Landscape 
Dartmoor is a rocky, moorland landscape in Devon, in the southwest of England, and covers 954sq Km (Newman, 2011, pp. 3). It is a national park, and is classed as ‘Protected Landscape’ (DCC). Dartmoor is an intrusion - or batholith - of Granite through the softer surrounding rocks, and is a part of the same formation that formed Bodmin Moor (Newman, 2011, pp. 5). This granite is covered by a layer of peat, but the true landscape varies. There are areas of peat bog, gorse, heather, ancient woodland, and many streams that become the source of any of Devon’s major rivers (Newman, 2011, pp. 4). Over the millennia, Dartmoor has been occupied and used by various different people, each of whom have left their mark on the landscape. This analysis will focus on the north-eastern area of the moor, since that is where my particular interest lies. 
The first physical evidence for human activity on Dartmoor comes from the Neolithic Age, around 4000 to 2500 BCE, which is when the first barrows and monuments such as tombs where constructed (DNPA). During the Bronze Age (2500 to 700 BCE) the first enclosures where built to support farming, and these can, in some places, be seen today as Reaves (DNPA). In addition, monuments such as stone circles where built, and the moorland is dotted with their remains (DNPA). During the Iron Age (700 to 43BCE) conditions on the high moor changed, and the old farming landscape was abandoned in favour of the more sheltered edges of the moor (DNPA). The Saxons arrived on the moor between 600 and 1066 AD, and the villages that remain on Dartmoor where generally established during this period (DNPA). During the middle ages wool and tin production boomed, and the landscape of Dartmoor is dotted with old tin mines from this period through until the industrial revolution (DNPA). During the industrial revolution, and later, the landscape of Dartmoor was further changed. Quarries where excavated to supply granite, and plantations of conifers where established. In addition, gunpowder was produced, and the old powder mills factory at Postbridge still remains. This chronology clearly shows that there has been dramatic variation in the uses of the land throughout the inhabitation of Dartmoor. These changes can be illustrated by maps, such as this extract from an OS map from the 1880’s showing Fernworthy, and this contemporary one, where the fields visible in the first have been flooded by the reservoir, and prehistoric remains have been covered by the conifer plantation. In addition, the changes in landscape can be seen through literature. Crossings’ notes a clapper bridge in the village at Fernworthy (Crossings, 1912, pp. 242), which was flooded when the reservoir was created. The bridge in question is no only visible when the water level drops particularly low.  This change is not unique to Fernworthy, and can be seen in other places, such as at Burrator Reservoir. However, this also shows that the use of the moor repeatedly reverts to farming. While this takes different forms depending on the on the area in question, such as agriculture on the more sheltered edges and valleys, or grazing animals on the more exposed areas, it is clear that this is the easiest, and perhaps most sustainable, use of the moor.  







Figure 1: Contemporary OS Map Showing Fernworthy Forest and Reservoir (Digimap, 2018)
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Figure 2: 1880’s OS Map showing Fernworthy Pre-Plantation and Reservoir (Greywethers marked) (Digimap, 1880’s)














Thousands of years of people living on and working the land have left behind a range of archaeological features, including stone rows, burials, Henges, reaves and industrial workings. Some notable Dartmoor sites include Greywethers, Scorhill, Grimspound, and Headland Warren. Greywethers are 2 bronze age consecutive stone circles, which would have had a ceremonial use (Gerrard, 1997, pp. 61). The Scorhill site consists of an impressive stone circle, that may be related to others in the area, which is suspected due to the spacing between the sites (Gerrard, 1997, pp. 63). Grimspound is a bronze age settlement, consisting of a series of houses within a larger enclosure (Gerrard, 1997, pp.51). Headland Warren contains the remains of post medieval tin workings, mines, and rabbit warrens (Historic England, 2004).
Dartmoor has been the focus of numerous studies or its archaeology, with these often focusing on entirely different aspects of the history. One such study is Andrew Fleming’s 1970’s study of the Dartmoor Reaves (Fleming, 2008). This study was undertaken in a range of different ways, which included walking some of the reaves, but also the study of aerial photographs (Fleming, 2008, pp. 36), which provided the opportunity to look at an area as a whole, and see how these reaves worked together to divide the land, rather than standing in situ, and struggling to physically see the land as a whole. These studies showed that many reaves had the remains of prehistoric enclosures attached, allowing Fleming to be sure that these where prehistoric architecture (Fleming, 2008, pp. 41). However, this study did not include more modern survey methods, which would have allowed buried reaves to become clear. Any follow-up or further study of these remains would be improved by the inclusion of such methods, as it may reveal more extensive systems in areas where peat could have fully covered remains, which Fleming mentions as a possibility (Fleming, 2008, pp. 43). 
Dartmoor is an ancient landscape that contains within it evidence of thousands of years of habitation and use. Consequently, the site as a whole, and the individual archaeological sites within it should be protected, to preserve knowledge of the past. Dartmoor is especially relevant due to the number and quality of these sites, and because many of them are still similar in appearance to how they would have been when they where first built, excavated or erected. 
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