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Literature Review
This sections is a review of current literature including police and government released documentation as well studies and articles around roads policing – fatal and serious injury road collisions. The review critically assesses how the current literature and evidence steers towards driver behaviour being the main cause of road traffic collisions. The review also critically analyses how a dedicated specialised roads policing unit can be used to reduce road traffic collisions and how they are supported in this joint goal.
The definition of a Traffic Officer is a ‘Roads Policing Constable who prevents loss of life and injury on the roads by preventing, investigating and prosecuting offences through intelligence led policing’ (College of Policing, 2021). The Policing the Roads Together is the 2018 to 2021 strategy from the NPCC with the ultimate goal of preventing any road user being subject to a fatal or serious injury road traffic collision. Whilst a Roads Policing Constables focus is road traffic offences they do specialise in disrupting criminality by denying offenders the use of roads through the use of advanced pursuit tactics.
Traffic policing remains an issue at the forefront of road safety due to the threat, risk and harm associated with driving a vehicle on the road. Many drivers across the United Kingdom forget that driving is a privilege and not a right. Ultimately, the most dangerous activity the vast majority of people will take part in, in their lives is driving a vehicle on the road (Wanberg, 2006). In year ending June 2020 there were 1580 people killed on the United Kingdom’s road network according to the Department of Transport (2021) and there were 131,220 casualties of all severities in the year ending June 2020. The number of people killed and casualties involved in road traffic collisions is significantly lower year on year due to the Covid-19 Pandemic reducing road traffic. It is estimated including loss of life, serious injury and stress, the cost to the British economy of road traffic collisions is in the region of £36 billion a year (Department of Transport, 2020). It is clear from these figures road traffic collisions have a staggering effect on the British Public both directly and indirectly keeping traffic policing at the fore front of modern day policing.
This study is focused around the impact policing has on reducing fatal and serious injuries road traffic collisions in the South Wales Policing area. As stated in this studies’ proposal the focus is understanding in summary why the number of fatal and serious road traffic collisions has remained low whilst the number of police officers has remained low which is inherently a negative correlation. Whilst this investigation focuses on the South Wales area it remains a principle study which was similarly conducted by the Department of Transport released in July 2020, the document; ‘Roads policing review: call for evidence’. The review makes a reference of the plateau in road deaths in 2010 following years of a steady decline. The review focuses in what the police should be doing to enforce road traffic offences and what enforcement should look like. This review asks for responses to better understand the policing impact on roads showing even 2020 there is still a requirement to obtain a more detailed view point on the topic. There is vast amounts of research on causes of road traffic collisions however this review highlights the need for a better understanding of the police action to prevent such occurrences.
Whilst traffic policing has the potential to have such a beneficial impact on reducing criminality and prevent incidents that have a devastating impact on communities the profession tends to become shrouded in statistics. It is easy to read that 1580 people were killed in the year ending June 2020 and forget that those 1580 people had families that had to receive news of a loved one that has passed. As stated by a Chief Inspector for Specialists Operations, “We all need to remember is that these are not just statistics” (Western Telegraph, 2021). This statement comes following a sharp rise in road traffic collisions including fatal road traffic collisions between March 2021 and June 2021 which coincides with the easing of lockdown restrictions and increased traffic in the Dyfed Powys Policing area. The fear lies with after 10 years of consistent numbers of fatal road traffic collisions will a year of lockdown restrictions and continuing international travel restrictions result in a detrimental increase in road traffic collisions. 
It is also apparent from literature which will be reviewed in depth further into this critical analysis that road traffic collisions are almost primarily down to the driver error which is supported by the focus of campaigns by police and partner agencies. Dyfed-Powys Police launched the All Wales Fatal 5 Campaign (January 2021) focused on the five offences that are the most prevalent collisions factors, which are drink/drug driving; speeding; not wearing a seatbelt; using a mobile phone and careless driving. This campaign ran for a week between 19th to 25th January 2021 and Dyfed-Powys (March 2021) reported a recording of following offences; 13 drink drivers and 45 drug drivers arrested; a total of 37 careless driving offences; a total of 36 seatbelt offences; a total of 17 mobile phone offences and a total 1233 speeding offences. This campaign highlights that these offences are present on the welsh roads and every detection could potentially prevent a fatal road traffic collision. The campaign had an increased number of resources allocated which counterintuitively highlights how roads policing units may be struggling to keep enforcement rates for traffic offences high. The campaigns raises the issues of had it been a normal week with normal resources would all these offences been detected or could they have been missed leading to another road traffic collision.
Of these five offences, three are currently enforced by partner agency, Go Safe (July 2021) negating the requirement for a dedicated roads policing unit. Go Safe use multiple avenues of enforcement however their primary method is through the use of mobile speed camera vans. These speed camera vans are equipped with a speed monitoring camera that activates and takes a clip of the vehicle which is then focused in by an operator. If this clip captures the driver without a seat belt or whilst on the phone an additional offence is detected.  The clips are then sent to the corresponding welsh police force’s motoring unit who issue the relevant paper work to the driver. This method of partner agency initiative negates the requirement for a dedicated roads policing unit as these camera are far more cost effective method of reducing the primary factors of road traffic collisions. The success of mobile camera units is measured on the absence of offences indicating a safer road and cameras proven to reduce road traffic collisions. The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (July 2018) found the number of people killed or seriously injured fell by 42% at camera sites and a 22% reduction in collisions overall at camera sites.
Driver fault is almost always at blame when road traffic collisions occur supported by the prioritisation and focus of initiatives at targeting user input offences. Whilst driving an un-safe vehicle is always a risk such as a vehicle with no MOT, police led campaigns are few and far between whilst independent companies and government agencies tend to take the lead in tackling these offences. The reason driver input offences are found to be the higher causation factor in road traffic collisions is due to the impact of lack of concentration has on stopping distance. Putting lack of driver concentration into context the stopping distances at 30mph which includes thinking distance and braking distance is 23m which is 6 car lengths (RAC, July 2021). At 30mph looking away for just 2 seconds a vehicle would travel approximately 27 metres which effectively doubles the stopping distance. A study conducted in to the effect distraction has on hazard perception was conducted by Briggs et al (2016) which findings strongly support distracted drivers cause collisions. The conclusion of the study was that conducting a secondary task whilst driving reduces hazard perception. In some instances whilst conducting a secondary task some drivers completely missed the hazard with no reaction registered. In other instances whilst conducted secondary tasks drivers would see the hazard but fail to react in time. Current policing models suggest positive action in dealing with traffic offences is the only way to change driver behaviour and continue prevention.
An article from Briggs et al (2021) was conducted into the use of mobile phone. Mobiles phone usage whilst driving has been banned across Europe and in the United Kingdom. Despite this many people still admit to using their mobile phone whilst driving and more commonly in young drivers. In the United Kingdom during 2019, 135 serious injury and 18 fatal road traffic collisions were recorded by police. This statistic may not be a true representation of the figure and is likely much higher due to the fact that those involved may have to admit use. In a fatal road traffic collisions with a single occupant it is difficult prove what had happened inside the vehicle. The study found evidence to suggest that drivers are unconvinced of the connection between their driving behaviour and the risk of crashing whilst remaining undeterred by the prospect of conviction. The study further goes into its findings of driver’s excuses including ‘I need to contactable’ and ‘everyone’s doing it..’. This study details the reason mobile phones are so dangerous is not only do they effect driver behaviour but driver attitude towards the issue is poor.
Contrary to mobile phone use Jacob Bogage (2016) argues that talking to a passenger in a vehicle has a far more detrimental impact on driver behaviour. Whilst the data presented is from the United States of America where road layout is different, the data states 57% of collisions involved talking with a passenger. Furthermore, some drivers were experiencing multiples distractions such as speaking to a passenger and using a mobile phone. The key finding is that distracted drivers no matter the circumstances is a significant factor in causing collisions.
A study by Robbins (2020) was conducted into the effect lighting has on road traffic collisions. The study was conducted using more accurate methods than its predecessors into analysing ambient light. Using this more accurate method the study found higher ranges than previous studies indicating a stronger detrimental effect of darkness. The study concluded that in darkness both bikes and four wheeled motor vehicles have a far greater likely hood becoming involved in a road traffic collisions. The findings are centred on the lighting however this findings further supports the concept that less than optimal driver condition causes road traffic collisions. In the Home Office review (July 2020) into funding in 2020 and 2021 an increase of funding was presented for street lighting. This funding is focused for crimes that are not roads policing related such as violent and dishonesty offences but still has a positive impact on reducing road traffic collisions. The Robbins (2020) study found bikes are far more likely to be involved in a road traffic collisions at a junction somewhere the focus of street lighting should be prioritised. 
A study by Watson et al. (2015) conducted into young driver’s non-compliance relating to road traffic offences. The study found that current conventional deterrence mechanisms is having a low effect on encouraging compliance with road rules. The study did also find that young drivers who have previously been subject to penalty were more likely to comply. Furthermore the study found that young drivers were more likely to comply through parental support or if a parent had received a fine. This study supports the needs for strong enforcement especially across the ‘Fatal Five’ as to deter the main factors leading to fatal and serious injury road traffic collisions. Belsham (2020) found that if parents imposed restrictions on their children and were willing to work with police as higher person of young adults were following road rules.
The literature shows that roads policing has the potential to save the UK economy billions of pounds and more importantly save lives on the UK roads however recent documentation implies that roads policing lacks in priority through policing materials. Her Majesties Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire and Rescue who are responsible for inspecting police forces in England and Wales conducted a review of traffic policing released in the report ‘Roads Policing: Not optional’ (July 2020). The report further highlights the lack of specialised roads policing inhibits a forces’ ability to enforce the law and educate drivers, protecting the most vulnerable drivers on the road and help make the roads far safer. This recent report however found that roads policing officers we not given the proper support and lacked the ability to understand and prosecute for more specialised roads policing offences such as heavy goods vehicles. The report also finds that all of the ‘Fatal Five’ prosecution rates for except for drink and drug driving have statistically decreased in recent years while their involvement as a factor in fatal and serious injury road traffic collisions are steadily increased. This report supports the hypothesis that a surge of road traffic collisions on the horizon due to lack of officers available to prosecute for offences. The cuts to the roads policing which is reducing the capability and capacity of roads policing units has subsequently been blamed for the gradual increase in road deaths after more than 30 years of steady declining fatalities (Derby Police Fed, July 2020).
In conclusion studies into the causation factor of serious and fatal road traffic all show strong evidence of driver error and behaviour being the main cause of collisions. This strong evidence is supported by the requirement police and third-party agencies put on detecting and deterring road traffic offences with a focus on offences that massively impair driver ability. Third parties agencies such as Go Safe are a cost effective method to increasing prosecution however the requirement for dedicated specialised roads policing officers remain. The reviews from the police inspectorate found that roads policing was not receiving the funding and support required with capacity not meeting demand. The literature highlights the requirement for roads policing’s continued development or a risk of steady increase of fatal and serious injuries road traffic could be witnessed over coming years.
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