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Are the terms high and low culture now redundant?
This essay will explain the terms culture, subculture and high and low cultures. By exploring the evolution in technology, which has allowed information to be accessible to what is called “mass society”, this essay will evaluate whether these developments have helped cultures evolve into a high culture. Furthermore, this essay will discuss the distinction between high and low cultures and whether these terms are still relevant
Culture is a term to describe certain life style habits of a group of people. In the course of the 19th century it acquired a specific association with the practices of mental and spiritual cultivation, where thought was dependant on intellectual work and the arts. This begins in the universal histories, which offer a widely secular and developmental account of the growth of human civilisation (Williams, 1974). 
Each of us is born into a culture; it does not reside within one person and their characteristics, it is a shared group tradition. Culture is formed from the cultural language that is spoken in the group and from the group behaviours, physical environment, art movements, literature and the stories and legends that are taught by families, community and country (Greysburg et al, 2018). Many aspects of culture are unseen, such as the mind-sets of the group, as in which way they see the world, their motivations, and their unspoken assumptions. The cultural norms of the group will define what is encouraged or rejected within the group, from which this shapes our attitude, behaviours and outlook on life from a very young age. Within cultures are subcultures; these subcultures may surround a hobby, music scene, fashion sense, art movement, philosophy or life style. People may choose to join a subculture; it is an individual choice and is self-organising (Spacey J, 2016). With each new person joining a subculture, it builds up a force and in turn can become a large culture, influencing the way we look at life. Cultures surround pervasive social groups such as community, nation, religion or social class, which have an influence on other cultures (Greysburg, 2018).
The social class that an individual belongs to help shape life, such as our income, housing conditions, attitudes, behaviours, and even how long we live. That is why many sociologists regard it as a central issue in sociology (Taylor P, 1995). Social differences are found in every society. The distribution of income and wealth can be seen to develop inequalities within social classes. Marx identifies two main classes, the bourgeoisie and the proletariat. The bourgeoisie are the dominant class, who own the means of production, (machine, factory, land etc), whereas the proletariat own only their ability to work, which they sell to the bourgeoisie in turn for a wage (Giddens A, 2001). 
Both high and low culture involve tastes in music, art, literature, and various material goods, so the distinction generally revolves around specific types of tastes within those categories, which help to shape their culture. High culture, in general, involves an interest in classical music or opera, fine art, gourmet foods, and so forth, which was linked to the ruling class and elite classes who had the mean to enjoy such creations. Bourdieu (1984), states that the “high culture” is just a way of giving status to elite groups, showing that high culture elites are better educated, with more money and power, and tend to have a distinct culture from the “masses” (low culture).
Many wealthy patrons were able to commission artists to paint portraits of themselves and their families that contained hidden meanings that helped to build up a visual image of their wealth and status. If you were not educated then you would not understand the meaning of the symbols and what they represented. 
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Figure 1; The Arnolfini Portrait, by Jan van Eyck. 
The subject of the Arnolfini Portrait is domestic: a man and a woman hold hands in an interior setting, with a window behind him and a bed behind her in natural symbolism of fifteenth century marital roles. The clothes the pair are wearing would also have been intended as demonstrative, this time of wealth and social standing. Fur was an expensive luxury permitted by law only to the upper echelons of society, so Van Eyck’s patrons and sitters would have been making a conscious statement on their wealth and status by having fur trimmed clothes (particularly as the blooming tree outside the window suggests that the day was warm). The colours of these garments and also of the bed hangings, are also significant: red, black, green and particularly blue were all fabulously expensive dyes, so again would have been intended to show the wealth of this couple, ditto the pure amount of fabric (heavy pleating uses more cloth, ergo clothes with pleats, folds, tucks etc. all cost more. The couple pictured were not only wealthy, but educated – they knew how their money should be spent in order for it to reflect well on themselves. (Hoe, 2018) 
The cultural norms of people from a low culture were very different to people from a high culture. They were not be able to afford to participate in high cultural activities, and did not have access to the education, leisure time and contemplation that was available to the high culture. However, due to advancement in Industrialization, it brought with it developments in transportation, technology, increased literacy and improvements in education and public health (Delaney T, 2007). People are now able to access an abundance of books, through schools, libraries and online sources, which help to open up their worlds to new experiences. Buses, trains and other means of transport have given people the option to visit galleries and theatres, experiencing works of art, classical music, concerts, and outdoor activities, sometimes at no cost, or for a small fee (Scruton R, 2017). The internet allows a person access into an unlimited source of knowledge available in all areas. This includes social media access, where they can link with other people who share the same interests and join a subculture, which in turn helps to shape the course of their life. From this evidence, it appears that there are many aspects of what is available to people now that may show a blurring of the distinction between high and low culture.  
However, after the end of the World War 2, innovations in mass media led to significant cultural and social changes. Scholars trace the origins of the popular culture to the creation of middle class generated by the industrial revolution. The meaning of popular culture then began to merge with that of mass culture, consumer culture, image culture, media culture, and culture for mass consumption (Delaney T, 2007). Popular culture is the entirety of ideas, perspectives, attitudes, memes, images, and other phenomena that are within the mainstream of a given culture (boundless). However, popular culture characterises modern society as a consumer society, in which even such timeless things as art and literature are built on a commercial basis that is in demand and highly popular among a wide range of customers (Adams, L). 
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Figure 2: Mona Lisa; Leonardo da Vinci (1503)
Hughes traced the rise of the commercial art market back to 1963, when Leonardo da Vinci's most famous painting of The Mona Lisa was exhibited in New York. He claims that it was treated as if it was a film star, and people came not to look at it, but to say that they had seen it (Woods A, 2008). According to Hughes, this marked a turning point in the destiny of modern art, where from the 1960’s onward, collectors started buying art, not because they liked them, but as an investment 
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Figure 3. Beautiful Inside My Head Forever. Damien Hurst
It can be said that the focus on contemporary art is not about the beauty of the art that is created, but rather, how much revenue can be made. Artists such as Damien Hurst are business minded and use their art to create wealth, whilst most often not creating the art themselves, but using technicians and paying them a fraction of the selling price. This is similar to the old ideology of the bourgeoisie and the proletariat roles, which to some extents is still displaying a dominant class. Artists like Hurst have a flair for self-promotion and are able to inflate the price of their work with some cleverly orchestrated PR and connections with art collectors. The Beautiful Inside My Head Forever sale in 2008, of 223 new works fetched £111.5million, a record for an auction dedicated to one artist (Woods A, 2008). From this evidence, does this mean that the divide in high and low culture is still relevant? 
This influence is not just evident in the arts, it is in many areas of popular culture, which include what is being shown on the news, television programs, movies, books and video games, which have a particular theme, and is being projected out to the masses. Marketing strategies are being used constantly; not just to buy a product, but also include behaviour habits with celebrities, including the Kardashians, pop icons, and fashion magazine, which heavily influence the younger generation who see them as role models. It is apparent that these approaches have caused significant changes within our culture. The headmistress of Heathfield School in Ascot, Berkshire, is concerned with the influence that shows, such as “The only way is Essex” are having on children. Children’s education and interest in learning face threats from the ‘culture of stupidity’ all around them' (Harris, 2013). These influences can direct the thought and actions of a group over the long term, it is subliminal in nature, and people are hardwired to respond to it instinctively (Greysburg et al, 2008). This distorts cultural values, substitute eternal with short-term, and creates a seductive world of pleasures and passing ideals, endless happy moments. This makes society disoriented spiritually, gives rise to misconceptions about morality, and promotes a stereotyped way of life, which is confusing for children (Adams L, n.d.). In an international survey, it was confirmed that young people in the UK have some of the lowest levels of "mental wellbeing" (Coughlan S, 2017).
Perhaps this is what Williams was pointing to when he said “The best that was thought and written in the world is in danger, or is indeed already lost” (1974). This does not represent a high culture; high culture is the self-consciousness of a society, in which life becomes fully conscious of itself (Scruton, 2017). However, with continuous marketing techniques and false media propaganda, people’s mind are very busy, and can miss out on the most basic human needs of time for reflection. Art makes us conscious of ourselves, of what we are and what we can hope to be and it does it through moments of revelation in which all our being is aroused. Wordsworth wrote “Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers”, but when we stand back from the mill of consumption and look at the turbulent waters with an eye of an artist, we are rested in our hearts and our powers are restored (Scruton, 2017). 
In answer to the question as to whether the terms high and low culture are redundant, it is clear that with the advancements of technology, this has opened up many new avenues, which have allowed people access to some areas of what was considered high culture. However, from the evidence that has been discussed in the essay, we can see that this has been at a great cost to the future of our children and our culture as a whole, and is something that needs to be addressed. It is apparent that what has been written about high culture, as in the roles of the bourgeoisie and the proletariat and the distribution of wealth and control is still relevant today. However, those roles are now being played out on a mass scale; which is being promoted in many areas, including media coverage and news reports, which are showing a dominant, ruling class the and oppression others. In conclusion, I believe that it is not the terms of high and low culture that is being blurred; it is the true meaning of what a highly cultured society represents, which is being replaced by a consumerist society. Furthermore, there are many aspect of high culture that are not being promoted, like sharing the knowledge of who we are and how to connect with ourselves, which I believe should be taught to all, especially the children.
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