NORMAN ANGELL’S LETTER TO THE TIMES CONCERNING THE DOMINANCE OF RUSSIA OVER GERMANY (APPEARED 1ST AUGUST 1914) 
Reference: Arthur Marwick, et al, War, Peace and Social Change: Europe 1900-1955, Documents 1, 1900-1929 (The Open University, 1990), p.3.
‘SIR – A NATION’S FIRST DUTY IS TO ITS OWN PEOPLE.

WE ARE ASKED TO INTERVENE IN THE CONTINENTAL WAR BECAUSE UNLESS WE DO SO WE SHALL BE ‘ISOLATED’. THE ISOLATION WHICH WILL RESULT FOR US IF WE KEEP OUT OF THIS WAR IS THAT, WHILE OTHER NATIONS ARE TORN,AND WEAKENED BY WAR, WE SHALL NOT BE, AND BY THAT FACT MIGHT CONCEIVABLY FOR A LONG TIME BE THE STRONGEST POWER IN EUROPE, AND, BY VIRTUE OF OUR STRENGTH AND ISOLATION, ITS ARBITER, PERHAPS TO USEFUL ENDS.


WE ARE TOLD THAT IF WE ALLOW GERMANY TO BE VICTORIOUS SHE WOULD BE SO POWERFUL AS TO THREATEN OUR EXISTENCE AS TO THE OCCUPATION OF BELGIUM, HOLLAND, AND POSSIBLY THE NORTH OF FRANCE. BUT, AS YOUR ARTICLE OF TODAY’S DATE SO WELL POINTS OUT, IT WAS THE DIFFICULTY WHICH GERMANY FOUND IN ALSACE-LORRAINE WHICH PREVENTED HER FROM ACTING AGAINST US DURING THE SOUTH AFRICAN WAR. IF ONE PROVINCE, SO LARGELY GERMAN IN ITS ORIGINS AND HISTORY, COULD CREATE THIS EMBARRASSMENT, WHAT TROUBLE WILL NOT GERMANY PILE UP FOR HERSELF IF SHE SHOULD ATTEMPT THE ABSORBTION OF BELGIUM, A HOLLAND, AND A NORMANDY? SHE WOULD HAVE CREATED FOR HERSELF EMBARRASSMENTS COMPARED WITH WHICH ALSACE AND POLAND WOULD BE A TRIFLE: AND RUSSIA WITH HER 160,000,000, WOULD IN A YEAR OR TWO BE AS GREAT A MENACE TO HER AS EVER.

THE OBJECT AND EFFECT OF OUR ENTERING INTO THIS WAR WOULD BE TO ENSURE THE VICTORY OF RUSSIA AND HER SLAVONIC ALLIES. WILL A DOMINANT SLAVONIC FEDERATION OF, SAY, 200,000,000 AUTOCRATICALLY GOVERNED PEOPLE, WITH A VERY RUDIMENTARY CIVILIZATION, BUT HEAVILY EQUIPPED FOR MILITARY AGGRESSION, BE A LESS DANGEROUS, FACTOR IN EUROPE THAN A DOMINANT GERMANY OF 65,000,000 HIGHLY CIVILIZED AND MAINLY GIVEN TO THE ARTS OF TRADE AND COMMERCE?


THE LAST WAR WE FOUGHT ON THE CONTINENT WAS FOR THE PURPOSE OF PREVENTING THE GROWTH OF RUSSIA. WE ARE NOW ASKED TO FIGHT ONE FOR THE PURPOSES OF PROMOTING IT. IT IS NOW UNIVERSALLY ADMITTED THAT OUR LAST CONTINENTAL WAR  - THE CRIMEAN WAR – WAS A MONSTROUS ERROR AND MISCALCULATION. WOULD THIS INTERVENTION BE ANY WISER OR LIKELY TO BE BETTER IN ITS RESULTS?


ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS SIR EDWARD GREY HAS SOLEMNY DECLARED WE ARE NOT BOUNDBY ANY AGREEMENT TO SUPPORT FRANCE, AND THERE IS CERTAINLY NO MORAL OBLIGATION ON THE PART OF THE ENGLISH PEOPLE TO DO SO. WE CAN BEST SERVE CIVILIZATION, EUROPE – INCLUDING FRANCE – AND OURSELVES BY REMAINING THE ONE POWER IN EUROPE THAT HAS NOT YIELDED TO WAR MADNESS.

 
THIS, I BELIEVE, WILL BE FOUND TO BE THE FIRM CONVICTION OF THE OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF THE ENGLISH PEOPLE.’
YOURS FAITHFULLY,

NORMAN ANGELL

4, KING’S BENCH WALK, TEMPLE, E.C., JULY 31.       
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PUBLISHED (1909) THE PAMPHLET THE OPTICAL ILLUSION (WHICH WAS RE-PUBLISHED A YEAR LATER IN BOOK FORM AS THE GREAT ILLUSION). IN IT ANGELL ARGUED THAT THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE INDUSTRIAL ECONOMIES OF EUROPE THROUGH TRADE, COOPERATION AND INTERGRATION MEANT THAT NO ONE COUNTRY WOULD BENEFIT FROM A MAJOR CONFLICT.

UNDERMINING, THROUGH CONQUEST AND CONFISCATION, THE WEALTH AND PROPERTY OF A NATION WOULD UNDERMINE CREDIT WORTHINESS THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE OF EUROPE, INCLUDING THAT OF THE CONQUEROR. HENCE, THE ACT OF CONQUEST IS SELF-INJURIOUS AND FUTILE. 

CONSEQUENTLY, TO AVOID THIS THE PROPERTY AND WEALTH OF A CONQUERED NATION MUST REMAIN UNTOUCHED AND IN THE CONTROL OF THE POPULATION. CONQUEST IS THEREFORE FUTILE. ANGELL HIGHLIGHTS GERMANY’S ANNEXATION OF ALSACE IN 1870-71 AS EVIDENCE OF THE ECONOMIC FUTILITY OF WAR AND CONQUEST, AS THE WEALTH AND PROPERTY OF THE ALSATIANS REMAINED WITHIN THE POPULATION AND NOT IN GERMAN HANDS.
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