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You cannot escape the responsibility of tomorrow by evading it today.
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Responsibility of business
“Often what’s most uncomfortable is what’s most important”
Business responsibility can mean a lot of things, taking responsibility for their actions, continuously pushing for positive impacts on the environment, consumers, employees, shareholders and communities, this all empowers a sustainable business, these positive impacts and engaging with the community is great for business and reputation, improving team morale, keeping staff and the customers as well as attracting them. 
Business objectives is different to Government objectives business is about profit where government is about creating and protecting wealth. Sustainable governance looks at wealth beyond the singular province of profit and sustainability shows us that wealth comes from the environment and people as well as the profit sector. The Government plays an important and crucial role if we are to have a sustainable future and with good government we will be provided with safety and security, promoting well-being, education and understanding for a healthy environment. 
Social sustainability is understanding the impacts of corporations on people and society. Social sustainability is a crucial part of any business as it affects the quality of a business relationship with stakeholders. The government is committed to sustainable development making necessary changes to realise vision of stimulating economic growth and tackling the deficit, maximising wellbeing and protecting the environment without affecting the ability of future generations to do the same. The government takes account of sustainable development as part of how it develops its policies, how it runs its buildings and it buys its goods and services but does not and cannot stand alone with the responsibility that will guide us to a sustainable future.  “Walk in sustainable development without afraid for the future”
The most basic responsibility of a business is to maximise its profitability not only to attend the interests of its shareholders but also contributing to the progress of the economy. Governments have now become regulators of businesses to maintain the integrity of business practices and protect the interest of the public, some laws effecting businesses include basic business permits and requirements, tax laws, labour rights, intellectual property rights, consumer protection, contracts and obligations and anti-trust and competition laws. The decisions and actions of a business organisation affect stakeholders in several ways giving the business an obligation to adhere to ethical standards, norms and the values of the communities wherein it operates.









Climate Change
Climate change is a pattern of change affecting the global climate, measured by average temperatures and rainfall, and for how often extreme weather events like heatwaves or heavy rains happen, global warming is an informal term used to describe climate change caused by humans producing greenhouse gas emissions which trap heat in the atmosphere and warm the surface. The United Nations have said, “we could have just 11 years left to limit a climate catastrophe”. Global temperatures are rising due to human activity, and at a level which isn’t sustainable for the environment to be able to survive, and so we must all try to live a minimal lifestyle and cut out needless buys. 
Bristol Councillor, Clara Denyer, put the idea forward whilst speaking with Radio 1’s Newsbeat, of declaring “a climate emergency”, and “it’s not just about reducing carbon emissions on a local scale, but raising awareness about climate change”. How great the impact will be depending on the success in reducing greenhouse gas emissions and the worlds awareness. 
Climate change will affect certain members of the general public, more than others, in vulnerable areas, the poor, young, old or sick, and their ability to cope with potential climate hazards, with impacts of climate change expecting to worsen existing vulnerabilities. Cities are uniquely sensitive to many impacts, especially weather serve impacts, climate change could threaten jobs and livelihoods of thousands of people. Unfortunately, the social problem-solving mechanisms are not designed to cope with the scale and complexity of climate change, the human systems must learn and fast how to adapt, climate change is a diabolical problem. 
Everything we need for our survival and well-being depends on our natural environment, sustainability creates and maintains the conditions under which individuals and nature can exist in the productive harmony, that permit fulfilling the social economic and other requirements of present and future generations. Sustainability is important to making sure that we have and will continue to have, the water, materials and resources to protect human health and our environment. Prime Minister Theresa May said there was a "moral duty to leave this world in a better condition than what we inherited, Now is the time to go further and faster to safeguard the environment for our children. We must lead the world to a cleaner, greener form of growth." 
With the earth’s climate changing, past emissions mean we are committed to several decades of rising global temperatures regardless of future mitigation efforts. For the UK this will imply changes in weather patterns, rising sea levels which is predicted to be one of the  most drastic impacts of climate change, with two main causes for sea level rise, 1) the expansion of seawater as the ocean warms and 2) the run-off into the ocean of water from melting ice sheets and glaciers. With increasing frequent and serve extreme weather conditions, businesses have an influence on virtually all global environmental changes, it also affects the environment through industrial accidents and environmental damage which is affecting businesses, insurance companies are increasingly concerned about climate change with the results that could come from big weather and flooding catastrophise, with flooding and extreme weather events potentially causing damaging and disrupting businesses and how they operate are at greatest risk now and for the future, disruptions to supply chains and distribution channels, impacts on staff, which can lead to loss of business and reputational damage. 

The warming climatic system is expected to impact the availability of the necessities like freshwater food, security and energy. People have always, so far responded to climate change, with farmers growing different crops, as increased temperatures, changing to rainfall patterns, and increased risk of extreme weather events will all affect the production of major food crops such as wheat, rice and maize, we are seeing less nutritious food, with reduced range and yields in crops and poorer soils. Crops that need specific conditions to grow are most at risk, for example, fruits, avocado and bananas.  Malnutrition could become more widespread as crop yields are affected by increased drought conditions in some regions, leading to reduced food production.
The way we produce our food is destroying a sustainable future, clearing forest for more food is stamping on the accelerator of climate change. Sustainability in consuming the planets resources at a rate they can be replenished, also known as ‘sustainable development’. According to the University of Oxford, Industrial food production releases a quarter of all greenhouse gases, using 70% of fresh water and takes up to 40% of land surface. The falling trees release carbon dioxide, while clearing land for grazing means more cattle and more methane, 25 times more powerful than C02, wasted food is another 8% of emissions, study’s show that if wastage were its own country it would be the third largest greenhouse gas emitter. If we cut down on waste by just 25% it would be enough to feed 870million a year. 
Whilst efforts to redress climate change, both through adaption and mitigation will similarly inform and shape the global development agenda. The UK climate projections 2009, (UKCP09) suggest that the with the likely warmer wetter winters, hotter dryer summers which will make the inhabitants less comfortable, more frequent extreme weather events which will damage our buildings and experiencing the impacts of climate change which occurs in other countries. Whilst the UK needs to prepare for the change in weather from flooding, pressure on water resources, damages to natural habitats and risks to human health from heatwaves, there are possible opportunities which include energy demand and fewer cold related deaths due to the predicted milder winters. 
Hot summers like 2018 have doubled in recent decades, sea levels have risen by 16cm since 1990 and will continue to do so due to the climate system, and depending on the success the world has on reducing emissions, global temperatures by 2100 are likely to rise by between 1.5’C and over 4’C above pre industrial levels. 
Water saving devices will not only reduce household water consumption but will save on energy and carbon emission and reduce water and energy bills. Gas heating for new house will be banned by 2050, homes will be kept warm with devices such as heat pumps and world leading insulation standards. Improving ventilation and providing shading, builders and homeowners can reduce the risk of overheating homes. Recently in the BBC news Two thousand Mountain Ash Trees are being given away by Douglas Council in aid of climate change, the trees can help tackle climate change by absorbing carbon dioxide, the scheme was in support of the governments climate change action plan, and have a separate scheme by the Isle of Man’s government to plant over 85,000 trees in 2020-2021. Depending on the size of your gardens depends on how many trees you can have, the smaller gardens get one whilst larger gardens can have up to three.
Infrastructure is essential for UK competitiveness and economic growth, the government plays a crucial but diverse role in this through funding, regulating and in some cases directly providing public services. It is essential that the regulatory and institutional framework helps to ensure that climate risks are managed and provides the right incentives for investment in adaption. Businesses need to conduct an analysis to define how it will impact on the environment, along with the potential risks it faces due to climate change, its impact will directly affect businesses, society and ecosystems and the Governments will seek to mitigate its effects with extensive regulations. The government is dedicated to ensuring that society is adapting to the effects of climate change. 
The welsh governments climate change strategy had set targets to reduce emissions by 3% each year from 2011, this was against a baseline average emission from all sources in Wales including emissions from electricity use, covering around 70% of total welsh greenhouse gas emissions. The government will attempt to make the clean revolution as painless as possible, the strategy purposes are to build adaptation to climate change into decision making and deliver actions that enables wales to respond to the challenges and opportunities presented by climate change. 
By reducing carbon emissions, our greenhouse gas emissions arise from production and consumption of energy, from driving cars, manufacturing goods or purely just boiling a kettle, these emissions can be lowered by becoming energy efficient and by switching to low-carbon fuels by moving away from using conventional coal and gas-fired power too electricity generated from nuclear power, renewable sources and new technologies such as carbon capture and storage.  

Climate change is a growing part in business and those who treat it merely as a corporate social responsibility issue rather than a business problem will risk the extreme consequences. Businesses must identify opportunities to improve their environmental performance as climate change is much more than an environmental issue, it will impact on businesses and for businesses to succeed in the climate of the future, companies will have to adapt,
· Increased risk due to extreme weather
· Changes in resources availability and costs
· Changing demand
· Tougher working conditions 
· Changing regulations
· Increased public pressure 
Some businesses will gain, and some will lose as the government and businesses begin to take climate change seriously, addressing that greenhouse gas emissions will increase in cost, the relative value of such resources as natural gas, which produce less carbon dioxide than coal when burned will increase. 
Business leaders need to start treating carbon emissions as costly as they are or soon will be and businesses need to measure and reduce their vulnerability to climate-related environmental and economic shocks. Businesses that come out ahead when emissions cost money will be the ones that make bold moves now, refocusing the strategy’s and operations to take advantage of the opportunities and edge the dangers that are raised by the prospect of climate change and by taking action to tackle climate change for both humanitarian and global benefits, by measuring emissions, making a climate change action plan, setting emissions reduction targets, measuring progress and supporting policies that advance climate change mitigation, however, there will be some who lack the ability to respond to climate change due to financial or other constraints, which can lead to a less than efficient level of adaption, for example some who live or have businesses in rented accommodation may have limited control over how well their houses or businesses are adapted to climate change. However, there are smart businesses around the world who have already begun taking advantage of the opportunities by using renewable energy, deploying innovative low-carbon technologies, sustainably sourcing resources working on innovative and transformative solutions and more. 
Measuring carbon footprints enables us to take initial steps in adapting to a changing world and create a more resilient business. All areas of the industry will be affected by climate change, but the businesses that innovate and take advantage of the low carbon transition will be the ones who secure a sustainable future in business. 
To ensure that businesses operate effectively and continue to do so in the future, a business plan and strategic plan should be in place, a business plan need to focus on short term and midterm goals, defining the steps necessary to achieving them and a strategic plan is about longer term objectives and the strategy in reaching them. Thinking about the impact climate change will potentially have on a business and considering the positive impacts, like new opportunities as well as negative impacts such as rising costs, changing in customers by habits and risks.
The risks with climate change can be managed like any other business risks, with approaches to assessing and mitigating the risks, which will include business continuity planning, risk management and strategic planning, all will help to,
· Assess strengths and weaknesses
· Identify and manage and significant impacts
· Secure cost savings and internal efficiencies
· Provide benchmarks for improvements and intended benefits
In order to manage the risks that businesses face from climate change, considering the following can be beneficial:
· Identify what the risks are 
· Identify which elements of the risk you have control over or can influence 
· Implement a plan to avoid the risks where it is possible and cost-effective to do so
· Where it is not possible to avoid a risk, you should take measures to minimise the chance of the event occurring 
· Take steps to minimise the severity of a loss should the event occur. 
Setting a business approach to climate change and assessing strategic opportunity’s, businesses need to look inside out to understand the impact of the businesses activities on the climate and outside in at how changing climate may affect the business environment, in which the business competes to understand the inside out impact, knowledge of the businesses value chain needs to be fully understood, any value chain activity inbound logistics, operations, outbound logistics, marketing, sales, after sales service can generate emissions.
Climate change will damage economies, devastate populations, increase resource shortage and intensely impact on the cost of doing business, with action needing to be taken, and rapidly. It will intricate more aggressive climate policies which will be enforced by the government, so businesses that address the issues will serve as good business in the long run, consumers want to support businesses actively building a better world for all in it.


Conclusion
Climate change is challenging, it is the world’s most powerful economic force, and responsible for most of the spending, wealth creation and investment, where businesses go, others will follow. Fighting climate change will change the lives of millions and change is within reach, with the investments, policies and actions we all take today will ensure that the natural and built environments will provide decent lives for everyone around the world, especially the poorest and most marginalized between now and 2050, whilst protecting the planets biodiversity. Sustained, sustainable and inclusive development is only possible if we challenge climate change by making todays decisions looking to 2050, to create the conditions that will safeguard and increase natural and human capital to get the growth we need. Charles Darwin, 1859, quoted “it is not the strongest species that survive, nor the most intelligent, but the ones most responsive to change”.
Climate change Act (2008) was introduced into parliament on 14th November 2007 and became law on 26th November 2008. It made the UK the first country to establish a long term legally binding framework to cut carbon emissions with reductions of at least 80% by 2050, we need to limit the damaging impacts of climate change and greenhouse gases need to be reduced globally. By 2015 the NHS the largest public sector hit reduction of 10% in carbon footprint, carbon management needs to be improved for a low carbon economy in the UK, demonstrating UK leadership internationally, we all have a duty to reduce carbon emissions to meet targets.  Prime Minister Theresa May stated, “Cutting emissions would benefit public health and cut NHS costs”.
If climate change doesn’t affect you, reducing your emissions can bring other benefits, like lower energy bills and improve the way stakeholders view your business. Generating and using renewable energy is one way that businesses can potentially save money and reduce their contribution to climate change from greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide.  The most effective way of cutting your carbon emissions is by using a systematic approach to managing emissions reduction. By 2050 there will be nearly 10 billion people on earth, to feed everyone, we must make big changes and now, a every level of society, support your local family farms and local farmers markets, reduce our meat and dairy, and throw less away. Sustainability is one of the big global issues of our time and it is crucial we all play a part in protecting the world, and a sustainable society is who ensures the health and vitality of human life and culture, and of natures capital, for present and future generations. 
Acting now doesn’t mean there will be no more changes in the climate, as warming is already well under way, but acting now, together, we can limit, adapt and manage these changes. Acting can avoid burdening our future generations with greater costs of climate change and serve impacts. Economies will be able to cope better by mitigating environmental risks and improving on energy efficiency. There will be wider benefits to health, energy and biodiversity by taking action now to cut greenhouse gas emissions, if we don’t it will mean more radical intervention in the future at greater costs and larger impacts on society helping to achieve long0term, sustainable economic growth from a low-carbon economy. 
The UK Government is working to secure global emission reductions, reducing the UK emissions and adapting to climate change throughout the UK. They have agreed a long-term goal of keeping the increase in global average temperature to below 2’C. 
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