Assignment 1: Book Review
Theology Simplified: The Eight Foundational Truths of Your Glorious Redemption
Bob Yandian, Harrison House Publishers, 2021.

Theology has been seen as a huge field of academic study over many years and up until today, different people from different parts of the world with diverse expertise still somehow perceive it to be about writing voluminous pages of books, lengthy explanation of concepts and unending discussions to address enormous topical questions about God, the existence of God, and faith in God to mention a few. This book by Bob Yandian does a great work of simplicity, categorisation and selection of eight significant aspects of topical issues at the centre of theological discourse. 
Bob Yandian presented a succinct but rather robust account and analysis of eight foundational truths which are fundamental to Christian faith. He presents them as doctrines – a set of beliefs that must be taught by churches and the knowledge of which are quintessential for the success and fulfilment of any heavenly focused believer. The book is structured into eight chapters that comprise: the doctrine of redemption, the doctrine of justification, the doctrine of sanctification, the doctrine of reconciliation, the doctrine of predestination, the doctrine of election, the doctrine of propitiation and the doctrine of glorification. 
Yandian’s book makes significant comments and pontifications on the message of the gospel and at the heart of his discussion lies Jesus Christ: his missions, his deity and humanity, his sufferings, his death and resurrection. In chapter one of his book, Yandian argues that we are born a mess due to Adamic nature, that Satan is our father therefore we need to make God our father as well as the fact that we are spiritually dead and there is a serious need to be made alive in Christ (1 Cor 15: 22). Along similar lines, Yandian argues that all humans are born into Satanic slave market owned and controlled by Satan due to disobedience of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden (Gen 3: 9-13). Yandian uses the metaphor “slave market” to describe the terrible state of bondage we are in and the connotations of slavery which implies that we do not have our freedom and the right to live our lives but rather in chains because we live according to the dictate of Satan. Yandian develops the claim that there has to be redemption – a purchase by God to make us His own. He defines redemption as a purchase out of slavery by a ransom payment. In spiritual terms, it is the price paid (the blood of Jesus) on the cross for our salvation to buy mankind from the slave market of sin (Ephesians 1:7); 1 Peter 1:18,19). Yandian further claims that the door of slave market has been shut and as a result it takes Jesus Christ who is on the outside to open the door.
The second chapter of the book focuses on Justification which Yandian argues that is given to mankind by the grace of God and not by our own works but through faith in Jesus Christ (Romans 3: 24, Titus 3: 7). On the other hand, Yandian points out that Justification cannot be given until forgiveness has been accomplished. In other words, all men have to seek repentance of their sins and after this, they are justified by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.
In the third chapter of the book, Yandian defines Sanctification as being set aside to God for a special purpose. He put forward the claim that there are three types of Sanctification which are one, positional sanctification which is accomplished in believers by the help of the Holy Spirit when they receive Christ as their Lord and saviour and it takes place in their spirit. (1 Peter 1:2). This sanctification is eternal and enable believers to live forever with God. The second sanctification is experiential sanctification which takes place in believers’ souls and is claimed to be ever increasing, only necessary during lifetime but happens gradually over a period of time through the intake and application of the Word of God (Psalm 119:11). It is the outward manifestation to the world about believers’ new identity in Christ and this is with reference to Apostle Paul teachings about the renewing of the mind (Romans 12:2) and working out of the salvation inside of us with fear and trembling (Philippians 2:12). The third sanctification is Ultimate Sanctification which Yandian claims we will receive on the day of everlasting resurrection body which is alternatively referred to as the Rapture of the Church (1 Corinthians 15:52). This he calls the final phase of redemption (1 Corinthians 15:44). 
The Chapter four of the book unravels the unconditional love of God towards mankind and the ultimate price that is paid by God to mend and restore the broken and moribund relationship between God and mankind by sending His only son to die for the sins of humanity (Romans 5:8). Yandian develops the claim that God has fulfilled His own part of reconciliation through the gift and sacrifice of His son to humanity but it is left for humans to now claim, receive and accept this precious gift (2 Corinthians 5:17 – 21). Yandian further clarifies that peace is synonymous to reconciliation. The absence of peace meant that mankind has been separated from God but the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ has bridged the gap and has given us access to God again (Ephesians 2: 13 – 18). Yandian juxtaposes peace and reconciliation in the old testament with the new testament. In the old testament, the blood of animals are used as sacrifices for the atonement of sins every now and then but in the new testament the blood of Jesus stands eternally for the remissions of sins, peace and reconciliation with God. Yandian reveals the typology of Jesus Christ in the old testament through the animal sacrifices for the atonement of sins (Leviticus 6: 37-38, 8:15).
The discussion in chapter five centres on Predestination which Yandian admits is a bit difficult to explain. Predestination is defined in Greek as to plan ahead of time but the full meaning of predestination in biblical context is the work of God the father in eternity past on behalf of all believers to execute God’s plan for their life (Romans 8:29-30). Yandian unveils a divergent and extreme view regarding predestination. The party propounds the view that the salvation and success in Christian life of certain people has been planned and designed by God. This suggests that some people have been chosen by God to be saved regardless of what they do or who they are but the rest of the humanity has not been chosen by God. As a rebuttal to this point, Yandian posits that the view is contradictory to the scriptures. If the assumption would be acceptable, it means there is something good in those that have been chosen by God at least a small amount of something good. He gives further clarifications on the basis of the evidence from the scriptures about the nature of humanity. There is no one that is righteous and no one (Romans 3:10). Everyone has sinned and come short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). Even our human good deeds are like filthy rags in the sight of God (Isaiah 64:6). Yandian argues that the foundation for predestination which is revealed at the point of salvation and throughout eternity is not God’s sovereignty but God’s foreknowledge. God’s plan for our lives was put together before the creation of the world. It was not based on God’s choice to simply save us but on His knowledge that when we are presented with the gospel we would say YES. Yandian further supports his claim with the fact that God does not make us receive Him but we do so by our own will. On the other hand, God is not surprised when we accept Jesus Christ because of His foreknowledge of us and that He is an Omniscient God: the one that knows all things. Every believer enters into a plan that has been intricately put together for them before the world began and the plan starts from the time of salvation unto eternity. According to Yandian, this is called Predestination.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The discussion in chapter six is predicated on Election which has a symbiotic relationship with predestination. Yandian claims that election is as just a product of God’s foreknowledge just as predestination. The scripture says that we are elected according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit (1Peter 1:2). The relevance and significance of the principle of “foreknowledge” is reiterated in the argument about election and God’s choices. Yandian has a compelling reason to argue that God saw our choice to receive Jesus Christ before the world was created and therefore He chose us (Ephesians 1:4). The basis for election is not God’s choice but our choice. 
The Greek definition for Propitiation is “hilasterion” which means “mercy seat.” Propitiation in actual sense means “satisfaction.” Yandian asserts propitiation is the turning away of the wrath of God by the offering of Jesus Christ on the cross for our sins (1 John 4:10). God is said to be eternally satisfied when the sacrificial blood was sacrificed. Popular views might suggest that Propitiation is the most essential of the eight foundational truths because it is all about the shedding of the blood of Jesus which is fundamental to all other doctrines discussed in this book and by extension the totality of Christian faith.
In the last chapter of his book, Yandian discusses the doctrine of glorification which he claims is about the final phase of redemption – a resurrected of glorified body. His views rest on the assumption that salvation is in three phases – past, present and the future. The final part of our salvation will be in the future which is the transformation of our physical body into an eternal resurrection body. In other words, it is the recreation of our corruptible body into one that is incorruptible (1 Corinthians 15:51-53, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17). 
I wish to highlight three major arguments that are at the centre of discussion in this book.

Firstly, simplicity is the hook that the author has used to captivate and lure the audience to read the book Theology Simplified. I believe Yandian has done a great work of simplicity in his book by discussing eight topical theological issues in a single book but on the other hand, it believed that the author has compressed a lot of information that could have been discussed in much more detail to facilitate better comprehension and give more opportunity for reflection. Academic theologians will not lend support to his claim of simplicity and in fact they will argue that it is over-simplified because each foundational truth could have been a book on their own if diverse academic literature, resources and other theological views were referenced and used.
Secondly, there is a huge concern about the influence of pastoral theology in the writings and discussions of Bob Yandian which obviously inform his style, structure and comments in his book of which the academic theologians will argue against. Some people may argue that the book is written in a form of bible study material rather than an academic literature. Therefore, his audience is limited to Christian faith community. He chose a pastoral method of writing which may only interest the audience in the Christian community.

Thirdly, there is a huge concern about objectivity in this book. Yandian presents succinct information on each theological subject as well as depth of information regarding the eight foundational truths. It is very obvious that he is influenced by his pedigree, pastoral calling and Christian faith. To a great extent, it can be established that Yandian is very subjective in his responses and explanations of the concepts presented in his book. The references in this book are limited to the bible which is of course the primary source in this discourse but inclusion of views, comments and publications of other preachers and Bible scholars could have given the book Theology Simplified a greater validation and make it more authoritative.
In conclusion, none of my critique is meant to disclaim the narrative of the author regarding topical theological issues discussed in this book. I believe Bob Yandian has written and presented a robust, thoughtful and revelational account of redemption, reconciliation, predestination and the rest of them. The aim of simplicity is achieved to a great extent and obviously from the title of the book, many people will be motivated to read. Yandian makes use of metaphors, extended metaphors, imagery of the blood of Jesus and echoes of the name of Jesus all through his discussions which enhance and sustain the interest of the reader. The structure of his account about the eight foundational truths is clearly laid out, sequential, logical and interconnected.
Theology Simplified is a commendable work particularly to the audience in the Christian faith. It makes the eight foundational Christian doctrines clear and accessible for every believer and non-believers. One of the book’s key advantages is the great efforts in making complex theological language easy to read and understand by Christians and non-Christians. Yandian’s years of meritorious service as a pastor, preacher, bible teacher is a huge advantage in this work of simplicity. While academics scholars and non-Christians might have their concerns and reservations regarding the book, it is with no doubts that this book is an asset and will enhance the spiritual growth of believers and it will receive immeasurable commendations in the Christian faith communities.
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