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Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

To understand reasons behind the stalling of dialogue between Oriental
Orthodox Churches and their Chalcedonian counterparts in recent years.

To identify key ways in which Oriental Orthodoxy differs from Chalcedonian
Churches beyond Miaphysite Christology.

To better define the terms that describe disagreement between
Chalcedonian and non-Chalcedonian forms of Christianity.

Abstract (approximately 500 words):
In this dissertation, I will investigate the similarities and differences between the
Oriental Orthodox (OOC) and Chalcedonian positions, by explaining the complex
reasons behind the schisms, looking at what has been reconciled in recent years
and what has not.

Two of the most prominent theological stances that remain distinctive in
the OOC are their interpretation of Theopaschism and Theopoiesis. These
beliefs are not reconciled by the joint Christological statements the OOC have
signed with Chalcedonians and are indicative of differences in fields of Theology
beyond Christology.



The dissertation will focus on each tradition’s self-understanding, e.g.
Theopaschite formulae will not be considered modalistic if their users do not
consider them to be so. There will have to be some understanding of the other
side’s conception of heresy so, for example, if the OOC is shown to accept the
genus kenoticum the OOC could be considered theologically at odds with
Confessional Lutheranism which denounces the genus kenoticum according the
Formula and Book of Concord.

The dissertation will take the OOC’s heterogeneity into account as it is a
decentralised communion and its theologians are often at odds with each other.
Nevertheless, it will be important to note what is considered acceptable teaching
within the OOC as this will determine the difficulty of reunion with Chalcedonians
as important theologians and saints may need to be rejected for the sake of unity.
If subtraditions within the OOC adhere to beliefs that would have to be
denounced, the OOC will trade unity with Chalcedonians for their current unity
within their traditions and this could be considered a cause against reunion.

Cultural factors will also briefly be considered especially in light of
mediæval and modern OOC theologians celebrating the Miaphysite fathers for
freeing them from Greek philosophy. This may be the result of Greek philosophy
among Islamic theologians, or it may represent decolonisation from Europe. A
comparison with the rejection of perceived Europeanism in Liberation Theology
may be helpful in understanding this trend.

Finally, there will be an evaluation of whether a proposed union would be
unequal. One side may have to denounce more of their own as heretics, or may
have to accept more beliefs they once considered heretical. Given temporary
successes in unity between Catholicism and Oriental Orthodox Churches (such
as in Armenia in 1198, India in 1553, Ethiopia in 1622) that were ultimately
undermined by inequality, it is important to evaluate the effect that union would
have on both sides.
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