuracy of the findings in comparison to simpler sampling methods.
The research will be conducted in an early childhood setting, focusing on children aged 2.5 years for an entire school term. This approach enables the researcher to observe the children longitudinally, allowing them to remain in their natural environment and feel at ease in their surroundings. As Bradley (2021) suggests, observing children in their natural settings offers numerous advantages. The behaviours and actions of the children can be generalized to real-life situations, and the approach is not experimental; rather, it entails simply observing behaviour and recording it. The researcher has contemplated employing a different method to become an 'active participant,' as suggested by SocialSci Libre (2019). Active participation resembles naturalistic observations, but the researcher actively engages with the group under study. This could be crucial in accessing valuable information such as conversations occurring during children's role-playing activities. After deliberation, the researcher chose to adopt an undisguised participant approach, enabling full involvement in conversations and note-taking of findings. However, recognizing potential alterations in group dynamics, the researcher then finally opted for a disguised approach, which involves observing from a distance but engaging if approached for conversation.
Brewer (2020) stresses the importance of ensuring that the observation method is accepted by the individuals or groups being observed. Consequently, the researcher chose to concentrate on a small number of children, facilitating more manageable observations. Brewer further highlights the value of maintaining consistency in the environment over an extended period to gain deeper insights into individuals' motivations and actions.
This research project will employ observations as its methodological approach, which aligns with qualitative research methods. According to Bell and Waters (2018), qualitative research involves understanding individuals' perceptions of the world. Unlike quantitative methods, which focus on numerical data and comparison of specific facts, qualitative research typically utilizes non-numerical data and addresses broader research questions. Lambert (2019) states that the observation type method can help gain a closer understanding of what happens in real life and one can look at the nature of interactions, in this case the use of conversations and communication that will take place during imaginative play and if over time these interactions grow.
 Additionally, the researcher will record video footage during the play sessions, to collect data. Lambert (2019) suggests that incorporating video footage alongside observations can offer several advantages. It enables the researcher to supplement their observations and avoid relying solely on delayed observations, particularly if they are unable to note down observations quickly enough. Recording footage allows the researcher to mitigate the reliance on memory and timing alone in certain instances.
The researcher opted against employing a mixed methods approach for this study, instead choosing to rely on two distinct observation methods for one's reliability. Robert-Holmes (2018) shares the value of mixed methods in offering researchers a more comprehensive understanding of the subject, Cohen et al (2017) states this enables the researcher to consider diverse viewpoints. However, the decision to observe children individually and then review recorded footage was made to provide a holistic perspective of the environment. This approach aids in discerning whether other concurrent behaviours influenced the ongoing conversations. 

  Further , the researcher must reflect on the negative impacts of observing and recording children during play, if one were to look at the hawforne effect-according to the research, O swald ,Sherratt and smith (2014) determine that although observing individuals can offer many benefits to observing real life behaviours and collecting qualitative data, one must consider that children's behaviours may change when they know they are being watched, children may also act different if they know they are part of a ‘control group’.
Oswald, Sherratt, and Smith (2014) delve deeper into the concept of triangulation as a potential strategy to mitigate the Hawthorne effect. By employing various methods and techniques, researchers can cross-check and compare findings, thereby creating a more balanced result, particularly in cases where behaviours may vary during observations. Additionally, they propose that building relationships through ongoing conversation during the study and maintaining open and accepting body language could help alleviate some of these issues. Bradley (2021) also shares the risk of observational bias and highlights the disadvantage of children altering their behaviour to accommodate the observer's. The research must consider the impact of the 'halo effect,' a cognitive bias identified by Gabrieli et al. (2021), wherein aesthetic perception influences perceptions of other personality traits like trustworthiness and competence. While the stability of this effect over time remains unexplored, it highlights the importance of selecting participants randomly to mitigate bias. Additionally, researchers acknowledge the potential influence of external factors on specific judgments.
In considering the methodology for this study, the researcher deliberated on the possibility of incorporating simple and child-friendly questionnaires. These questionnaires were intended to delve into the intricacies of the children's preferences concerning "pretend play," aiming to unravel not only what activities they engaged in but also how they communicated during these imaginative interactions. However, insights from Bell and Waters (2018) cautioned against relying solely on open-ended questions in interviews. While such questions may encourage detailed responses, there exists a notable caveat: the potential ineffectiveness of these responses in fully addressing the researcher's objectives for the study. This suggests a nuanced challenge in data collection, wherein the gathered information may fall short of providing comprehensive insights into the dynamics of pretend play and communication among children. Thus, alternative methodologies and supplementary data collection techniques will be warranted to ensure a holistic understanding of the research topic.


According to the research Abbadia (2023) explains that Research triangulation involves approaching a research topic or phenomenon from multiple angles, data sources, or methods to enhance the validity, reliability, and comprehensiveness of findings. It integrates various methodologies and information sources to achieve this goal. Originating from surveying, where it is utilized to determine an object's precise location through multiple reference points, triangulation in research seeks to establish a convergent and thorough understanding of a subject by exploring it from diverse perspectives. Cohen et al. (2017) share that Researchers employ triangulation to mitigate the limitations and biases inherent in individual methods or data sources. By doing so, they aim to validate findings across different approaches, identify patterns or inconsistencies, and develop a more holistic understanding of the research subject.
Triangulation involves incorporating multiple data sources, investigators, theories, or methods within a single research study (Tisnados, 2023). In this study, the researcher employs both direct observations and video recordings of children, adhering to triangulation principles by integrating more than one data source. The rationale behind this method is to ensure a comprehensive understanding of the subject matter. By not solely relying on their own observations, the researcher considers the entire environment when examining specific conversations that may occur.
 Heale and Forbes (2013) agree that assert that utilizing triangulation with two methods can help transcend limitations inherent in each method. By employing both observations and video recordings, the study can compare findings from different perspectives. The researcher can contrast findings obtained at the commencement and conclusion of the term. Employing both methodologies enables the researcher to account for additional environmental factors and their potential impact on the results. For instance, a child's behaviour may vary depending on the presence of specific peers or adults. Utilizing video footage permits the researcher to observe how dynamics within a role-play scenario may fluctuate over time. 
Ethical Considerations in Research.
Informed consent, as emphasized by Bera (2018), is pivotal in research ethics. It entails the researcher thoroughly explaining their work to participants, allowing them to make informed decisions, the Consent requires either verbal or written agreement, full comprehension, sufficient information provision, voluntariness, and the option of renegotiation. However, Gallagher (2010) notes the challenge of ensuring complete participant understanding. To minimize risks, researchers should maintain openness and honesty when seeking consent.
Arnott et al. (2020) argue for negotiating consent from children, citing the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNRC), particularly Articles 2, 3, and 4, which prioritize the child's best interests, non-discrimination, and the right to express their views, the researcher must acknowledge the child's rights when asking for consent and carrying out the research project.
 Bera (2018) emphasizes the critical significance of acquiring both consent and assent from children, with consent primarily sought through verbal communication. Consent denotes the explicit agreement provided by a participant or their legal guardian for their involvement in the study. Additionally, assent refers to the affirmative agreement expressed by a child, demonstrating their willingness to participate in the research process, albeit with limited understanding compared to adults. The researcher is tasked with employing appropriate methods to negotiate assent, while also remaining vigilant to interpret subtle body language cues that may indicate the child's willingness to engage in the study. Complementing this perspective, ERIC (2024) highlights the role of clear communication in research endeavours. This encompasses articulating the research purpose, outlining participation requirements, specifying project planning such as location, duration, and dates, thereby ensuring that participants, including children, are well-informed and empowered to make informed decisions regarding their involvement in the study.


Article 12 of the UNRC (2024) emphasizes the right of children to have their viewpoints considered in issues that concern them. In line with this principle, the researcher intends to employ an emoji board, featuring happy and sad faces, for children to express their willingness to participate. Additionally, this approach will incorporate an appropriately designed information sheet tailored to the maturity and age of the child.
 Reminders of their right to decline participation will be consistently provided, with written consent sought from parents or guardians for recorded video footage. Bera (2024) recommends that researchers provide participants, including children and their parents or guardians, with the option to receive copies of any footage, observations, and summaries. This practice not only enables participants to review the findings but also serves as a valuable means of engaging with them. However, Bera (2024) also acknowledges that in certain instances, participants or their parents and guardians may not be able to provide voluntary informed consent. In such cases, the researcher will recognize this circumstance and randomly select another child if necessary.
Prioritizing the safety and well-being of participants, the NSPCC (2022) stresses the importance of cultivating a warm and inviting research atmosphere, thereby justifying the selection of a child's early years setting as the research environment. In anticipation of potential distress among children, contingency plans must be in place to address any signs of discomfort or unhappiness. These may manifest through subtle cues such as body language indicating unease, overt expressions of distress, or explicit verbal statements expressing reluctance to participate. It is imperative to respond promptly and effectively to such indicators, ensuring the ongoing participation of the child. In instances where a child expresses their unwillingness to continue involvement, swift action should be taken to safeguard their well-being, as Eric (2024) suggest including the option of randomly selecting another participant if necessary to maintain the integrity of the study while prioritizing the emotional welfare of all involved.
Ensuring confidentiality and anonymity is paramount throughout this project, particularly to safeguard the identities of children involved, as emphasized by Article 12 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child UNRC (2024). Nevertheless, maintaining privacy within a focus group setting, as noted by Eric (2024), poses challenges, requiring careful consideration by the researcher.
 The NSPCC (2024) highlights the need to avoid social and personal harm to children, suggesting measures such as blurring children's faces when sharing information externally however Ethical research demands appropriate handling of participants' data. As stated by Torquette and Borges da matta Souza (2022) Confidentiality and anonymity risks frequently arise within close-knit communities where individuals are familiar with one another. Another concern regarding confidentiality involves breaches, such as when participants share information with someone other than the researcher, potentially compromising the integrity of the study if these disclosures remain undisclosed.
 The Researcher must acknowledge the rights of both institutions and individual participants to privacy. This may entail anonymization, pseudonymization, or the use of fictionalizing methods in reporting. When employing such techniques, researchers should provide comprehensive explanations regarding their methodology and rationale. However, in certain situations, individual participants or their guardians may voluntarily relinquish their rights to confidentiality and anonymity.  The Researcher should respect participants' desires to be acknowledged as the creators of their own contributions if they choose to do so.
Ensuring the mitigation of risks is a fundamental aspect throughout the entirety of this study. As emphasized by Ethicist (2015), maintaining consistent procedures is paramount to minimize potential harm to the research subjects, particularly when dealing with vulnerable demographics such as children. Building upon this notion, Bera (2024) advocates for the importance of securing informed consent from both minors and their respective parental or guardian figures, aligning with the ethical principles delineated in the Code of Human Research Ethics (2021), which emphasizes the necessity of obtaining consent from authoritative figures within educational environments.
Moreover, Torquette and Borges da Matta Souza (2022) highlight the criticality of preserving anonymity throughout all stages of the research process, especially in studies involving young children. This highlights the imperative for the researcher to negotiate and uphold confidentiality diligently, recognizing the heightened sensitivity of their subjects' circumstances. Drawing from the insights of Fitzpatrick et al. (2016) as referenced in Torquette and Borges da Matta Souza (2022), it is evident that self-awareness constitutes a cornerstone for researchers. Possessing the requisite attributes enables researchers to effectively perceive participants and discern the emotions intertwined within the research study.
The University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD) (2022) accentuates the potential risks associated with student-led research, particularly when it involves vulnerable populations like children. To effectively address these risks, the acquisition of consent from gatekeepers, alongside strict adherence to data protection regulations and research data management policies, is indispensable.
 Guidance provided by Gov.uk (2018) and UWTSD highlights the necessity for thorough Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) checks and adherence to the principles outlined in the Data Protection Act (2018). Non-compliance with these regulations not only poses a threat to the university's reputation but also opens the door to potential legal ramifications stemming from unclear research methodologies and inadequate data handling procedures. Maintaining adherence to these protocols is therefore essential for fostering trust and integrity within the university's research endeavours and its relationships with external stakeholders.
Safeguarding the integrity of data through proper storage and handling procedures stands as a cornerstone in contemporary research practices, echoing the emphasis laid by Gov.uk (2018). The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) of 2018 highlights the principle of privacy by design, advocating for the proactive integration of data protection measures right from the inception of the design process.
 This directive highlights the evolving landscape of data governance, where ethical considerations intertwine with technological advancements. Adhering to the stringent regulations outlined in the GDPR (2018) is imperative, leaving no room for compromise. It necessitates a meticulous approach, wherein researchers are tasked with navigating the intricate intersection between ethics, technology, and data utilization. This involves not only ensuring compliance with legal mandates but also fostering a culture of responsible data stewardship. Consequently, researchers are compelled to adopt a proactive stance, engaging in thorough deliberations to ascertain the ethical implications and potential ramifications of their data practices. Only through such conscientious efforts can the researcher support ethical and responsible utilization of data and thereby safeguarding the rights and privacy of individuals.
In practice, the researcher will employ various methods to collect data, including simple observations facilitated by a device equipped with a secure system for notetaking and storage. Additionally, video footage will be utilized, with consent obtained from both the children and their parents. This footage will be employed solely for addressing the research questions at hand and will be promptly deleted thereafter. The researcher is committed to retaining data only for the duration necessary for the study, adhering strictly to data protection guidelines and ethical standards throughout the process, following the GDPR act (2018).
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