What are the key social elements that affect a pupils ability to access information? 
Education is a very broad subject, the belief is education has a purpose of giving an equal learning experience where people gain knowledge in order to be successful in life, which in some aspects is true depending on what you count as successful and what you count as education. There are many social elements which will make access to education more difficult to some, these reasons are not controlled but there is one social element which is kept in its place intentionally by the hierarchy in order to keep the social structure as it is, the people affected by this are the ones living in poverty. “There has also been an increasing awareness of, and suspicion about, traditional structures of power and authority that have kept decision-making in the hands of a few based on their rank – what is often called hierarchy” Roberta Topham (2018). Everyone is under the belief we are given equal opportunities to be the creative, successful individuals we aspire to be, yet we are all given the same tests, curriculum, way of teaching and follow norms and values. Children in poverty do not have the ability to access education in many different aspects which are not obvious to the eye and the education they do receive is controlled and leads children down the same path as their parents. 
We live in a capitalist society which would obviously leave people in the lower class with many disadvantages. Children in poverty face many barriers when it comes to education, they are socialised to believe they will not do well, or they believe they are successful in a job where you work many hours for little pay. Maslow’s hierarchy of needs shows us that in order to become a successful, happy, motivated person you need to receive basic deficiency needs such as psychosocial, security, social and esteem. His belief was deficiency needs and growth needs play a great role in motivating behaviour. “Maslow believed that people have an inborn desire to be self-actualized, that is, to be all they can be. In order to achieve these ultimate goals, however, a number of more basic needs must be met such as the need for food, safety, love, and self-esteem” Kendra Cherry (2021). His theory starts off with physiological needs at the bottom then there’s safety, love/ belonging, self-esteem and self-actualizing being at the top of the pyramid, his belief is if you miss any of these basic needs you will not move up the pyramid but some may move up the pyramid in a different order depending on the individual, for example the need for self-esteem may be depended on more than love for certain individuals “While the theory is generally portrayed as a fairly rigid hierarchy, Maslow noted that the order in which these needs are fulfilled does not always follow this standard progression” Kendra Cherry (2021)
From looking at Maslow hierarchy of needs it is more understandable why those in poverty usually stay in poverty. Physiological needs are at the very bottom of the pyramid, a high number of people in poverty in the UK do not have the vital basic needs in order for survival such as sleep, food, shelter, clothes, and warmth. Each step of Maslow’s hierarchy of needs is linked and shows that without receiving the needs of one step it is impossible to have self-actualization. If you have the basic physiologic needs, you will be a healthier person and feel you have more control over your life, this may end up in a job opportunity pushing you up to the next stage of the pyramid which is safety and security. The job opportunity will end up in friendships filling the third step social needs, again moving you up the pyramid where you will have self-esteem due to the bottom needs of the pyramid being met and feeling accomplishment, ending up in self-actualization at the of the pyramid. Deprived people unfortunately do not get the opportunity to reach self-actualization and achieve individual potential that every person is born with as the way society is structured.
Many people do not understand the effects of living in poverty and not receiving basic needs. Deprivation effects how the mind and body develop, it has negative effects on a person’s cognitive, social, emotional, moral, and behavioural development. Before children start school, they are already behind in development due to lack of resources, knowledge, and money. This problem is usually unaddressed leaving the attainment gap grow which then carries on throughout school leaving them gradually loose hope. Even before the age of three there is a considerable gap in cognitive test scores between free school meal children and their peers. This causes a child to have lower self-esteem and confidence, which will lead to no hope or expectations for themselves stopping them from being successful.  “An individual with a healthy self-esteem, therefore, has faith in his or her abilities and value, and may feel that he or she can accomplish realistic goals.” D. Nelson (2021). The first step to making education more of an equal opportunity would be a cultural change making those in need priority as this has been an ongoing issue for years. In order to reduce the attainment gap there needs to be more equity meaning more realisation that specific needs are needed for specific individuals “The achievement gap takes many forms, and there’s no one-size-fits-all solution. What works for one student won’t work for all” Kavita Venkatesh (2016).
[bookmark: _Hlk71648551][bookmark: _Hlk71648491]As the attainment gap and numbers of children in poverty was increasing, during 1974 the equal education opportunities act came into place which guaranteed education to eliminate bias, discrimination, and unequal treatment. Although this was now a law it was still obvious unequal treatment was still taking place, therefore during 2001 Tony Blair pledged to end child poverty by 2020. “The 2010 Child Poverty Act commits successive governments to eradicating child poverty by 2020. It states that progress towards eradication should be tracked using four measures: relative income poverty; absolute income poverty; persistent income poverty; and relative income poverty combined with material deprivation. The coalition Government has proposed adding a fifth: severe income poverty.” Mike Brewer et al (2011) If this had been successful the attainment gap in school would reduce greatly making education a much more equal opportunity, yet Hannah Westwater (2021) says “200,000 children fell into poverty between 2019 and 2020, according to government figures, taking the UK child poverty level to 4.3 million over all”. This means there is 4.3 million children in the UK alone who are living in poverty despite the goal to eradicate child poverty by 2020. 
[bookmark: _Hlk71292531]Countries such as Hong Kong, the world’s second richest city is successful for many reasons, they emphasise diligence and take a lot of pride in school, education is completely different out there and is respected because it is their norm and value to do so. They have a way of learning which would make sense to do everywhere, there is a framework of learning and everything they do has a meaning/theory behind it, and everyone is treated equal given work and help to fit the individual. The UK has copied the rhetoric of Hong Kong slightly, but the UK will never compare for many aspects too complex to change. “You cannot transpose Hong Kong's style of learning somewhere else without changing the parents, teachers and classroom architecture” Caroline McClatchey (2013). Deprived people are in a social system, it is difficult to change the beliefs of a society, mainly the parent’s beliefs which then passes down generations. One of the biggest reasons children in deprived areas do not do as well at school is due to parent involvement and their beliefs, parent involvement is vital to a child’s education without the pressure, self-esteem, attitude, and drive to do well you do not see the importance. 
There are many reasons as to why the parents have this belief and pass it down, one reason being they were let down by the education system themselves, “Poverty is the #1 enemy of education on every level. Poor students not only receive the worst education, but they fall victim to lifestyle and health issues that hinder their ability to learn. While we often assume that learning is up to each individual and that kids who put in the most effort tend to learn more, the reality says otherwise.” Kevin Johnston (2020). When it becomes obvious deprived people get worse education it changes the mind set of individuals in that situation. International competition in today’s global economy is at rapid pace which is more of a reason to give those in need of help more focus, yet this is not the case. Free school meal children have been disadvantaged for years, the attainment gap is ongoing giving children the belief they are not good enough because of where they are born and what their parents work as. Low attainment in school will lead to less opportunities when your older forcing you into a job that does not supply your basic needs which leads to problems such as health issues. Health issues due to poverty play a vital role in education, without the correct nutrition children will become poorly leading to lower attendance. Poor health and nutrition may not be the parent’s fault as healthier foods are more expensive, but this will affect the work that is produced as they will have less energy. “A 2008 study shows that not eating enough can reduce the brain's capacity to learn, and poor students quickly end up falling behind their classmates.” Kevin Johnston (2020). 
Deprived children develop learned helplessness where they believe the odds are stacked against them as however hard they try they will never be as good as the more privileged. Technology becoming more popular is adding to this issue as it is becoming more obvious to children they are disadvantaged when they do not have the resources at home to complete homework asked of them. An example of this would be the recent pandemic where millions of children were asked to do learning from home. Deprived children find learning from home difficult for many reasons such as lack of resources, extra stress, noisy environment, no pressure, and lack of healthy free meals they would usually receive at school “Increasing evidence suggests that a significant number of children from disadvantaged backgrounds have not had access to online learning, or even any education at all.” Nicole Winchester (2020). Children in poverty faced huge disadvantages during the pandemic, all the work was to be done at home online which was impossible for children without the resources which has resulted in a larger attainment gap. Deprived children have missed out in a year of learning adding extra stress, pressure and worry towards education as they are going to have to try catch up with their peers. An innovative approach should be taken to those in need in order for them to learn better, feel they have support and have higher goals.
Living in deprivation means you will have financial problems, this means they are not able to attend the best schools and university, leaving them with no choice but to attend an ordinary education setting where they receive the worst education as people with money are given privileges. This then results in ordinary jobs where they have to work many hours to have the bare minimum due to their parents being working class. As Hong Kong is one of the wealthiest countries, they will receive the best education and have many opportunities, keeping them one of the wealthiest countries which Is more or less how the world works. Caroline McClatchey (2013) says “The shadow education system is booming in Hong Kong - some 70% of secondary school-age children have private tuition”. If Hong Kong were to one day lose their money the education system would deteriorate, and they would find it extremely difficult to be successful. Places such as Hong Kong are more aware of possibilities and opportunity due to the money they have, disadvantaged people are not taught of possibilities they could achieve inside and outside of their hometown. Deprived people are taught to look for a job which will support their basic needs, rather than a carer they enjoy and can work their way up in. This is not down to lack of motivation and interest it is due to lack of knowledge and information. “Schools can educate children about careers and what it takes to succeed on the job, helping poor students aim higher.” Kevin Johnston (2020).  
There are many steps which should be taken in order to give children equal opportunities at education, personalize learning is one. This is when students receive education which is tailored to their needs. As technology is the easiest way to do this schools should allow children access to their library and IT rooms as much as possible with some guidance. If this happened in school’s children struggling would take it upon themselves to find new challenges independently, leaving them feel on level with their peers causing less stress and more motivation towards school. Another thing that could be done for schools in disadvantaged areas is to eliminate bad school conditions, bad school conditions have a massive effect on education. This is because it is seen different than a school which is well presented, well presented schools are more respected and encourages the children to behave better “A 2008 study found that schools that provide a run down environment affect poor kids just as much as parental neglect does.” Kevin Johnston (2020). Schools in deprived areas have less money to work with but simple steps such as clean and bright classrooms will encourage children to try harder with a positive mental attitude. In order to break the cycle people in poverty need to understand there is more to life than work, success is not working multiple hours in various jobs this is why children need to be taught about opportunities and the real world. 
As educations purpose is to provide skills and information that serves a purpose for any job and lifestyle more needs to be done to ensure this happens. Education should be responsible for teaching life skills such as cooking nutritious meals, handling money and other encounters they may face “Who is responsible for teaching kids these skills? Children spend most of their childhood and teenage years in schools, so it should be the school’s responsibility to educate the children from textbooks and educate them on the real and practical skills that will help them live their lives.” Mink Trump (2020). If this were to be brought into the education system it would give children in poverty a better chance of success, knowing these life skills is one step closer to showing children what there is to life and what to expect. Spending time constantly doing homework, essays, exams, and assignments is not beneficial for everyone, there needs to be a more interesting, meaningful approach to learning. Studies found children forget 95% of what they learn during education, this is called the forgetting curve due to a lot of information at once, stress and no meaning to the work. Work should be made more interesting the more interesting the teacher makes it the more intrigued the child will be “Curiously, the study concluded that, depending on how it was originally learned, large swaths of information can remain in a person’s memory for over 50 years” Matt Grant (2018). 
The main aspects of education which fail children are due to money, knowledge, information, and beliefs. As there are numerous problems with the education system it may seem impossible to fix, but there are ways. One step closer to a better education system will be the new curriculum which plans to improve the economic and social well-being of the world. It has four purposes of making children. 
· “Ambitious, capable learners ready to learn throughout their lives
· Enterprising, creative contributors ready to play a full part I life and work
·  Healthy, confident individuals ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society and 
· Ethical, informed citizens ready to be citizens of Wales” Gov.Wales (2021)
Cross curricular life skills are being brought into the education system teaching many children in poverty about the real world and what to expect. Teaching and learning experiences are going to be planned and will have purpose to it. This has worked greatly in countries such as Hong Kong and will make education much more memorable and interesting. The new curriculum is also going to show children a wealth of opportunities. If this works out parent’s belief towards the education system may change, more importantly children from disadvantages areas may have a real chance of being a successful citizen as there is going to be more focus on making sure they are at the same levels as peers ensuring they feel secure at education helping them move up Maslow’s hierarchy of needs breaking the pattern of staying in poverty. 
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