Assignment One - Losing Visibility - The Rise and Fall of Hypermasculinity in Science Fiction Films (HPHP4014)

Media has forever played into the hyper-masculinity stereotype, with a major emphasis on this hyper-masculinity as of the 1980s. This theme has changed through time and will be explored below. This change has focused on women as the masculine gender in the film industry. The Terminator and James Bond Franchise will frame the argument below. 

The European Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies contained an article on how “Mass media, especially cinema and television, are important devices that build and strengthen males and female roles in societies.”[footnoteRef:1] It’s true that in today’s society media has a massive influence and in some cases holds the power to make major decisions in history by just influencing us via social media platforms for example Facebook. However, in today’s society there has been more focus on women becoming the main stars in movies and TV shows rather than being just used as side characters to the common theme of masculinity within the male actors. There has also been resistance by society to conform to this idea because of traditional views of people who grew up with these franchises. [1:  Prof. Dr Hasan Gürkan & Prof Aybike Serttaş, ‘The Representation of Masculinity in Cinema and on Television: An Analysis of Fictional Male Characters’, European Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies, ISSN 2414-8385, Vol 2, (May-August 2017), Page 1-7, (P1)] 


TV’s by the 1970s were in 93% of households and as such was introduced to the hyper-masculinity portrayed by men in their roles and increased as the years went by, including the influence media has on us to this day. Looking to the sci-fi genre of this industry Marianne Kac-Vergne said “science-fiction became one of the privileged vehicles for a new representation of masculinity in Hollywood which can be associated with hypermasculinity”[footnoteRef:2]. An example Marianne gives to this idea was the Franchise ‘Terminator’ and how the star of the film Arnold Schwarzenegger was cast with no clothes to highlight his muscular body (fig 1) emphasizing his physical strength, aggression and in some ways his sexuality by displaying his muscles throughout the films. As the years moved on though opinions and society changed and movements were created, for example movements that pushed female actors to become stars of films instead of the side characters, and once again the Terminator is one film that conformed to this movement in 2019 where a new film was produced starring an actress instead of the normal star of the franchise Arnold Schwarzenegger, although he was still cast in the film. Linda Hamilton, the new co-lead of the film, is also shown in a masculine way in this film showing her muscular body highlighting the strength of a female this time as well as male masculinity (fig2) although she was only important in the film because of her son’s relevance to the story so the male importance in sci-fi films still lingers on in the franchise. It’s fair to assume that the male gender is still a factor in the industry.  [2:  Marianne Kac-Vergne, ‘Losing Visibility? The Rise and Fall of Hypermasculinity in Science Fiction Films’, Center for Research on the English-Speaking World (CREW), ISSN 2259-4728, 6th December 2012, Page 1-16, (P2-3)] 


Another example of the male/female role in film development would be the Franchise James Bond. From 1967 James Bond has always be portrayed as a suave man with unlimited amount of skills whilst always seducing a woman in every film with his charm and sexuality, a prime example of hypermasculinity. Whilst his muscles were not displayed or focused upon like the Terminator his hyper-masculinity was shown in the way he dressed and presented himself instead of the common approach of muscular dominance. It showed how hyper-masculinity could be displayed in a variety of ways by not having to showcase the bare body but how one was simply presented (fig 3). 

Whilst this franchise highlighted the hypermasculinity of James Bond it did the opposite for his female ‘sidekick’ so to speak. The female role in the franchise was always the same. They would be introduced to James Bond, seduced by him and whilst that wasn’t there entire purpose of the films, the pattern continued through every film. It always portrayed the masculinity of the male being able to get the girl every time. Even the difference of clothing showed how both genders were portrayed not just in its franchise but in society as well (fig 4). Sarah Bradshaw produced a dissertation that included what was called the 9 stages of a Bond film. The final six moves show how the Bond film is always portrayed from a gender point of view. It states:
“D. Woman moves and shows herself to Bond;
  E. Bond takes woman (possesses her or begins her seduction);
  F. Villain captures Bond (with or without Woman, or at different moments);
  G. Villain tortures boy (with or without Woman)
  H. Bond beats villain (kills him, or kills his representative o helps at their killing);
  I. Bond, convalescing, enjoys Woman, whom he then loses”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Sarah Bradshaw, ‘James Bond: A portrayal of masculinity in past and present media’, (Place of Publication: ProQuest Dissertations Publishing 2010), p15] 


This is an example though of how society can’t accept change due to the tradition of the franchise always casting a male to play this role. To many James Bond has always played this role of a serial seducer and suave agent and that’s how he must always be portrayed. Also, in todays society a lot of people have the viewpoint of James Bond always having to be male because he’s always been a male and is a masculine character and therefore must remain as male. Society at best is divided in its opinion of different views and you always have one side wanting change to happen, including woman’s progression in society, and also the other side who remains ‘in the past’ so to speak wanting traditions to carry on and not be changed or influenced by peer pressure.


To conclude American author Bryant McGill said “We need to begin to see hypermasculinity as the disorder it is, not the strength.”[footnoteRef:4] Society has been surrounded by masculinity for years and not just from the media. In todays society men believe that muscular bodies are something you need whilst woman believe that a slim body is the ideal body because of the influences we surround ourselves with. In conclusion there hasn’t been a fall in hypermasculinity in todays society but rather it has become the woman’s turn to showcase this masculinity whilst the males continue to do this alongside their female counterparts and it shows no sign in slowing in the filming industry.  [4:  Bryant McGill, ‘Voice of Reason’, (Place of Publication: Paper Lyon Publication 2012)] 



Fig 1:
Arnold Schwarzenegger showcasing his masculinity in the Terminator Franchise
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Fig 2:
Sarah Connor in the recent Terminator film as a main character
[image: ]








Fig 3:
A typical well-dressed James Bond and main character
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Fig 4:
A typical Bond girl in the James Bond Franchise
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