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When deciding on my idea, I wanted to create an idea for alcoholism or homelessness and ultimately decided on homelessness. As I live in Cardiff, I had been aware of “The Clink” restaurant and their aims to "reduce reoffending through the training and rehabilitation of the prisoner” (The Clink, 2022) and believed it was a great and innovative idea to help rehabilitate prisoners and provide them with a second chance, therefore, I wanted to incorporate this idea to help homeless individuals. 
During Covid-19, “there has been a continued new flow of people experiencing homelessness since the start of the pandemic”. With individuals becoming unemployed and furloughed, the number of homeless individuals increased, more so with the cost-of-living crisis (Crisis, 2020). While doing research for my idea, I found that this idea had already been created and executed by Adam Simmonds in order to provide individuals with ‘experience, qualifications and skills” as well as provide them with the “London Living Wage” (Saville, 2022).
I wanted to create this idea of a restaurant employing only those who are homeless in order to provide homeless people with a chance to earn qualifications to provide for themselves, friends, and families, as well as give them the opportunity to earn work experience for jobs that only employ those with work experience. By gaining experience and a wage, this will provide them with a second chance at gaining a better future.
After finding that young adults and children are most affected by homelessness (Citizens Advice Scotland, 2022), this gives them more of an opportunity early on in life to change their life around and provide them with more of a future.
Homelessness links with my course as the police often deal with homeless individuals. Crisis and the National Police Chief’s Council had worked together in order to “support” police forces and authorities with how they deal with individuals who are homeless and create “rough sleeping strategies”. The aim of local authorities, such as the police is to offer support and help to those who are homeless rather than just arresting them. A former police officer stated that when a homeless person was arrested it “helped them get warm” then they “went straight back to the street” (Crisis, 2021). Showing that more needs to be done by authorities when dealing with homeless people, and that they should support them rather than just arrest them.
Furthermore, building trust and a relationship with the community and “certain groups” will improve the “effectiveness” of how the police deal with communities, including that of “rough sleepers”. “The lack of trust in police” means that homeless people “will avoid seeking assistances” from services such as the police and paramedics, therefore how authorities such as the police and paramedics deal and treat homeless people is “an important issue” (Zakrison et al.,2004). As of January 2018, 72% of “PERF” members stated that homelessness had increased and that “more than half” of the homeless individuals had reported a “mental illness” and “substance abuse” (Wexler, 2018), again showing the importance of the way the police interact and treat homeless people.
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